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“You may have fallen off the bridge, but you don’t 
know where God is going to take you in that water.” 
—p. 12
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NEW YEAR, NEW LOVE, 
NEW LIFE
Welcome to the first issue of OUTLOOK for 
2019! Our theme this year is how to experience 
abundant life in Jesus Christ. In the face of 
so much political, social and spiritual unrest 
in our world, we are aiming to offer practical 
encouragement and a solid basis for our daily 
experiences with Jesus.

This month’s issue focuses on  
setting priorities, decluttering our 
environments, and 
simplifying our routines. 

Our prayer is that at 
the beginning of this 
new year you will find 
peace in the promises 
of Jesus Christ to 
surround you daily 
with His loving 
presence and meet your 
every need.

ON THE COVER

Noah Tate is a 
senior at Oakwood 
University studying 
pre-law and political 
science. 
He is a native of 
Denver, Colorado, 
and a member at 
New Community 
Church.
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PERSPECTIVES

GARY THURBER
is president of the 
Mid-America Union.

Is Your World 
Map a Puzzle?2019:

I love the story author and 
pastor Chuck Swindoll tells 

about a gentleman who came 
home exhausted from a bru-
tal day at work and needed a 
little quiet time to recoup.

The challenge, however, 
was he had a young son who 
just couldn’t wait to have 
some “daddy time.” While the 
man did not want to disap-
point his son, he had no ener-
gy to play with him.

Somewhat desperate to 
know how to handle the 
situation, the father spotted 
the newspaper which had 
on the back page a giant 
picture of planet Earth. He 
quickly got a pair of scissors 
and began to cut up the pic-
ture of the world into small 
pieces, creating a makeshift 
jigsaw puzzle.

The father then placed 
the puzzle pieces on the 
kitchen table and told his 
son when he finished put-
ting the puzzle of the world 
together then they would 
play. Feeling proud of 
himself and figuring he had 
bought a good 20 minutes, 
the father sat down to relax. 
But within just a couple of 

minutes, the boy called out, 
“All done, Daddy!”

Stunned, the father 
stepped into the kitchen and 
found that his son had in-
deed put the puzzle togeth-
er. “How did you finish so 
quickly?” he asked.

The son replied, “It wasn’t 
so hard, Dad. On the other 
side of the newspaper there 
was a picture of a man. When 
I put the pieces of the man in 
place, then the picture of the 
world came together.”

Focusing on priorities

Luke 12:29-31 says, “And 
don’t be concerned about 
what to eat and what to 
drink. Don’t worry about 
such things. These things 
dominate the thoughts of 
unbelievers all over the 
world, but your Father 
already knows your 
needs. Seek the Kingdom 
of God above all else, and 
He will give you every-
thing you need” (NLT).

As you begin 2019, are 
you in need of some quiet 
time to recover from the 
brutal challenges of life? 

Is your schedule already too 
full? Are you asking yourself 
how you are ever going to get 
your world in order with all 
that is begging to be done?

It is hard to know how 
to prioritize when there is 
simply more that needs to 
be accomplished than what 
you have time for. This is true 
for most of us. I don’t know 
anyone who isn’t busy.

What is the solution? I 
believe the key for all of us 
is to first and foremost make 
Christ our focus. If we seek 
Him first, then I believe our 
world will come together.

“When I put 
the pieces 
of the man 
in place, 
then the 
picture of 
the world 
came 
together.”
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PERSPECTIVES

T he beginning of a new 
year is always a good 

time to evaluate personal 
habits and priorities.

In fact, setting priorities 
is one of the most important 
keys to living an abundant 
life. Each person needs to 
decide what to do—and not 
do—based on their unique 
goals and calling.

Simple living can be  
defined as being satisfied 
with what we have rath-
er than what we might 
wish for. Individuals often 
choose simple living for a 
variety of personal reasons, 
such as spirituality, health, 
quality time for family and 
friends, work–life balance, 
financial sustainability or 
reducing stress. Choosing 
to live simply can also be 
a reaction to material-
ism and over consumption.

Managing our stuff
Human beings crave order 

and peace. That’s one reason 
why having too much stuff 
(or stuff that is disorganized) 
can adversely affect us men-
tally and physically.

It’s an exhausting pursuit to 
acquire—and then orga-
nize and maintain—a lot of 

possessions, and that may 
very well be why minimal-
ism is a growing movement. 
According to Joshua Fields 
Millburn and Ryan Nicode-
mus of theminimalists.com, 
“Minimalism is a tool to rid 
yourself of life’s excess in 
favor of focusing on what’s 
important.”

Too many times, without 
even realizing it, we give our 
possessions a disproportion-
ate amount of time and ener-
gy, leaving us with lifestyles 
and financial obligations that 
don’t match our values.

In an article for Vibrant Life 
magazine titled “You’ll Feel 
Better Without Clutter,” Vicki 
Redden suggests that before 
buying something new, or 
while deciding what to keep 
of your current possessions, 
you should ask yourself three 
questions:
1. Do I need it?
2. Do I love it?
3. Do I have a place for it?

Choosing to live simply 
gives you the power to say no 
to the non-essentials.

Managing our time
In addition, simple living 

brings about true freedom of 
spirit, which helps us focus 

more on our relationships. In 
his book Crazy Busy, Kevin 
De Young shows how being 
too busy ruins our joy and 
robs our relationships. We 
are so frazzled, anxious or 
distracted that we don’t have 
time for the people most 
important to us.

Voluntary simplicity
Abby Sasscer, a homes-

chooling mom and author, 
uses the term voluntary sim-
plicity to describe her family’s 
spiritual journey and says 
that the beauty of it all is that 
there are no set rules or regu-
lations when it comes to vol-
untary simplicity. “It is partly 
a lifestyle and a mindset, but 
mostly a disposition of the 
heart and soul,” Abby says. 
It is the gratitude that flows 
from acknowledging that 
God has provided enough. 
“Like a dove flying freely 
towards the heavens, simple 
living brings about true free-
dom of spirit, gives us lasting 
joy and leads us closer to the 
heavenly kingdom.”

Brenda Dickerson is com-
munication director for the 
Mid-America Union.

The Simple 
Life: Amish 
and Adventist

When Less Is

Just Right M
arcos Paseggi/Adventist Review

Adventists have much in 
common with—and also 
much we can learn from—
the Amish. We both value 
simplicity in lifestyle, a 
connection with nature, 
and nurturing strong 
families and communities.

Andy and Naomi Weaver 
(pictured), along with 
their eight children, live 
in West Salem, Ohio. In 
August 2014, Andy and 
Naomi were baptized and 
became members of the 
Adventist Church.

“When we became 
Adventists, we had to 
decide whether we would 
leave our Amish lifestyle 
behind or keep it,” says 
Andy. They chose to stay 
Amish, not based on 
religious requirements, 
but to help further their 
dream of establishing 
an Amish Seventh-day 
Adventist church in their 
community.

bit.ly/Amish-Adventist
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Busyness is the new normal 
in American society. And life 
seems to become increasingly 

more complex with every pass-
ing year. 

No one understands this real-
ity better than college students. 
Noah Tate, a native of Denver, 
Colorado, is currently a senior 
at Oakwood University facing 
the daily challenges of balanc-
ing the demands of his pre-law 
and political science studies. 
He's also earning a minor in 
correctional sciences, along 
with participating in various 
activities on and off campus.

While Tate is grateful for 
the support of extended family 
and friends, sometimes life just 
piles up on him and it all seems 
a bit overwhelming. During 

those times, he reminds 
himself of the value of 

slowing down and 
prioritizing.

“The simple life 
gives testament that 
through our faith, 
consistency breeds 
true prosperity in our 
journey of life,” he 
states.
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LI
FE GETTING BACK TO THE BASICS

WHAT IS THE SIMPLE 
LIFE?

Throughout our history, 
Seventh-day Adventists have 
promoted a simple lifestyle. 
We are called to be a godly 
people who think, feel and 
act in harmony with biblical 
principles in all aspects of 
personal and social life.

While magazines, com-
mercials, books and Pinterest 
boards promise endless tips 
and secrets for living a simple, 
organized, contented life, it 
doesn’t take long to realize 
that all their tips and tricks 
can leave us with more to do, 
buy and long for.

Maybe the simple life 
doesn’t have anything to do 
with stuff. Perhaps God’s 
Word holds the only secret to 
the simple life that we need.

GOOD REASONS FOR 
LIVING SIMPLY

Getting back to basics 
requires not only a change in 
behavior, but also a change 
in mindset. It requires us to 
no longer view Christianity 
as only a means to obtain 
earthly possessions or heav-
enly salvation, but as a way to 
achieve holiness.

Many would argue that 
striving for holiness means 
becoming a legalist or a 

Pharisee, but in fact that is 
not true. Striving for holiness 
actually shows that we truly 
understand the point of the 
gospel. It shows our purpose 
as disciples of Christ is not 
just to make it to heaven, but 
our focus is to live as God 
designed—in accordance to 
His will.

To be honest, most of my 
efforts are focused on working 
to earn money, trying to get 
a better opportunity, a better 
car, a better house and other 
earthly treasures. Not only are 
my efforts focused on those 
things, but so are my prayers. 
I can’t remember the last time 
I prayed not just to be saved, 
but to be holy and obedient.

It’s a humbling admission 
to say you’ve been a Christian 
for all the wrong reasons, but 
I think that kind of humility 
is exactly what God wants. He 
wants us to recognize we’re 
flawed so we turn our faults 
over to Him. He wants us 
to realize we’ve been doing 
things the wrong way, so 
He can instruct us on how 
to do them the right way. It 
ultimately comes down to 
obedience.

The Bible is filled with 
stories of individuals who 
chose obedience to God and 
the simple life over material 
excess. A good story from the 
Old Testament that illustrates 
this is the life of Joseph. He 

BY BRITTANY WINKFIELD

Noah Tate is a senior at Oakwood University 
studying pre-law and political sciences.
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need, for I have learned how 
to be content with whatever 
I have. I know how to live 
on almost nothing or with 
everything. I have learned 
the secret of living in every 
situation, whether it is with a 
full stomach or empty, with 
plenty or little” Phil. 4:11-12. 

4. Learn the power of saying 
No. You can’t do it all, so 
why try? “Be still, and know 
that I am God! I will be 
honored by every nation. I 
will be honored throughout 
the world” Ps. 46:10. 

5. Put your phone down! 
Pause the steady scrolling 
and liking and sharing and 
take a mental decluttering 
break. “Seek the kingdom of 
God above all else, and live 
righteously, and he will give 
you everything you need” 
Matt. 6:33.

My prayer is that we all 
get back to the basics of 
Christianity, which is humbly 
submitting our will to God’s 
and following His plan for our 
lives. You can start today!

Brittany Winkfield is communi-
cation director for the Central 
States Conference.

Back2Basics magazine (B2B) promotes a deeper 
relationship with Christ, reading, writing, creativity 
and freshness. 

The Bible is sometimes referred to as Basic 
Instructions Before Leaving Earth. B2B uses the 
Bible as the foundation for content and presents 
it in a fresh and creative way.

The mission is to inform and inspire young 
people in their walk with Christ by being “of, 
by, and for” God’s young people, all the while 
keeping the publication free to anyone who 
wants to read the content.

B2B is always looking for changemakers like 
you! Join us in supporting youth in their walk 
with Christ. Tell a friend about the magazine or 
become a content contributor.

Read the magazine at back2basicsmag.com

certainly had his share of hard 
times and difficult situations, 
but he was guided with the 
simple principle of obeying 
God and doing right by those 
around him (Genesis 37-50).

HOW CAN I LIVE A 
SIMPLER LIFE?

The beginning of a new 
year is a good time to take 
a new look at the simple 
life. I’m here to tell you that 
simplifying doesn’t need to be 
complicated. I’ve learned that 
taking small steps is the best 
way to make it happen. With 
that in mind, here are some 
ideas to help you on your own 
journey to simpler.

1. Start the day with God. 
Nothing sets the tone of 
your day more than your 
morning meeting with 
God. “Before daybreak the 
next morning, Jesus got up 
and went out to an isolated 
place to pray” Mark 1:35. 

2. Slow down. Know when to 
take your foot off the gas 
and rest a little. “Then Jesus 
said, ‘Come to me, all of 
you who are weary and car-
ry heavy burdens, and I will 
give you rest’” Matt. 11:28. 

3. Declutter physical spaces. 
Getting rid of extra items 
you no longer 
use will help 
declutter your 
home, your 
emotions 
and your 
thoughts. 
“Not that I 
was ever in 
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MAUC Hosts Growing Young Adventists 
Summit in Kansas City

More information 
about GYA: 
growingyoung
adventists.com

More information 
about the next 
GYA Summit:
growingmauc.com

Pastor Guadalupe Montour talks about 
GYA's learning journey of encouraging 
leaders, churches, organizations and groups 
to love next generations better.
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Last November a group of 
individual members and 

teams from local churches 
around the Mid-America 
Union gathered in Kansas 
City for two days to learn 
practical skills for improving 
intergenerational ministry in 
their churches.

The Growing Young Adven-
tists initiative began in 2016 
across the North American 
Division as a learning journey 
for local churches and leaders 
helping to build faith com-
munities that will not only 
survive, but thrive. GYA is an 
intergenerational movement 
nurturing relationship building 
and cultural transformation 
that embraces young people 
and benefits all generations in 
the Adventist Church.

Changing church culture 

Growing Young isn’t about 
changing youth ministry. It’s 
about changing church culture.

The overall message from 
the weekend was that if 
churches put Jesus first and 
at the center of all they say 
and do, the natural result is 
empathy for all members. That 
empathy cultivates a warm 
community, which then places 
young people at a higher pri-
ority. When young people are 
a priority, the church invests in 
giving them leadership oppor-
tunities. All of this expands the 
church’s influence and makes 
members better neighbors to 
the community around them 
and to the world.

“What I really need is for my 

church to stop assuming they 
know what I need and actually 
talk to me,” said a high school 
student attendee. “I’d feel a lot 
better about my local church 
if the leaders included me and 
my generation in the conver-
sation about us and what we 
need. I can’t think of the last 
time my pastor even talked to 
me, let alone asked me what I 
was going through.”

The format for the week-
end was a series of interactive 
presentations on each of the 
six core characteristics of 
Growing Young, followed by 
small group discussion time, 
and then action planning time. 
Attendees were equipped with 
resources to continue learning 
and planning with their leaders 
back home, in the hopes of 
changing their local church 
culture to be more conducive 
to reaching and retaining all 
of their members and becom-
ing more active in their local 
communities.

“I am excited to hear people 
talking about realistic solu-
tions to our challenges,” said 

an MAUC pastor. “For far too 
long we’ve pushed these issues 
under the rug or found quick 
fixes that never really solved 
anything, but made us feel 
better about ourselves. I could 
see Growing Young Adventists 
actually making a difference.”

This was the first of two 
Growing Young Adventists 
Summits to be held in the 
MAUC. The second will be in 
the Spring of 2019 in Minnesota. 

Timothy Floyd serves as Youth 
and Young Adult Ministries di-
rector for the Kansas-Nebraska  
Conference.
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Adventist Women Leaders Hold Focus 
Gathering in Mid-America
Nearly 30 women Adventist 

leaders from around the 
Mid-America Union came 
together on Union College’s 
campus in Lincoln, Nebraska, 
last November to learn from 
each other’s experiences 
and find inspiration for 
their leadership journeys. 
Cohosted by Union College 
and the Mid-America Union 
Conference, this leadership 
event was the first to be held 
since the North American 
Division Administrative 
Committee voted on Sept. 13, 
2018, to adopt and endorse 
the Adventist Women Leaders 
initiative. Women leaders 
representing all six conferences 
in the Mid-America Union 
and most of the Adventist 
Church’s ministries joined in 
encouraging and praying for 
one another.

According to Debra 
Brill, NAD vice president 
for Ministries who chairs 
the initiative, the goals of 
AWL are to create and foster 
a supportive and engaging 
community for women who 
serve in leadership capacities 
for the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church, along with mentoring 
and training new and younger 
women leaders. Brill, who 
was the evening’s keynote 
speaker, shared a brief history 
of Adventist women in early 
church leadership positions 
and noted the strong support 
those working specifically as 
evangelists received from both 
James and Ellen White.

Linda Becker, director of 
special projects and student 

leadership initiatives at Union 
College, outlined the qualities of 
good leaders, including integrity, 
vision, clear communication and 
high emotional intelligence. 

“Leadership comes from 
our core, our characters, who 
we are,” said Becker. She also 
presented some of the latest 
research relating to diverse 
styles of leadership and how 
the strengths of male and 
female leaders complement 
each other.

A common theme that 
emerged during the round 
table discussions was the 
challenge women face in allow-
ing their voices to be heard in 
proper ways and channels.

“It wasn’t at all what I was 
expecting,” said one attendee 
after the focus gathering. “But I 
really loved it.”

Diane Thurber, president of 
Christian Record Services for 
the Blind, and Vinita Sauder, 
president of Union College, 
also participated in the event. 
Kessia Reyne Bennet, disciple-
ship pastor for College View 
Church in Lincoln, Nebraska, 
presented attendees with a 
spiritual charge before leading 
the closing prayer of dedication 
and blessing.

Specific messaging

Celeste Ryan Blyden, 
vice president for Strategic 
Communication and Public 
Relations for the Columbia 
Union Conference, spear-
headed the AWL initiative in 
2017. She said the messages of 
AWL to women in leadership 
are: We see you, we acknowl-
edge your call and accomplish-
ments, we rejoice in how God 
is working through you, we 
are here for you, and we are 
praying for you.

AWL is organizing a 
division-wide luncheon to 
be held on Jan. 16, 2019, in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico. 
There women leaders will 
engage in interactive learn-
ing experiences relating to 

emotional intelligence, and 
learn to use methods that help 
foster healthy workplace prac-
tices and relationships.

Women who serve as pres-
idents, vice presidents, direc-
tors, associate and assistant 
directors, superintendents 
and leaders of Adventist 
ministries are invited to join 
the AWL community.

Brenda Dickerson is com-
munication director for the 
Mid-America Union.

Sign up for the 
newsletter: bit.ly/
AWLNewsletter

Photos: Pat M
axw

ell Robertson
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Ebenezer Fellowship Church
Little church shines a big light in Minneapolis

Ebenezer Fellowship 
Church has stood at the 

corner of East 34th Street 
in Minneapolis for more 
than 25 years. But an article 
in one of the local papers 
about hunger and giving 
back to the neediest among 
us changed the church’s rela-
tionship with its community. 

The Holy Spirit used 
the article as an impetus 
to create a partnership 
between Ebenezer and a 
national corporation that 
has allowed the church 
members to fulfill the gospel 
commission of 1 Peter 5:2. 

This verse admonishes us 
to,“Feed the flock of God 
which is among you, taking 
the oversight [thereof], not 
by constraint, but willingly; 
not for filthy lucre, but of a 
ready mind” (KJV).

Under the steady and 
intentional leadership of 
Pastor Johnathan B. Fields 
Jr. and the enthusiasm of the 
congregation, Ebenezer Fel-
lowship became an “Agency 
Partner” of Second Harvest 
Heartland, a nonprofit 
organization fighting to end 
hunger through community 
partnerships, food banks 

and more. Church members 
began distributing fresh, 
farm-grown produce to the 
community. 

This community outreach 
effort was combined with 
soul winning strategies that 
include inserting tracts and 
booklets in the plastic bags 
that contain the produce 
and offering onsite prayers 
and “prayer pillows” that 
contain tracts and copies of 
OUTLOOK magazine.

The community’s response 
has been positive, as familiar 
faces continue to return. 
For the church volunteers, 
the reward and joy of doing 

God’s will is seeing tears of 
gratitude and thankfulness 
in the eyes of a mother 
when walking away with 
her three-month-old child, 
or a grandmother with her 
grandson shouting out, 
“Glory to God,” or even an 
elderly woman pulling a 
cart while repeating in awe, 
“I didn’t know you guys do 
this. I have to call my son to 
tell him.”

Making an impact, 
sharing the gospel

Where does the little 
corner church in Minneap-

Ebenezer Fellowship Church teamed up with 
Second Harvest Heartland to distribute fresh, 
farm-grown produce to the community (left). 
This has been combined with outreach efforts 
such as offering onsite prayers and prayer 
pillows that contain tracts and copies of 
OUTLOOK magazine (below).Ph
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olis go from here? Ebenezer 
Fellowship has already been 
asked by Second Harvest to 
collaborate with and spon-
sor two school-based food 
programs. These programs 
provide food and resources 
for over 600 students and 
their families every month.

Ebenezer Fellowship 
Church may be small, but 
with God’s help and under 
the leadership of Pastor 
Fields, an impact is being 
made that we pray will be 
felt throughout the city of 

Minneapolis as we work to 
fulfill the gospel mission in 
our community.

Callmie Dennis is program 
manager for Second Harvest 
Community Partnership at the 
Ebenezer Fellowship Church in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota.
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DAKOTA CONFERENCE

Dakota Conference 
communication director 

Jacquie Biloff interviewed sis-
ters-in-law Paulette Bullinger 
and Debbie Hegney about 
being raised in Catholic fami-
lies and independently finding 
Adventism. They shared their 
stories during a sermon at 
their home church in Man-
dan, North Dakota, and were 
subsequently asked to speak in 
other churches.

Paulette: It started many 
years ago when Debbie—then 
married to Greg—came to 
visit me. I was married to 
Greg’s brother Bob. Bob’s 
family of brothers and sisters 
were split up when Bob was 
six years old and Greg was 
two. Their mother had a heart 
attack and died when she was 
pregnant with baby number 
seven. The father was an alco-
holic, and he abandoned the 
family after the mother died. 

Sisters-in-law Become Sisters in Christ

According to Catholic tra-
dition, the Godparents take 
their Godchild and raise him 
or her. The children were split 
up, which was a shame in that 
small community. So the chil-
dren were raised as cousins, 
not siblings. Bob, however, 
was old enough to remember 
his mother. 

Greg was probably the 
most abused of the children. 
He was passed around to 
different families and even-
tually joined the military. 
When he came out of the 
service, he struggled to 
function in society.

Debbie: I owned salons in 
Williston and Ray, North 
Dakota. It was February 1984, 
and on that particular day it 
was 70 degrees. There was so 
much snow and my salon was 
in the lower level of a main 
street store. The landlord 
called a company that water-

proofs basements with epoxy 
baseboards and funnels the 
water to a sump pump. Greg 
is the one who responded. 

He was there most of the 
day talking in German. I 
went to him and told him, 
“I would appreciate if you 
wouldn’t swear in German. 
I understand what you are 
saying.” He looked surprised. 
Then I said, “You are forgiv-
en,” and I walked away. 

He was there a few days 
until it was complete, then 
he asked me out for a date. I 
found out he was 100 percent 
German, which meant the 
world to me because my 
heritage is important. 

After a few dates, I abso-
lutely fell in love with him. 
I could tell he was broken, I 
just didn’t know how deeply. I 
felt I could love him through 
it all and bring him to a point 
of recovery. We dated and 
were married in September.

Paulette: About 20 years 
ago, I started questioning 

my Catholic beliefs. Bob 
and I had divorced and 
we found out we couldn’t 
marry again in the church 
unless we both were given 
annulments. That is when I 
started searching and visit-
ing other churches, trying to 
figure out what is truth. 

It is funny how God works 
things out. I received a flyer 
in the mail for a prophecy 
seminar at the Civic Center 
in Bismarck. That started my 
transition into the Adventist 
faith, finding all kinds of new 
truth and meeting new sisters.

Debbie: When the oil boom 
stopped, we moved to Seattle. 
Alex, our first child, was born 
in Seattle and a couple years 
later our second son, Anton, 
was born. Greg found a job 
on a fishing vessel in the 
Bering Sea. They would work 
two months and have one 
month at home. I thought 
if military wives can do it, I 
could too. Alex was one-and-
a-half when Greg left. 

After a few rotations, 
things weren’t right any-
more. I didn’t realize women 
were on the ships. He left 
with one of the girls on the 
ship. They stayed together, 
for which I am glad, but he 
never returned.

My second husband Terry 
and I were living in Califor-
nia when one day he said, 
“Let’s go to that Adventist 
Church in Roseville.” We 
went to a Bible study. We 
thought that was a safe way 

God separately guides sisters-in-law into Adventism

Debbie Hegney (left) 
and Paulette Bullinger 
are sisters-in-law who 
grew up Catholic and 
separately discovered 
the Adventist 
Church. Their story 
demonstrates God’s 
direction, even 
through difficult times.
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to start. It was so far over 
our heads; it made me feel 
ashamed I didn’t know my 
Bible better. 

I worked for the Catholic 
Church while I was a single 
mom as one of my second 
jobs. Now we were going to 
church on Saturday, and I 
wasn’t sure about that. Then 
we moved to southern Cali-
fornia, to Hemet. There was 
another beautiful Adventist 
Church there. We went to an-

other series and were baptized.
We were going to come 

back to North Dakota for a 
vacation and I called Paulette 
to get a phone number.

Paulette said, “Oh, by the 
way, I left the church.” I said, 
“I did too.” Paulette said, 
“I’m a Seventh-day Adven-
tist.” I responded in surprise, 
“So am I!”

Paulette: The whole point of 
the story is that after all these 

years of being sisters-in-law, 
now we are sisters in Christ.

Debbie: We became sisters in 
Christ into the same denom-
ination. It is amazing how 
God puts things together.

Paulette: One thing I hope 
people learn from our experi-
ence is if you are in a bad sit-
uation right now, this isn’t the 
end of God’s timeline for you. 
We don’t know how God is 

going to lead in the moments 
of our lives to something 
more positive.

Debbie: You don’t know what 
is downstream. You may 
have fallen off the bridge but 
you don’t know where God 
is going to take you in that 
water—the water you think 
you are going to die in. Never 
give up. Persevere to the very 
last breath.
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Five Iowa-Missouri Teachers 
Receive Commissioned Ministry of 
Teaching Credential

Five Iowa-Missouri Con-
ference elementary teach-

ers received the Commis-
sioned Ministry of Teaching 
Credential during 2018. 

These recipients were Judi 
Thompson, principal and 
grades K-8 teacher at Prescott 
Elementary School in St. 
Joseph, Missouri; Jennifer 
Ewers, principal and grades 
K-8 teacher at Nevada Adven-
tist School in Nevada, Iowa; 
Ethan Lichtenwalter, grades 
7-10 teacher at Springfield Ju-
nior Academy in Springfield, 
Missouri; Mary McDowell, 
principal and grades 3-6 
teacher at Springfield Junior 
Academy; and Melissa Mor-
ris, principal and grades 7-9 
teacher at Hillcrest School in 
St. Louis, Missouri.

The Commissioned Minis-
try of Teaching Credential is 
the highest recognition given 
to a church school teacher 
by the Seventh-day Adven-
tist Church. It is awarded 
to teachers with at least six 
years of experience in and 
commitment to the Adven-
tist education system, with 
demonstrated proficiency 
in assigned responsibilities. 
Such teachers must exhibit 
a keen sense of Christian re-
sponsibility for nurturing and 
leading souls to Christ, for 
consistently upholding Christ 
as the focal point of all cur-
riculum and instruction, and 
for demonstrating positive 
interpersonal relationships, 
thus providing an environ-
ment of social, spiritual and 

emotional stability.
The ministry of teaching 

in the church is a gift, as Paul 
points out in 1 Cor. 12 and 
Eph. 4. In the body of Christ 
this gift is shared among 
many whom God appoints to 
instruct us in faith, knowl-
edge and holiness. Those 
who teach are also called to 
be learners who—having 
received light, knowledge and 
discernment from God— 
share their inspiration and 
understanding with students.

Joe Allison is education super-
intendent for the Iowa-Missouri 
Conference.

2019 Iowa-
Missouri 
Conference 
Calendar

If you are a church 
member in the 
Iowa-Missouri 
Conference, you 
should have 
received (or will 
soon receive) 
your copy of the 
2019 conference 
calendar. 

To request 
additional copies, 
please call 
515.223.1197 or 
visit imsda.org/
contact. 

Learn about 
upcoming events 
online at imsda.
org/events and stay 
connected to fellow 
Adventists across 
Iowa and Missouri 
throughout the year 
with imConnected, 
our weekly 
e-newsletter. 

Sign up at imsda.
org/newsletter.

Read more about each of the recipients at 
imsda.org/cmtc.

To contact one of Iowa-Missouri’s schools 
visit imsda.org/schools.

Recipients receive 
their credentials 
from Iowa-Missouri 
Conference education 
superintendent Joe 
Allison. 

From top: Judi 
Thompson, Jennifer 
Ewers, Ethan 
Lichtenwalter, Mary 
McDowell and Melissa 
Morris

Photos Courtesy Joe Allison
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Traveling Vietnam Veterans Memorial Replica 
Comes to Missouri

The Wall That Heals, a 
traveling three-quarter-

sized replica of the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial Wall in 
Washington, DC, made a 
stop in Ava, Missouri, last fall 
while on tour across the U.S.

Missouri governor Mike 
Parsons was scheduled to 
speak along with other distin-
guished guests.

When Mike Opeka, 
veteran and head elder of 
the Ava Church, learned that 
TWTH was coming to Ava, 
he mobilized the church to 
get involved. Sixteen of the 
church’s 80 members are 
veterans, five of whom served 
in Vietnam. The church was 
eager to help, with veteran 
and civilian members joining 
together to assist the Douglas 
County Veterans Memorial 
Association.

Expectations were low, 
given the rural location, but 
attendance and volunteer 
records were both broken. 
Over 20,000 visitors came 
through in just four days, 
and approximately 110 vol-
unteers made the 24-hours-
a-day operation possible.

Terry Wolfe, pastor of the 
Ava Church and a Vietnam 
veteran, not only helped with 
setup and teardown, but also 
enjoyed serving as a chaplain 
for attendees seeking counsel 
and prayer.

During setup, Ava Church 
deacons Jim Calkins and 
Raymond Cardwell were 
honored to carry a large 
section of the wall inscribed 
with the names of Calkin’s 
brother and Cardwell’s Ma-
rine companion.

Deaconess Gwyn Downs 
assisted in making sand-
wiches for the volunteers. On 
Sabbath, the church planned 
for visitors and boxed up 
meals after fellowship dinner 
to take to volunteers.

Members Eck and Judy 
Ulrich organized the photog-
raphy team for the Douglas 
County Veterans Memorial 
Association. Michael Downs 
used his expertise with drone 
piloting to capture footage, 
and Judy was even taken in 
an airplane with another local 
photographer to capture the 
10-mile-long procession as 
it began 60 miles away in 
Lebanon, Missouri. Over 
1,000 motorcycles and classic 
cars participated, breaking 
another record for TWTH. 

After receiving permis-
sion from the local Veterans 
Memorial Association to 
give away copies of the book 
about Desmond Doss (Hero 
of Hacksaw Ridge), the Ava 
Church stepped out in faith 
and ordered 5,000 books. 
Pathfinders and members 
took shifts in the church’s 
booth, which was open 

during daylight hours all 
four days. 

We continue to pray for 
the seeds planted and for 
relationships fostered in our 
community. Pray with us 
that those who visited The 

Online Exclusive 
Terry Wolfe, pastor 
of the Ava Church 
and a Vietnam War 
veteran, shares 
personal reflections 
on The Wall That 
Heals: imsda.org/
wolfeTWTH.

Wall That Heals will come to 
better know the source of all 
healing—Jesus Christ.

Connie Opeka is communication 
director for the Ava Church.

Pastor Terry Wolfe 
and another volunteer 
carry a panel of The 
Wall That Heals (right).

Ava Church deacon 
Jim Calkins searches 
for the location of his 
brother’s name on 
the well-illuminated 
wall (below).

Photos: Eck U
lrich
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Han Chol (Harold) Jung 
was ordained to the min-

istry on Oct. 13, 2018 at New 
Haven Church in Overland 
Park, Kansas. Jung, who was 
born and raised in Deacheum, 

Korea, has felt called to pastoral 
ministry since he was a youth. 

Jung grew up Adventist, 
and he attended a small 
rural church where the pastor 
preached twice a year. Because 

Jung Ordained to Pastoral Ministry

Harold and Joanne Jung (center) 
commemorate Jung’s ordination with the 
New Haven Korean group.

La Crosse and Bazine Expand Outreach

A new outreach effort in 
Hays, Kansas, is mov-

ing forward with surprising 
speed. When Pastor Mitch 
Elrod moved to Kansas to 
pastor the La Crosse and 
Bazine churches, he knew the 
members wanted to reach out 
to the Hays community.

Hays has a population of 
about 21,000 and is home to 
Fort Hays State University, with 
an enrollment of almost 15,000. 
For many years students from 
FHSU have attended La Crosse 
Church. Several students have 
been baptized as a result of 
the care and support of the La 
Crosse members, and because 
of their conviction the mem-

Pastor Mitch 
and Bev Elrod 
are working to 
expand ministry 
in Hays, Kansas.

bers started an Adventist school 
in Hays.

When Elrod and his wife Bev 
moved to the area, they ended 
up living in Hays. Elrod began 
attending the local ministerial 
meetings and Bev started a 
weekly women’s tea to connect 
with the local community. They 
also began contacting former 
Adventists in the Hays area. 

While sitting on his deck, 
Pastor Elrod noticed a vacant 
storefront. He contacted 
the owner about using it as 
a church. The owner was 
moved by the idea of a chapel 
in his building and offered a 
lower rent. The church boards 
met and voted to finance a 

one-year lease. They had their 
first meeting Sabbath after-
noon, Sept. 29, and 48 people 
attended, including guests 
from the community.

The Hays group continues 
to meet every Sabbath after-
noon for a warm and spirited 
worship service. Pastor Elrod 
and Bev continue to look for 
opportunities to forge new re-
lationships and invite people to 
the growing work. Thank you 
for praying for the La Crosse 
and Bazine congregations and 
their new work in Hays.

Virgil Covel is ministerial direc-
tor for the Kansas-Nebraska 
Conference.

the pastor came so rarely, his 
visits were celebrated with a 
feast. To Jung, this made the 
pastor a very special person.

Jung attended Adventist 
schools, where he was active 
in prayer group, music and 
was president of the church 
youth group. He attended 
Sahmyook University in 
Seoul, South Korea, and ma-
jored in theology. 

In his junior year, Jung 
went to Haerbin, China, as a 
missionary. While there he 
taught Bible and Korean and 
helped at the local church. He 
made friends with many North 
Korean escapees, and from 
that missionary experience 
he learned how influential the 
Word of God is in changing 
people’s lives. 

Jung’s ministry in the Unit-
ed States began in 2013 when 

he was hired as a part-time 
youth pastor for a Korean 
church in Minneapolis. 

In April 2015, Jung and his 
wife Juyeon (Joanne) moved 
to Kansas-Nebraska Confer-
ence, where he now serves as 
associate pastor at New Haven 
Church. His focus has been on 
strengthening the group of Ko-
rean believers in Kansas City.

Since joining New Haven, 
the Korean group has grown, 
and so has Jung’s family. The 
Jungs have been blessed with a 
son, Ian, who is one year old. 
Jung serves the New Haven Ko-
rean group and helps with the 
ReNewed Hope Food pantry.

John Sweigart is VP for adminis-
tration for the Kansas-Nebraska 
Conference.
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Halloween Alternatives Bring in the Community

Safe Haven (New Haven Church) and Light 
Up the Dark (Piedmont Park Church) are 
two alternatives to Halloween that teach the 
community about Christ.

On Oct. 31 each year, New 
Haven (Overland Park, 

Kansas) and Piedmont Park 
(Lincoln, Nebraska) churches 
host Halloween alternative 
events in their communities: 
Light Up the Dark and Safe 
Haven. Each was started with 
the same purpose in mind—to 
provide a safe environment for 
trick-or-treaters while sharing 
the love of Jesus with them.

“We want to go out and 
meet people where they are 
and share the gospel with 
them,” says Michael Half-
hill, lead pastor at Piedmont 
Park. “We have awesome 
light from Jesus and we are 
called to shine that light in 
the world. We turn a day that 
has become about goblins 
and ghosts into a day where 
we can learn about Jesus and 
salvation!”

New Haven youth pas-
tor Kyle Smith adds, “New 
Haven has a heart for our 
community and we want 

our neighbors to know we 
love them and want to know 
them. This is a great way for 
people to get to know us and 
see our heart for them.”

Each event is member 
driven and has multiple activ-
ities for children and their 
parents: food, bounce houses, 
arts and crafts, a mechanical 
bull and live music. 

Most importantly, both 
provide Bible-themed rooms 
and biblical plays as an 
opportunity for children to 
learn about the Bible. Each 
person is given a bag for 
candy that includes informa-
tion about the church and 
Adventist literature like Steps 
to Christ. At the end of the 
evening volunteers offer to 
pray with families before they 
head home.

Registration cards provide 
opportunities to reach out 
to guests in the future. They 
also invite participants to 
indicate if they would be 

Conference Welcomes New Education Superintendent

Jeff Bovee has been hired as 
the new education superin-

tendent for Kansas-Nebraska 
Conference, where he will 
give direction to 14 schools 
with about 600 students and 
50 teachers. Bovee was previ-
ously the VP for education in 
the Pennsylvania Conference, 
and has also served public 
and Adventist education in 
California, Oregon, Washing-
ton and Ohio. Bovee fills the 
position left vacant after Gary 
Kruger’s recent retirement. 

“Jeff is an educator with a 
heart for mission,” says Gary 
Gibbs, Pennsylvania Con-
ference president. “He has 
been passionate about helping 
schools and churches recog-
nize the evangelistic opportu-
nities inside the classroom. As 
a result, each of our schools 
now has a spiritual master 
plan that intentionally guides 
teachers in helping students 
make lifelong decisions for 
Christ and develop a personal 
relationship with Him.”

Bovee began his work in 
Kansas-Nebraska Conference 
in early November. We wel-
come Bovee and his wife Mari-
anne to our ministry team.

Ron Carlson is president of the 
Kansas-Nebraska Conference.

Jeff Bovee began 
working as education 
superintendent in 
November 2018.

interested in Bible studies, 
visits or any other services 
and future events

Collectively, Light Up the 
Dark and Safe Haven had  
nearly 1,500 guests attend 
this last year and gave mem-
bers a chance to be involved 

and be a part of a ministry 
that touches lives in their 
communities.

Stephanie Gottfried is publica-
tions director for the Kansas- 
Nebraska Conference.

Photos Courtesy Kansas-N
ebraska Conference
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Adventist Education and One Young Man’s Influence

Two things quickly stand 
out as you visit with 

Gilead Tarus. First, he has a 
great smile. Second, he has 
an unusually calm, peaceful 
spirit. Both qualities come 
from a life grounded in Jesus.

Tarus is a 15-year-old 
sophomore at Maplewood 
Academy who has already 
preached two sermons at 
his home church (Andover 
Church). He also spoke last 
year for the MWA student 
week of prayer. When he was 

Gilead Tarus, a 15-year-old sophomore 
at Maplewood Academy, has chosen to 
dedicate his life to sharing God. From 
preaching sermons at his home church 
of Andover to speaking at the MWA 
student week of prayer to working in 
the Minnesota Conference magabook 
program, Tarus is committed to teaching 
others about Christ. 

a seventh grader, he even 
invited students to his room 
during MWA’s music festival 
for worship and Bible study. 

God’s Spirit working in 
a big way

Tarus is the son of Sam-
son and Everlyn Tarus. He 
was born in Minnesota, but 
his parents are from Kenya. 
Because of his ethnicity, he 
speaks some Swahili and 
his favorite food is chapati 

(Kenyan flatbread) with rice 
and beans. 

Tarus’ gift for spiritual 
leadership began to show it-
self early—even in elementa-
ry school. Tralese Syvertson 
was Tarus’ teacher for grades 
5-8. “He found the Lord in 
a big way,” she said. “He was 
not reserved or ashamed 
about it. God changed him 
into a kind young man, and 
kids would go to him for ad-
vice. I’ve never seen anything 
quite like it.” 

According to Syvertson, 
the worship and Bible study 
Tarus held during MWA mu-
sic fest outgrew his assigned 
dorm room and had to move 
into the hallway.

Tarus was surprised how 
God’s spirit worked in some of 
his classmates last year. “I saw 
people come to Christ who 
I never thought would make 
that decision,” he said. “People 
who were watching basket-
ball videos 24/7 switched to 
watching sermons.”

Tarus now sees a special 
opportunity to lift up Jesus 
over meals at the cafeteria. 
“People talk about God 
and His mysteries,” he said. 
“There are special times when 
the table talk is lifting us 
closer to heaven.”

Seeing God’s guidance 
in his life

Tarus’ ability to be at MWA 
is due to his reliance on God, 
paired with his work ethic. 
This past summer, he worked 

for the Minnesota Confer-
ence magabook program with 
Darrell Conway, the con-
ference literature evangelism 
coordinator. Currently, Tarus 
works with the ASSIST pro-
gram at Maplewood. ASSIST 
partners students with senior 
citizens at assisted living cen-
ters and nursing homes.

Tarus believes his Maple-
wood experience is teaching 
him independence. “I see 
Christ more,” he said. “I’m 
learning from my mistakes 
and I see God’s guidance in 
my life.”

Enabling learners to 
develop a life of faith

Adventist education’s mis-
sion is to enable learners to 
develop a life of faith in God, 
and to use their knowledge, 
skills and understandings 
to serve God and humanity. 
As you consider the chil-
dren in your life or the local 
school ministry your church 
is sponsoring, remember 
this mission and remember 
Tarus. Adventist education 
exists to help young peo-
ple meet and know Christ. 
Please pray for your local 
educators as they strive to 
give more students the same 
opportunities as Tarus.

John Bedell is education super-
intendent for the Minnesota 
Conference.

Courtesy Maplewood Academy
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Pastor Sean Lee Ordained to the Ministry

P astor Sean Lee was 
ordained to the minis-

try at Southview Church in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, on 
Sabbath, Nov. 17.

“Sean has been working 
toward ordination for several 
years, and it was with great 
pleasure that we held the 
ordination service for him,” 
said Elder Justin Lyons, Min-
nesota Conference president. 
“The service signifies the 
church’s recognition of the 
call God has already placed 
on his life.”

Tim Denniston, Southview 
Church’s first elder, presented 
Lee’s history; Lyons preached 
the sermon and offered a 
special ordination prayer; and 
Elder Brian Mungandi, vice 
president for administration, 
gave the ordination charge 
and presented Lee with his 
ordination certificate. 

Journey shaped by a call

Pastor Lee was born and 
raised in South Korea, and 
thanks to the careful tutelage 
and prayers of his mother, 
was baptized in 1993 in his 
home church. 

While attending an Ad-
ventist academy, Lee learned 

more about Jesus. A friend 
introduced him to a King’s 
Heralds album from 1961, 
and Lee’s spiritual journey 
was reshaped. He fell in love 
with Christian music, which 
sparked his involvement in 
religious activities. 

During his senior year in 
high school, Lee felt God 
calling him to be a pastor. He 
attended the Adventist univer-
sity in Seoul, South Korea, and 
when he graduated he joined 
full time ministry singing first 
tenor for the Golden Angel 
Singers of the Northern Asia 
Pacific Division.

Lee immigrated to the 
United States in 2006 and 
began pastoral ministry at the 
Baltimore Korean Adventist 
Church in Maryland. While 
serving there he met his wife, 
Helen Kim. They married in 
2009 while Helen completed 
her degree in dentistry. 

Lee completed his Mas-
ter of Divinity degree at 
Andrews University, then 
accepted a call to the Santa 
Maria Korean Church in 
California. After a few years 
he moved back to Michigan 
to serve as pastor of Andrews 
Korean Church. While pa-
storing there, he also com-
pleted a Master of Business 
Administration degree from 
Andrews University.

Lee was called to the Min-
nesota Conference in 2015 
to serve as associate pastor 
for Southview Church and 
associate youth director for 
Young Adult Ministries at 
the conference. 

In 2018, Lee was asked 
to serve as senior pastor for 
Southview Church. “I am ex-
cited to serve in this role with 
the church ministry lead-
ers,” said Lee. “I feel blessed 
because I can see the willing-

ness of church leadership and 
the desire of the congregation 
to serve their community.” 

In addition to leading the 
Southview Church, Lee loves 
to play and have fun with 
his two sons, Nathan and 
Joseph. He enjoys singing 
and producing music. He also 
enjoys serving his commu-
nity as a police chaplain 
with the Minneapolis Police 
Department.

Savannah Carlson is com-
munication director for the 
Minnesota Conference.

Nathan Lee, Pastor 
Sean Lee’s son, 
leads the church 
in reading Isaiah 
42:7, his father’s 
favorite text.

Elder Brian Mungandi 
(right) offers words 
of encouragement to 
Pastor Sean Lee and 
his wife, Helen Kim.

Photos Courtesy Southview Church
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Campion Orchestra Meets World-Renowned Violinist

Twelve orchestra students 
from Campion Academy 

were given a once-in-a-life-
time opportunity to hear 
the Greater Boulder Youth 
Orchestra accompanying 
world-renowned violinist Mi-
dori Goto at Macky Auditori-
um in Boulder last October.

A child prodigy, Midori 
performed for the United Na-
tions Messengers of Peace at 
the age of six. She performed 
with the New York Philhar-
monic by 11. When she was 
14, two of Midori’s strings 
broke during a performance 
of Leonard Bernstein’s “Ser-
enade after Plato’s Sympo-
sium” under the direction of 
Bernstein himself. After the 
first string broke, she traded 
instruments with the concert 
master and continued to 
play. When the second string 
broke, she again swapped 
violins, this time with the 
associate concert master, and 
finished the song without 

missing a single note. She was 
given a standing ovation for 
her performance.

Campion’s orchestra stu-
dents arrived early on Oct. 
5 for a special session with 
Midori on effective person-
al practice. 

“The talk Midori gave 
about practicing was inspir-
ing,” said Megan Michalen-
ko, violinist in the Campion 
orchestra. “She talked about 
organizing your practice time 
and making sure you get the 
best out of every practice.”

Sami Hodges, violinist in 
the Campion orchestra, add-
ed, “Midori’s talk on practice 
was very applicable and has 
inspired me to make the most 
of my instrument. Going to 
Midori’s concert was one 
of the best things I’ve ever 
experienced!”

Caleb Wehling, trum-
pet player in the Campion 
orchestra, said, “The concert 
inspired me to work on how 

I practice daily and to never 
stop improving.”

Madeline Jordan, a student 
at Campion and a member 
of the Greater Boulder Youth 
Orchestra Symphony, had the 
rare opportunity to accompa-
ny Midori for a performance 
of Mendelssohn’s Violin 
Concerto in E Minor. 

“It was a dream come 

The Campion Academy orchestra was able 
to meet and hear world-renowned violinist 
Midori Goto (center) at a performance by 
the Greater Boulder Youth Orchestra. 

Kindergarteners Honor Veterans

Agape H
am
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Mile High Academy has 
some of the best teach-

ers in the business and we are 
proud to say our students are 
learning from passionate and 
caring educators.

One such teacher is Kate 
Kamarad, MHA’s kindergar-
ten teacher. Kamarad has the 
ability to bring innovation 
and big thinking to the littlest 
learners on campus.

This year, Kamarad has 
brought guest speakers and 
organized field trips. One field 

trip was to veteran grave sites 
where she taught students 
about respect, honor and what 
it means to be a part of this 
great country.  

The kindergarten class 
visited Littleton Cemetery 
last November, where they 
placed 200 flags on the graves 
of fallen veterans. Prior to the 
outing, Kamarad discussed 
with them the way in which 
the flags would be placed, 
how they would show respect 
to the fallen soldiers, and the 

way each child would salute 
after placing the flag graveside. 
Armed with this knowledge, 
the children were prepared 
when 9News Denver arrived 
to film them. Without pausing, 
they continued their mission 
to honor those who served.

When kindergartener Na-
than Matabi was interviewed, 
he explained why they were 
honoring the soldiers: “They 
died for our freedom.”

Agape Hammond is director of 
marketing for Mile High Academy.

true to play Mendelssohn’s 
Violin Concerto and it 
was a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity to accompany 
such an amazing violinist,” 
said Jordan.

Carey Jordan is a parent of a 
Campion Academy student.
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Former RMC Youth Director Loses House in Paradise Fire

LifeSource Fellowship Ministers to Neighbors

LifeSource Adventist Fellow-
ship held its yearly Trunk 

or Treat on Oct. 27, 2018, an 
event created for nearby neigh-
bors of LifeSource. 

“It was the biggest Trunk or 
Treat event so far,” said Amy 
Boulnois, Children’s Ministry 
leader at LifeSource, as she 
stood in the Fellowship Hall 
of the church looking toward 
the doors. “Five hundred and 
fifteen people came through 
those doors.”

When families came 

through the door, a photog-
rapher was on hand to take 
a family photo. From there, 
they progressed through 
themed rooms, beginning 
with the barnyard room, 
where kids played horseshoes 
and lassoed a cow. When 
they reached the jungle room, 
they participated in a banana 
toss and made jungle animal 
masks. The tiki room had a 
large volcano that erupted, 
and in the space room, they 
made their way through a 
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The morning of Nov. 8, 
2018 a firestorm blasted 

through Paradise, a north-
ern California town with a 
large Adventist population, 
destroying most of the town 
and nearly 19,000 homes and 
businesses. The more than 
1,200-member Paradise Ad-
ventist Church was destroyed 
and the Adventist elementary 
school and Feather River 
Adventist Hospital were 
damaged. 

Many people lost their lives 
as they fled. Some burned in 

their vehicles attempting to 
evacuate. Others haven’t yet 
been found.

Former RMC youth director 
Steve Hamilton, who moved 
with his family to Paradise in 
October to serve as senior pas-
tor at the Paradise Church, lost 
almost all his possessions in 
the fire. Able to safely evacuate 
with several vehicles, he and 
his family now face the task of 
not only rebuilding their own 
lives, but helping an entire 
church rebuild.

People from Southern Cal-

Steve and Delinda 
Hamilton's home stood 
on this spot prior to 
the Camp Fire. Nearly 
19,000 buildings were 
destroyed by the fire.

ifornia and Oregon Adventist 
churches showed up immedi-
ately with relief goods, filling 
a gymnasium to serve the first 
wave of need. “We’ve already 
gone through three semi-
trucks,” Hamilton commented 
two weeks after the tragic fire. 
“The Red Cross and FEMA 
are just now getting set up.”

Hamilton helped to dis-
tribute the goods that were 
brought in by other churches 
from California and Oregon 
and worked on setting up an 
office where he could facilitate 
the massive amount of things 
needing attention. He was also 

instrumental in getting the 
school up and running by the 
end of Thanksgiving break.

“Steve is at his best in an 
emergency,” said friend and 
former RMC colleague Matt 
Moreland. “He will face this 
challenge with confidence.”

Following the destruction, 
Hamilton was able to view 
their former home and take 
a photo of the leveled house 
to show his wife, Delinda. 
Her response was, “Good! 
I couldn’t face myself if our 
house was intact and all 
the other church members’ 
homes were burned.”

Expressing his appreciation 
for RMC’s support, Hamilton 
said, “It’s knowing that our 
friends in RMC are backing 
us up and praying for us that 
makes us strong.”

Stories on this page were writ-
ten by Carol Bolden, communi-
cation assistant for the Rocky 
Mountain Conference.

giant solar system maze. 
Event volunteers were 

kept busy as excited groups 
of children and their parents 
explored the rooms.

“This is just one of many 
outreach activities held each 
year at LifeSource,” said  

J. Murdock, LifeSource as-
sociate pastor. “We value our 
neighbors and want to make a 
difference in their lives. For a 
pastor, it means that our con-
gregation is responsive to the 
needs of their neighbors.”
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The path to finding a 
calling isn’t always a 

four-lane highway; some-
times it’s meandering and 
boulder-strewn. At least that’s 
how Spencer Curtis de-
scribes his journey.

“My first year of college,” 
he confessed, “I was di-
rectionless. I liked a lot of 
different things, but I felt like 
music was calling and every-
thing else was a means to that 
end, so college was difficult 
because I didn’t want to study 
music theory. I wanted some-
thing practical.”

In his educational pursuit 
he rambled through Montana, 
California and Washington 
before settling in the middle 
of the country—Nebraska. 
At Union College he finally 
found an environment where 
he could thrive. And, after 
sampling a few majors, he 
graduated in 2015 with a 
degree in fitness and wellness.

But graduation doesn’t 
guarantee fulfillment.

His first job out of college 
was as a personal trainer. But 
that wasn’t Spencer’s calling.

“As a personal trainer, I 
didn’t feel fulfilled,” he admit-
ted. “I didn’t feel I was doing 
what I was supposed to do. I 
wanted to do something in the 
medical field to help people in 
more dire circumstances.”

So in the summer of 2018 
he completed an internship 

in clinical exercise physiology 
where he learned cardiac and 
pulmonary rehab.

Curtis’ search for his 
God-given calling led him to 
his current position at Qual-
ity Living, Inc., in Omaha, 
Nebraska, where individuals 
suffering from brain and 
spinal cord injuries and 
strokes come to rehabilitate. 
He works as a fitness coach 
on the physical therapy/occu-
pational therapy team.

Along the way, Curtis re-
fined his definition of calling.

“Calling,” he said, “ends up 
being fulfilled when you find 
something that allows you to 
provide value to something 
bigger than yourself. I’m 
working with people, some 
who have lost hope, and over 
the course of their rehab I 

track their progress and share 
the results with them. It’s an 
amazing thing.” 

Curtis never thought he’d 
get to work in an environ-
ment where he would see 
people go from completely 
shattered and paralyzed to 
getting out of their wheel-
chair and walking and 
returning to their family. 
Not every case is like that, 
but with every individual 
he works with, he finds a 
unique person who’s going 
through a lot. 

“When I see they can be 
positive about what they’re 
going through it gives me so 
much perspective on my own 

Spencer Curtis
Calling means contributing to 
something bigger than yourself

Spencer Curtis worked 
as a personal trainer 
when he graduated 
from Union in 2015 
with a degree in 
fitness and wellness, 
but it wasn’t until 
he began helping 
victims recover from 
brain and spinal cord 
injuries that he felt like 
he’d found his calling.

life,” said Curtis. “For me, 
that’s where I find fulfill-
ment, purpose and calling. 
I’m constantly surrounded 
by something that’s towering 
above me and I get to work 
toward it.”

But Curtis didn’t turn his 
back on his other passion. He 
and some friends formed a 
band and they are working on 
producing original music. He 
believes following your call-
ing can take you down many 
paths, and as long as you are 
providing value, that is exact-
ly where you should be.

Photos: Scott Cushm
an/U

nion College
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Calling means changing the world one kid at a time

Drew Mekelburg

When Drew 
Mekelburg enrolled at 
Union College to study 
education, he loved 
sports and dreamed 
of being an academy 
P.E. teacher. But God 
called him to change 
the lives of students 
in a Title I school in 
Lincoln, Nebraska. 
Mekelburg graduated 
from Union College in 
2016 and has found 
his calling helping 
his students discover 
the person they were 
created to be.

“My calling,” said 
Drew Mekelburg, 

“is to make this world a 
better place.”

So, after graduating in 2016 
from Union College with a 
degree in physical education, 
Mekelburg took a job teach-
ing P.E. at Belmont Elementa-
ry in Lincoln, Nebraska.  

His original plan was to 
teach at an Adventist boarding 
school as an athletic director 
and coach. “That’s what I 
wanted to do, and I got a few 
offers to do that, but for what-
ever reason, I wasn’t feeling 
pulled toward any of them,” 
Mekelburg explained. “I don’t 
know why. It’s what I wanted, 
but when I heard about Lin-
coln Public Schools, I started 
working toward that goal.”

After spending every year 
of his education in Adven-
tist schools, working at a 
Title 1 public school was a 
culture shock.

“Teaching at a public 
school is very different,” he 
said. “I teach 800 students 
at a Title 1 school, so more 
than 90 percent of those stu-
dents are from low-income 
families. A lot of my students 
go home to situations that no 
child should ever have to go 
through. School for them is a 
safe place. That’s where they 
get two meals a day. That’s 
where they have people who 
care for them, who hold 
them accountable, who make 
them better.”

Mekelburg is one of those 
people. He ignored those 
who said, “Do you want to be 
just a PE teacher? Drew, you 
can do better than that. Man, 
come on, you’re smarter than 
that; you’re more talented 
than that.”

Mekelburg found purpose 
in the opportunity to help 
kids see who they were creat-
ed to be. Every day he has the 
chance to be a positive male 
role model (something many 

kids lack). Every day he has 
the chance to encourage, to 
love and to help kids live up 
to their full potential. Every 
day he has a chance to fulfill 
his calling.

“I sat a kid down because 
he was having a rough day,” 
Mekelburg shared. “I said, 
‘Tell me something you’re 
good at.’ He said, ‘Getting in 
trouble.’ I said. ‘No, you’re 
good at this, this and this.’ 
I get to show them they are 

good at more than getting 
in trouble. I get to show 
them they are a person who 
is valued and who has a 
purpose in life. I get to show 
them they’re more than they 
think they are. Many kids 
think they are losers and 
letdowns, and they’re not. 
They are not!”

Mekelburg believes he has 
found his calling in helping 
his kids understand their 
God-given value—making 
his corner of the world a bet-
ter place one child at a time.

Stories on these pages were 
written by Trena Reed, a Union 
College graduate and freelance 
writer in Lincoln, Nebraska.
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In a busy world full of texts, 
voicemails and instant 

messaging, we can get dis-
tracted from the things that 
matter most. By finding ways 
to simplify our lives, we can 
help improve our physical, 
mental and spiritual health. 

At AdventHealth Shaw-
nee Mission, we focus on 
whole-person health through 
the faith-based CREATION 
Health principles. Each of 
those components—Choice, 
Rest, Environment, Activity, 
Trust in God, Interpersonal 
relationships, Outlook and 
Nutrition—help us stay mind-
ful and focus on our health 
priorities in the new year.

Choice
Choosing to be mindful, or 

in the present moment, can 
help us stay calm. By focusing 
too much on the future or 
past, we start to feel anxious 
or depressed. “If we’re not 
living in the present moment, 
we’re missing out on life,” says 
Lisa Cummings, wellness 

Simple Tips for a Healthy Year

manager at AdventHealth 
Shawnee Mission. To stay 
mindful, think about what 
you’re experiencing in the 
moment. For example, when 
washing your hair, choose to 
focus on the feel of the warm 
water and suds, rather than 
worrying about that meeting 
later in the day.

Rest
We all know getting 

enough sleep is important 
for our health. One way to 
get better rest is to take a 
break from electronics. “The 
anticipation of dings on our 
phones is attached to that 
heightened sense of alertness, 
the fight-or-flight response,” 
says Cummings. Simplify 
your life by turning off your 
phone and unplugging your 
internet at night for a more 
restful sleep.

Environment
Take time to appreciate the 

beauty of the world around 
you—whether it’s the autumn 

leaves, the smell of the bak-
ery, or the flowers you bought 
from the store. Focusing on 
our environment can help us 
stay mindful and calm in the 
present moment.

Activity
Exercising not only helps 

our physical health, but it 
helps us stay mindful while 
interacting with the world 
around us. Going for a walk, 
dancing to your favorite song 
or planting flowers in the gar-
den can all boost your mood 
and focus your thoughts.

Trust in God
“Take time to reflect on 

God and how everything in 
the universe operates in an 
ordered system,” says Mark 
Stoddart, administrative 
director of Spiritual Wellness 
at AdventHealth Shawnee 
Mission. “One Bible verse 
that’s helpful to reflect on is 
Isa. 26:3: ‘You will keep in 
perfect peace those whose 
minds are steadfast, because 
they trust in you.’”

Interpersonal 
relationships

By taking a break from 
technology, we can recon-
nect with family and friends. 
“If everyone is sitting and 
looking at their phones at 
dinner, we might miss those 
moments with our fami-
ly that we can’t get back,” 
says Cummings. Set aside 
quality time with family and 
friends so you can enjoy their 
company, stay in the present 
moment and focus on those 
relationships.

Outlook
If you feel like your life 

is in disarray, reach out to 
people you trust. “Maybe 
you’ve suffered a loss, had 
some kind of spiritual break 
or lost hope,” says Stoddart. 
“Seeking help from a spiri-
tual counselor, a pastor or a 
trusted friend can help you 
reground and find peace.”

Nutrition
Healthy eating is often 

a New Year’s resolution. 
However, in our busy lives, 
we often eat while distract-
ed, causing us to make poor 
choices without realizing it. 
Try to focus on your food 
while eating. Put away dis-
tractions like your computer 
or phone and pay attention 
to the food’s texture, smell 
and taste. When we practice 
mindful eating, we tend to 
make better decisions about 
nutrition and pay attention to 
our hunger cues.

By finding ways to simplify 
our lives, we can focus on 
what’s important—our phys-
ical and mental health, our 
relationships and our spiritu-
ality—and maintain a healthy 
outlook for the new year.

Ann Muder is a writer for Ad-
ventHealth Shawnee Mission.

Learn more at 
AdventHealth.com 
or CREATIONHealth.
com.
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Arthur, David L., b. July 26, 
1944 in Hamilton, MT. d. May 
15, 2018 in Montrose, CO. 
Member of Montrose Church. 
Preceded in death by wife 
Janet Babb. Survivors include 
daughters Danace and Deana 
Sanchez; son David L. Jr.; 1 
sister; 2 brothers; 5 grandchil-
dren; 3 great-grandchildren.

Baar, Mildred “Millie,” b. 
March 26, 1930 in Center, 
ND. d. Jan. 19, 2017 in Man-
dan, ND. Member of Dickin-
son (ND) Church. Preceded 
in death by husband Richard; 
6 siblings. Survivors include 
children David Fandrich, 
Kathleen Smith and Thomas 
Fandrich; grandchildren; 
great-grandchildren. 

Bell, Pearl I., b. April 17, 
1923 in Fredericktown, MO. 
d. Sept. 18, 2018 in Freder-
icktown, MO. Member of 
Fredericktown Church. Pre-
ceded in death by husband 
Robert; 3 siblings. Survivors 
include daughter Karen 
Wright; 2 grandchildren; 2 
great-grandchildren.

Bennett, Irene, b. July 2, 
1927. d. April 25, 2018 in 
Eckert, CO. Member of 
Cedaredge (CO) Church. 
Preceded in death by hus-
band; 3 brothers; 1 sister. 
Survivors include daughter 
Debbie Wood; son Earl 
Ray; 12 grandchildren; 33 
great-grandchildren; 12 
great-great-grandchildren.

Bogue, Robert S., b. Feb. 18, 
1935 in Newcastle, WY. d. 
April 27, 2018. Member of 
Upton (WY) Church.

Boicourt, AnnaMaye, b. 
April 1, 1937 in Powell, 
WY. d. Sept. 17, 2018 in 
Lingle, WY. Member of 
Torrington (WY) Church. 
Survivors include husband 
Max; daughters Teri Murelli 
and Mindy Mechalke; sons 
Brad and Barry; 1 brother; 4 
grandchildren.

Corey, Casey, b. June 6, 1937. 
d. Aug. 30, 2018 in Colorado 
Springs, CO. Member of Col-
orado Springs South Church.

Dryer, Nadine A., b. Sept. 
13, 1952 in Massachusetts. d. 
Sept. 10, 2018 near Ellston, 
IA. Member of Osceola (IA) 
Church. Preceded in death by 
parents; 4 siblings; 2 grand-
children. Survivors include 
husband Bob; daughters To-
nia DeLong, Lisa Offield and 
Heather Gossman; sons Dave 
DeLong, Shane DeLong, 
Robert and Neil Gossman; 2 
brothers; 12 grandchildren; 6 
great-grandchildren.

Dunlavy, Esther L., b. July 
25, 1928. d. Oct. 1, 2018 in 
Springfield, MO. Member of 
Springfield Church.

Ellyson, Preston J., b. April 
5, 1941 in Panama City, FL. 
d. Dec. 18, 2017 in Belleville, 
IL. Member of Fulton (MO) 
Church. Survivors include 
daughter Roxanne Dragert; 
son Richard; 4 grandchildren; 
1 great-granddaughter.

Geier, Betty Jane, b. Sept. 8, 
1929 in Jamestown, ND. d. 
Oct. 24, 2018 in Bismarck, 
ND. Member of Bismarck 
Church. Preceded in death by 
husband Calvin; 6 brothers; 5 
sisters. Survivors include son 
Tim; daughters Karen Craw-
ford and Janny; 6 grandchil-
dren; 9 great-grandchildren.

Hadley, Wilbert C., b. Aug. 
12, 1937 in Nevada, IA. d. 
Aug. 5, 2018 in Ames, IA. 
Member of Nevada Church. 
Preceded in death by 1 
brother. Survivors include 
wife Joyce; son Timothy; 3 
grandsons.

Hammond, Olive Ann, b. 
April 30, 1933. d. April 21, 
2018. Member of Fort Lupton 
(CO) Church.

Heinrich, Eldina, b. Jan. 26, 
1926 in Street, ND. d. Sept. 
23, 2018 in Mount Dora, FL. 

Preceded in death by husband 
Arthur; 1 brother; 2 sisters. 
Survivors include daughters 
Sharon Werner and Cindy 
Darcy; sons Milo and Arlo; 
2 sisters; 7 grandchildren; 7 
great-grandchildren. 

Herman, Virgil C., b. Jan. 
20, 1934 near Waukon, IA. d. 
June 30, 2018 in Waukon, IA. 
Member of Waukon Church. 
Preceded in death by 2 sib-
lings; 2 grandchildren. Sur-
vivors include wife Darlena; 
daughter Susan Erickson; son 
Stanley; 3 sisters; 3 grandchil-
dren; 3 great-grandchildren. 
Served in U.S. Army.

Hill, Robert P., b. July 7, 1954 
in Kansas City, MO. d. Sept. 
7, 2018 in Kansas City, KS. 
Member of Gladstone (MO) 
Church. Survivors include 
wife Debra; daughter April 
Hord; son Mike; 2 sisters; 3 
granddaughters.

Hovaldt, Marcia, b. March 
16, 1943 in Pierre, SD. d. 
Aug. 24, 2018 in Sioux Falls, 
SD. Preceded in death by son 
Troy; 2 sisters. Survivors in-
clude husband Dale; children 
Clayton, Victor, Sheldon, 
Herman and Christian; 5 sib-
lings; 13 grandchildren; many 
great-grandchildren.

Jacobsen, Carolyn J., b. Feb. 
6, 1953 in Pasadena, CA. d. 
July 10, 2018. Member of 
Council Bluffs (IA) Church. 
Preceded in death by 1 sister. 
Survivors include 3 siblings.

Kelly, Ann, b. Feb. 14, 1938. 
d. Oct. 21, 2018 in Centralia, 
MO. Member of Sunnydale 
(MO) Church. Preceded in 
death by 8 siblings. Survivors 
include husband Jim; sons 
Jeff, Curt, Todd and Bret; 4 
siblings; 14 grandchildren; 14 
great-grandchildren.

Kingham, Anna M. (Sauer), 
b. March 27, 1927 in Ellis, 
KS. d. Sept. 8, 2018 in Hays, 
KS. Member of Norton (KS) 
Church. Preceded in death 

by husband John; 6 brothers; 
4 sisters; 1 great-grandson. 
Survivors include sons Ivan 
and Norman; daughters Joyce 
Royal, Janis, Doris Watts and 
Donna Tanner; 12 grandchil-
dren; 23 great-grandchildren.

Kornegay, Roxanna “Na-
dine,” b. Oct. 7, 1921 in 
Kansas City, MO. d. May 
26, 2018 in Denver, CO. 
Member of Golden (CO) 
Church. Preceded in death 
by husband Ed; son Frank. 
Survivors include children 
Jerry Rose, Reid Rose, 
Hazel Long; 8 grandchil-
dren; numerous great- and 
great-great-grandchildren.

Leeker, Mildred A., b. 
March 4, 1929 in St. Louis, 
MO. d. Nov. 13, 2018 in 
Washington, MO. Member 
of Sullivan (MO) Church. 
Preceded in death by hus-
band Norman; infant daugh-
ter Janet; 3 siblings. Survi-
vors include sons Norman 
Jr., Michael, Jim, Stephen 
and Mark; 9 grandchildren; 
23 great-grandchildren.

Marah-Rutan, Terry Lynn, 
b. Jan. 13, 1947 in Delta, CO. 
d. Aug. 24, 2018 in Grand 
Junction, CO. Member of 
Cedaredge (CO) Church. Sur-
vivors include mother Beryle 
Marah; husband Alan Rutan; 
sons Cullen Rutan and Aaron 
Rutan; 1 sister; 1 brother.

Martin, Betty J., b. Jan. 
11, 1933. d. Sept. 29, 2018. 
Member of Springfield (MO) 
Church. Preceded in death 
by husband Max. Survivors 
include daughters Marilyn 
Kaylor and Patty Phelan; son 
Tony; 2 sisters.

McCombs, Shirley A., b. 
Feb. 15, 1945. d. Dec. 17, 
2017 in Pella, IA. Member of 
Albia (IA) Church. Survivors 
include husband Ronald; 
sons Ronald Jr., Donald, 
Matthew and Michael; 1 
sister; 14 grandchildren; 15 
great-grandchildren.
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Mercer, Florence Mathilda 
Tovson, b. Oct. 14, 1924 
in Detroit Lakes, MN. d. 
Sept. 22, 2018 in Detroit 
Lakes, MN. Survivors 
include daughters Sandy 
Williams, Sharon Keen; 
sons Jerry Tovson, Steve 
Tovson; 14 grandchildren; 
23 great-grandchildren; 8 
great-great-grandchildren.

Mooney, James Newton, b. 
March 23, 1930 in Arkansas. 
d. Oct. 23, 2018 in Haysville, 
KS. Member of Wichita 
South (KS) Church. Preceded 
in death by daughters Retta 
Lee and Carla Gayle; stepson 
Jeff Spencer; 1 stillborn son. 
Survivors include wife Jean; 
son Jimmy; daughter Donna 
Heath; step-daughters Jolana 
Helms and Kara Larimore; 
numerous grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren.

Nott, Beatrice M., b. May 25, 
1940. d. Oct. 15, 2018 in Bet-
tendorf, IA. Member of Mus-
catine (IA) Church. Survivors 
include husband Clyde.

Olson, Judith Johnson, b. 
Sept. 14, 1921. d. April 4, 
2018. Member of Campion 
(CO) Church.

Ormonde, Stephen, b. Aug. 
5, 1956 in Santa Cruz, CA. d. 
Sept. 14, 2018 in Fargo, ND. 
Member of Mandan (ND) 
Church. Preceded in death by 
wife Sherri. Survivors include 
daughter Malynda Fix; son 
David; 4 grandchildren.

Osborn, Dorothea “Dor-
othy,” b. Dec. 22, 1922 in 
Menno, SD. d. Oct. 2, 2018 
in Kyle, TX. Member of 
Hurley (SD) Church. Pre-
ceded in death by husband 
Melvin; 1 sister. Survivors 
include children Darrell, 
David and Carolyn; 8 sib-
lings; 7 grandchildren; 15 
great-grandchildren.

Plant, Wanda, b. Jan. 18, 
1936. d. May 3, 2018. Mem-
ber of St. Louis Southside 

(MO) Church. Survivors 
include daughter Rachelle; 
son Elmer.

Randolph, Benjamin J. II, 
b. Nov. 3, 1994 in Colum-
bia, MO. d. Oct. 13, 2018 in 
Centralia, MO. Member of 
Sunnydale (MO) Church. 
Survivors include parents; 4 
siblings; 3 grandparents; 2 
great-grandparents.

Richards, Kenneth L., b. 
Jan. 11, 1946 in Indianap-
olis, IN. d. July 17, 2018 in 
Albia, IA. Member of Albia 
Church. Survivors include 
wife Vivian; sons Kenneth Jr. 
and Daniel; 4 grandchildren. 
Served in U.S. Army during 
Vietnam War.

Rodman, Howard L., b. Nov. 
2, 1927 in Alpena, SD. d. 
Oct. 31, 2018 in Springfield, 
MO. Member of Spring-
field Church. Preceded in 
death by wife Virginia; 6 
siblings. Survivors include 
daughters Debby Bishop and 
Lorna Garrett; son Darrell; 
1 sister; 9 grandchildren; 19 
great-grandchildren.

Rosen, Joyce A., b. March 
28, 1921. d. June 24, 2018 
in Aurora, CO. Member of 
Denver South (CO) Church.

Sackett, Maurine J., b. Oct. 
27, 1919. d. Aug. 28, 2018. 
Member of LifeSource 
(CO) Adventist Fellowship. 
Survivors include daughter 
Sharon Barnes; son Glenn; 
1 sister; 5 grandchildren; 6 
great-grandchildren.

Sander, Barbara Elaine 
Roan, b. Jan. 25, 1937 in 
Leas, SD. d. May 17, 2018 
in Roosevelt, UT. Member 
of Upton (WY) Church. 
Preceded in death by hus-
band Bernard; 4 sisters; 1 
brother. Survivors include 
daughters Tina Marie Smith 
and Katherine Shuck; 1 
brother; 9 grandchildren; 18 
great-grandchildren.

Schade, Nylotis F., b. April 
25, 1923 in Lynch, NE. d. 
Sept. 15, 2018. Member of 
Sunnydale (MO) Church.

Schlup, Katherine, b. May 
25, 1922 in St. Joseph, MO. d. 
July 22, 2018 in Walsenburg, 
CO. Member of Trinidad 
(CO) Church. Preceded in 
death by daughter Denise. 
Survivors include daughter 
Debbie Curry.

Scott, Sharon Kay, b. Sept. 
20, 1955 in Omaha, NE. d. 
Aug. 18, 2018 in Salisbury, 
NC. Survivors include moth-
er; 6 siblings.

Simon, James Orvaille, 
b. Aug. 14, 1945 in Devil’s 
Lake, ND. d. Oct. 12, 2018 in 
Detroit Lakes, MN. Survi-
vors include spouse Cherie 
Crowell Rude Simon; 2 
brothers; 2 sisters.

Simpson, Dorothy, b. Oct. 7, 
1924. d. Oct. 22, 2018. Mem-
ber of Three Angels (MO) 
Church. Survivors include 
sons Stan and Mike Aspey; 2 
grandchildren.

Snyder, Arline, b. Dec. 
10, 1939 in Hunter, ND. d. 
Oct. 29, 2018 in Ipswich, 
SD. Member of Aberdeen 
(SD) Church. Preceded in 
death by infant son Jerome. 
Survivors include daughters 
Vonnie Stuwe and Mary 
Ludwig; 1 sister; 3 broth-
ers; 6 grandchildren; 3 
great-grandchildren.

Thurber, Gail Grace, b. May 
8, 1942 in Glendale, CA. 
d. Oct 2, 2018 in Denver, 
CO. Member of Lifesource 
(CO) Adventist Fellowship. 
Preceded in death by 1 sister. 
Survivors include 1 sister.

Welch, Eugene “Wayne,” b. 
Aug. 5, 1939 in Miami, FL. d. 
July 22, 2018 in Johnstown, 
CO.  Member of Campion 
(CO) Church. Preceded in 
death by 1 brother. Survivors 
include wife Betty; children 

Eric, Jason, Wanda Johnson 
and Wynell Martens; 2 sib-
lings; 5 grandchildren. 

Wells, Bobby M., b. Aug. 27, 
1931 in Owensville, AR. d. 
Nov. 14, 2018 in Kerrville, 
TX. Survivors include wife 
Grace; sons Curt and John; 2 
grandchildren.

Werth, Ruby, b. July 2, 1923 
in Streeter, ND. d. Oct. 25, 
2018 in Wishek, ND. Mem-
ber of Lehr (ND) Church. 
Preceded in death by 2 sis-
ters; 4 brothers. Survivors in-
clude husband Art; son Rick; 
daughter Shirley Binger; 1 
brother; 3 grandchildren; 2 
great-grandchildren.

Young, Lucile, b. Dec. 6, 
1928 in Loma Linda, CA. d. 
Sept. 3, 2018. Member of Del-
ta (CO) Church. Preceded in 
death by husband Kenneth; 1 
brother; 1 grandson. Survi-
vors include daughters Millie 
and Nancy; sons Jerry and 
Kenny; 2 sisters; 9 grandchil-
dren; 20 great-grandchildren.

He will wipe 
away every 
tear from 
their eyes. 
There will 
be no more 

death or 
mourning. 
Rev. 21:4
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SERVICES
Andrews University Depart-
ment of Sustainable Agri-
culture offers you a $5,000 
Scholarship! Feed the world 
with a degree in Agribusi-
ness. Change the world
with a degree in International 
Agriculture Development. 
Beautify the world with a 
degree in Landscape Design. 
For more information: www.
andrews.edu/agriculture,
agriculture@andrews.edu, 
269.471.6006.

At A Pattern Health Retreat 
in Bourbon, Missouri, your 
health is our priority. Here 
we integrate conventional and 
natural therapies in a medically 
supervised, prayerful approach 
to the healing of many life-
style-related diseases, including 
heart disease, autoimmune 
disorders, cancer, diabetes, 
obesity and many more. Call 
573.210.2455 or email  
apattern.life@gmail.com. 

Black Hills Health & Educa-
tion Center: Are your health 
challenges interfering with 
your life goals? Worried you 
won’t be there to walk your 
daughter down the aisle? Play 
with your grandkids? If your 
bucket list has been reduced 
to getting up in the morning, 
come to the quiet serene 
healing beauty of the Black 
Hills Health & Education 
and discover the Pathway to 
Wellness. We’d love to help 
you expand your list! Call 
today: 605.255.4101. www.
bhhec.org

Black Hills School of Mas-
sage: Have you ever con-
sidered a career/ministry in 
massage therapy? Black Hills 
School of Massage offers a six 
month, 600 hour scriptural 
and evidence-based program. 
Upon completion, students 
are eligible to take the MBLEx 
examination to qualify for state 
licensure. Watch our student 
video at bit.ly/2pZwmyt and 
check us out at bit.ly/2Gyo3zG. 
Next program begins March 
25, 2019. Call 423.710.4873.

ENJOY WORRY-FREE 
RETIREMENT at Fletcher 
Park Inn on the Fletch-
er Academy campus near 
Hendersonville, NC. Spacious 
apartments available NOW.  
Ask about our limited rental 
units and villa homes. Enjoy 
a complimentary lunch at 
our vegetarian buffet when 
you tour. Call Lisa Met-
calf at 1.800.249.2882 or 
828.209.6935 or visit www.
fletcherparkinn.com.

Lose Weight, Feel Great—
and other health materials 
such as tracts, magazines, 
books and cookbooks for your 
church, health fair or personal 
use. For a free sample call 
800.777.2848 or visit www.
FamilyHeritageBooks.com.

Move with an award-winning 
agency. Apex Moving & Stor-
age partners with the General 
Conference to provide quality 
moves at a discounted rate. 
Call us for all your relocation 
needs! Adventist beliefs un-
compromised. Contact Marcy 
Danté at 800.766.1902 for a 
free estimate. Visit us at www.
apexmoving.com/Adventist. 

SINGLE? WIDOWED? DI-
VORCED? Meet compatible 
SDAs from USA ages 18-98. 
Each provides: birthday, mar-
ital status, race, occupation, 
interests, goals, year baptized, 
lots more! Safe, confidential, 
effective, fun! For informa-
tion, application and current 
catalog, send $25 to: SDA 
Pen-Pals, PO Box 734, Blue 
Ridge, Georgia 30513

Southern Adventist Univer-
sity offers master’s degrees 
in business, computer science, 
counseling, education, 
nursing, religion and social 
work. Flexibility is provided 
through some online and 
many on-campus programs. 
Financial aid may be available. 
For more information, call 
423.236.2585 or visit www.
southern.edu/graduatestudies.

Summit Ridge Retire-
ment Village: An Adventist 

community in a rural setting 
that offers affordable homes 
or apartments and caring 
neighbors with a fellowship 
you’ll enjoy. On-site church, 
planned activities and 
transportation as needed.  
Also, Wolfe Living Center 
offering independent living 
and nursing home. Website: 
www.summitridgevillage.
org or call Bill Norman at 
405.208.1289. 
Wellness Secrets’ five-day 
health retreat could be the 
most affordable, beneficial 
and spiritual vacation you’ve 
ever experienced! Get help 
for diabetes type 2, hyper-
tension, high cholesterol, 
arthritis, cancer, obesity, de-
pression, stress, smoking and 
other ailments in beautiful 
northwest Arkansas. Visit us 
at WellnessSecrets4u.com or 
call 479.752.8555.

The Wildwood Lifestyle 
Center can help you natural-
ly treat and reverse diseases 
such as diabetes, heart dis-
ease, hypertension, obesity, 
arthritis, osteoporosis, fibro-
myalgia, lupus, multiple scle-
rosis, chronic fatigue, cancer, 
substance abuse, stress, 
anxiety, depression and many 
more. Invest in your health 
and call 1.800.634.9355 for 
more information or visit 
www.wildwoodhealth.org/
lifestyle.

EMPLOYMENT
Andrews University seeks 
a Faculty Management/
Marketing Professor. Teach 
marketing and related 
courses at the undergraduate 
and graduate levels. Have an 
earned doctorate in market-
ing and sufficient teaching 
experience in marketing 
at the undergraduate and 
graduate levels. Be actively 
engaged in research, service, 
student advising and super-
vising student projects.
www.andrews.edu/admres/
jobs/show/faculty#job_5

Andrews University seeks 
Associate/Full Professor of 

Public Health, Nutrition 
& Dietetics. The Associate/
Full Professor of Public 
Health, Nutrition & Dietetics 
holds a faculty appointment 
having academic, service 
and scholarship responsi-
bilities consistent with the 
mission and philosophy of 
the Department of Public 
Health, Nutrition & Well-
ness, the School of Health 
Professions and Andrews 
University. This individual 
demonstrates competence in 
didactic education, teaching, 
research and curriculum 
development at the graduate 
and undergraduate levels. 
www.andrews.edu/admres/
jobs/show/faculty#job_8

Andrews University seeks 
Nursing Faculty. The As-
sistant/Associate Professor 
of Nursing holds a faculty 
appointment and has aca-
demic, service and scholar-
ship responsibilities consis-
tent with the mission and 
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philosophy of the Nursing 
Department. This individual 
demonstrates competence in 
didactic, clinical education, 
teaching and curriculum 
development at the graduate 
and undergraduate levels. 
www.andrews.edu/admres/
jobs/show/faculty#job_6

Southern Adventist Univer-
sity seeks full-time teaching 
faculty for the School of 
Music. This position will 
provide curricular oversight 
to and teach lower- and 
upper-division courses in area 
of primary expertise—either 
music history or music theory. 
Master’s degree in musicology, 
music history, or music theory 
required, doctorate preferred. 
Full job description: www.
southern.edu/jobs

Southern Adventist Univer-
sity School of Nursing seeks 
full-time faculty. Teaching 
responsibilities primarily at 
undergraduate level. Earned 
doctorate preferred. Requisite 

qualities include successful 
teaching experience, interest 
in research, flexibility, and 
commitment to Adventist 
nursing education. Candi-
date must be a member in 
good and regular standing in 
the Adventist Church. Send 
curriculum vitae or inquiries 
to Christy Showalter at cshow-
alter@southern.edu. SAU 
School of Nursing, PO Box 
370, Collegedale, TN 37315. 
For full job description visit 
www.southern.edu/jobs.

Southern Adventist Universi-
ty seeks Dean for the School 
of Education and Psychology 
(SEP) responsible for plan-
ning, organization, staffing, 
direction and evaluation of 
the academic disciplines of 
the SEP. The SEP Dean is also 
responsible for continuous 
development of the SEP’s 
strategic plan. An earned doc-
torate in the field of education 
or psychology is required. Full 
job description:  
www.southern.edu/jobs

Southern Adventist Univer-
sity seeks full-time teaching 
faculty for the Chemistry 
Department. Teaching 
responsibilities may include 
organic chemistry lectures 
and labs and chemistry for 
nursing and allied health 
majors. Master’s or doctoral 
degree (Ph.D. preferred) in 
organic chemistry (or a closely 
related field) is required, with 
demonstrated knowledge of 
and experience in applying 
best practices for teaching 
chemistry at undergraduate 
level, and a commitment to 
teaching from a Biblical foun-
dation. Full job description: 
www.southern.edu/jobs

Union College invites appli-
cants for a computing teach-
ing faculty position beginning 
fall 2019. Qualified applicants 
will have a master’s degree 
and excellent communication 
skills and should be a commit-
ted member of the Adventist 
Church. PhD, teaching/busi-
ness experience desirable. Find 

more information at www.
ucollege.edu/faculty-openings 
or contact Lisa Forbes at Lisa.L.
Forbes@ucollege.edu.

Union College invites ap-
plicants for a management 
teaching faculty position. 
Qualified applicants will have 
a master’s degree in a related 
field and should be a commit-
ted member of the Adven-
tist Church. A doctorate is 
preferred. Find more infor-
mation at www.ucollege.edu/
faculty-openings or contact 
Lisa Forbes at Lisa.L.Forbes@
ucollege.edu. 

Union College seeks Ad-
ventist, full-time nursing 
faculty member. Teaching 
and/or clinical experience in 
medical-surgical nursing and 
pathophysiology preferred. 
Additional information can 
be found at www.ucollege.
edu/faculty-openings. Send 
CV and references to Dr. 
Nicole Orian, nicole.orian@
ucollege.edu.
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Union College seeks 
applicants for Director of 
Records/Registrar. The Di-
rector will ensure the integ-
rity, accuracy and security of 
academic and educational re-
cords of students and ensure 
compliance with regulatory 
agencies. Contact Dr. Frankie 
Rose at frankie.rose@ucol-
lege.edu or call 402.486.2501 
for more information.

Walla Walla University 
is hiring! To see the list of 
available positions, go to jobs.
wallawalla.edu.

FOR SALE
Excellent Sanctuary Study 
Guide: Secrets and Mysteries 
of the Lost Ark, for individ-
uals, prayer meetings, study 
groups, new members, even 
public seminars. Basic, 
conservative, highly recom-
mended. Quantity discounts. 
Available in English, Span-
ish, or Portuguese. Order 
from TEACH Services, 

800.367.1844, or visit us at 
www.LostArkSeminar.com.

Lose Weight, Feel Great—
and other health materials 
such as tracts, magazines, 
books and cookbooks for your 
church, health fair or personal 
use. For a free sample call 
800.777.2848 or visit www.
FamilyHeritageBooks.com. 

TEACH Services: Help-
ing AUTHORS make 
their book a reality. Call 
800.367.1844 for your free 
manuscript evaluation. We 
publish all book formats and 
provide worldwide distri-
bution. View NEW BOOKS 
at www.TEACHServices.
com or ask your local ABC. 
USED SDA BOOKS at www.
LNFbooks.com.
 
EVENTS
The Association of Sev-
enth-day Adventist Librar-
ians invites all SDA librari-
ans and friends of libraries 

to attend the 39th annual 
conference in Silver Spring, 
MD, June 24-27. The confer-
ence will explore “Librarians 
Outside Libraries,” with a 
special emphasis on what 
Adventist librarians are doing 
professionally outside their 
offices, such as collaboration, 
teaching, research, mentor-
ship and more. Papers, post-
ers and presentation propos-
als accepted at kvanarsdale@
puc.edu by Feb. 15, 2019. For 
more information about the 
conference, visit www.asdal.
org/conferences/.

NAD Health Summit 2019 
“Healing of the Nations”—
Designed to provide training, 
networking and inspiration 
for anyone involved with or 
interested in health min-
istries. Jan. 20–26, 2019. 
Albuquerque, New Mexico. 
Register at www.nadhealth.
org. For more information 
contact 1.443.300.8845 or 
summit@nadhealth.org.

NOTICES
Mission opportunity for 
individuals, families or 
Sabbath School groups. 
Sponsors needed to finance 
the education of children 
from Adventist families in 
India. $35 per month provides 
tuition, lodging, food, books, 
clothing and medical. Prayer-
fully consider sponsoring. 
Visit www.adventistchildindia.
org. If unable to sponsor, you 
may also donate. Questions? 
contact Charlene Binder: 
rdbinder42@gmail.com.

OUTLOOK Newsletter: Get 
myOUTLOOK weekly news-
letter free in your inbox. Sign 
up at www.outlookmag.org 
(bottom of home page).
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COLORADO Dec 28 Jan 4 Jan 11 Jan 18 Jan 25 
Denver 4:43 4:49 4:56 5:03 5:11
Grand Junction 4:59 5:05 5:12 5:19 5:27
Pueblo 4:46 4:52 4:58 5:05 5:13

IOWA     
Davenport 4:40 4:46 4:53 5:01 5:09
Des Moines 4:52 4:58 5:05 5:13 5:21
Sioux City 5:00 5:06 5:13 5:21 5:30

KANSAS     
Dodge City 5:29 5:34 5:41 5:48 5:56
Goodland 4:31 4:37 4:44 4:51 4:59
Topeka 5:08 5:14 5:20 5:28 5:36

MINNESOTA     
Duluth 4:27 4:34 4:42 4:51 5:01
International Falls 4:25 4:32 4:40 4:50 5:01
Minneapolis 4:39 4:45 4:53 5:02 5:11

MISSOURI     
Columbia 4:54 5:00 5:07 5:14 5:22
Kansas City 5:03 5:09 5:16 5:23 5:31
St. Louis 4:47 4:53 5:00 5:07 5:15

NEBRASKA     
Lincoln 5:06 5:12 5:19 5:27 5:35
North Platte 5:22 5:28 5:35 5:43 5:51
Scottsbluff 4:31 4:37 4:44 4:52 5:01

NORTH DAKOTA     
Bismarck 5:02 5:08 5:16 5:26 5:36
Fargo 4:46 4:52 5:00 5:09 5:20
Williston 5:08 5:14 5:23 5:32 5:43

SOUTH DAKOTA     
Pierre 5:09 5:15 5:23 5:32 5:41
Rapid City 4:22 4:28 4:36 4:44 4:53
Sioux Falls 4:58 5:04 5:11 5:20 5:29

WYOMING     
Casper 4:39 4:45 4:52 5:00 5:09
Cheyenne 4:38 4:44 4:51 4:59 5:07
Sheridan 4:34 4:40 4:48 4:57 5:06

S
U

N
S

E
T

 C
A

L
E

N
D

A
R

JANUARY 2019

IMAGINE YOUR WORLD WITHOUT IT • WWW.LIBERTYMAGAZINE.ORG

RELIGIOUS 
LIBERTY OFFERING 
JANUARY 26
2019

WALL
PROTECTING  THE

All WORLD CHANGERS 
ENCOURAGED to APPLY. 

ADRA.org/careers

/joinADRA @ADRAintl @ADRAinternational /ADRAinternational

18-036.03 | 11-18



PO Box 6128
Lincoln, NE
68506-0128

PE
R

IO
D

IC
A

LS

The My Place  
With Jesus Bible 
The My Place With Jesus Bible is packed with 
features designed to engage children in the study 
of God’s Word, including the complete 21-lesson 
set of the My Place With Jesus Bible Guides, a 
foldout timeline, colorful illustrations, and more!

$34.99 

$29.99
with code 

OUTLOOK19

Offer expires  
2/28/19

Receive FREE COLORED PENCILS* with 
purchase of a My Place With Jesus Bible 

when you use code OUTLOOK19.
* While supplies last.
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