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Jesus said, “Blessed are the peacemakers.” 
But sometimes it seems like conflict and 
disagreement are unavoidable. Serious, divisive 
conflict surrounds us—within families, among 
friends, in the church and in the workplace.

Peacemaker Ministries is a non-profit, non-
denominational ministry whose mission is to 
equip and assist Christians and their churches 
to respond to conflict biblically. Their website 
outlines three responses to conflict: escape, 
attack and peacemaking.*

The escape response (peace-faker) postpones 
solutions by either pretending there is no 
problem or refusing to address the situation. The 
attack response (peace-breaker) includes gossip, 
slander and other efforts to cause personal, 
professional and/or financial damage. 

Alternatively, the peacemaking response (peace-
maker) focuses on reconciliation, negotiation, 
mediation and if necessary, arbitration.

It may take time and practice to become 
proficient at peacemaking. But it will be well 
worth the effort in all areas of life.
*http://peacemaker.net/project/slippery-slope/

BRENDA DICKERSON 
editor

PEACE-FAKER, PEACE-BREAKER 
OR PEACE-MAKER?

ON THE COVER

Rita (left) found a way to forgive 
her best friend, Jackie, for what she 
felt was a deep betrayal. "We only 
hurt ourselves when we hold onto 
unforgiveness," Rita says.
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PERSPECTIVES

Why You Should Make Peace with Your Friend

GARY THURBER
is president of the 
Mid-America Union.

This issue of OUTLOOK 
is all about making peace 

with your friends. Sounds 
like a good idea! It is better to 
be at peace than have conten-
tion, jealousies or frustrations 
with one another.

Here are a few conse-
quences of not being at peace 
with one another:

1. Loss of companionship. 
If you are at odds with 
someone, you invariably 
will not spend time with 
them and your worlds will 
only move further apart.

2. Bitterness can take over. 
I heard a preacher once 
describe bitterness as 
being locked up in a dun-
geon in which you alone 
hold the key to get out. 
We all have known people 
who are bitter…perhaps 
some who are reading 
this find themselves in the 
“dungeon” now and know 
how painful it can be.

3. Loss of influence. One of 
the most painful realities 
of not being at peace with 
a friend is that it robs 
you of being able to be an 
encouragement or bless-
ing to them. Your ability 
to share the love of Christ 
with them or even pray 
with them is diminished.

An opportunity lost

When I was in college, 
there was a fellow student 
who irritated me to no end. 
In my mind, he was the clas-
sic “smart aleck.” In the class-
room, he always knew the 
right answers and chided any 
of us who differed from him. 

This didn’t sit well with me 
and soon I began disagreeing 
with him in class just because 
I enjoyed watching him get 
angry. I even disagreed with 
him when I knew he was 
right, because it was “fun” to 
watch him react. (I am not 
proud of this).

Over time we came to an 
understanding—we were not 
supposed to like each other. 
When the next semester 
came along, I hoped beyond 
hope I would not have 
any classes with him. Sure 
enough, he was not in any 
of my classes. As a matter of 
fact, I didn’t see him any-
where on campus. One day 
I asked the dean what had 
happened to him. I will never 
forget standing in the boy’s 
dorm lobby and hearing the 
dean tell me he hadn’t come 
back because he was strug-
gling with the death of his 
brother (which happened 
right before school started) 
and he didn’t feel he had any 
friends here.

That hit me like a ton of 
bricks! While I was nurs-
ing my petty grudge with 
him, inside he was hurting. 
Because of my unwilling-
ness to befriend him, I lost 
an opportunity to be a help 
and encouragement to him 
during a difficult time in his 
life.

Are you withholding 
God’s love?

Recently I heard a new 
definition of hatred. The per-
son described hatred as with-
holding the love of God from 
someone. This definition 

may be going a bit too far, 
but what I learned from my 
experience with my classmate 
was that withholding the love 
of God is a dangerous and 
costly mistake.

This is why I believe Paul 
says in Romans 12, near the 
list of ways we are to behave 
as a church, “Do all that you 
can to live in peace with 
everyone” (Rom. 12:18 NLT).

To do otherwise is to with-
hold God’s love.

But what about those really 
hard to love people? you 
might ask. Or what about 
those who have been unkind 
or even betrayed us? What do 
we do with them?

I leave you with Christ’s 
own example of always 
being someone who loved—
regardless of the way He 
was treated. “So Judas came 
straight to Jesus. ‘Greetings, 
Rabbi!’ he exclaimed and 
gave him the kiss. Jesus said, 
‘My friend...”’ (Matt. 26:49, 50 
NLT).

Gary Thurber is president of the 

Mid-America Union.

"Do all that 
you can to 
live in peace 
with everyone" 
(Rom. 12:18 
NLT). To do 
otherwise is to 
withhold God's 
love.
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People of Peace

What does it mean to 
be a person of peace?

When I think of a person 
of peace I think of someone 
who is in the habit of putting 
others first in such a way as to 
not destroy themselves in the 
process.

What does 
peacemaking look 
like to you?

A peacemaker is someone 
who listens to understand 
rather than listening to 
respond.

How do you try to 
keep peace at home, 
work or in other 
settings?

Peacemaking anywhere 
begins with a heart and mind 

Carl Wilkens

Each month in 2017 
OUTLOOK is featuring 
individuals who are actively 
involved in peacemaking 
with their families, friends 
and communities. The 
following interview focuses 
on Carl Wilkens.

P
h

o
to

s 
C

o
u

rt
e
sy

 C
ar

l W
ilk

e
n

s

steeped in REI—respect, 
empathy and inclusion. 
Namely, respect for our 
Creator, respect for the 
children of our Creator, 
respect for all that our 
Creator has made. Within 
that environment of respect 
we can begin to learn one 
another’s stories. Empathy 
grows within us, driving 
out the fears of inclusion 
and leading to a welcoming, 
unconditional atmosphere of 
inclusion for all.

Can you share a 
specific example?

When I think of someone 
who practices REI, I think 
of friends I have made in 
the Rwandan prison system. 
Many people think that men 
and women who killed their 
neighbors should be locked 
up and the key thrown away, 
to put it mildly. However, 
the spirit I have seen among 
these friends who work in 
the prison system with these 
perpetrators of genocide 
is enormously inspiring. 
They demonstrate respect, 
empathy and inclusion not 
only in their conversations 
and interactions but in 
advocating for the physical 
needs of the prisoners and 
working tirelessly within the 
restorative justice program 
to help them return home to 
lead productive, healthy lives. 
And they have accomplished 
this with thousands of 
prisoners.

What is a saying 
about peace that you 
like?

If we are going to build 
lasting peace we cannot 
define ourselves by what we 
have lost; we must define 
ourselves by what we do with 
what remains.

Is there a Bible verse 
about peace that is 
especially meaningful 
to you? 

Matt. 5: 9 (Message Bible) 
says, “You’re blessed when 
you can show people how to 
cooperate instead of compete 
or fight. That’s when you 
discover who you really 
are, and your place in God’s 
family.”

What peacemaking 
resources would you 
recommend?

Among the many wonderful 
resources on peacemaking 
I especially appreciate the 
movie As We Forgive that 
shares stories of healing in 
Rwanda.

Carl Wilkens is the only American who remained 
in Rwanda during the 1994 genocide. He is 
currently the director of World Outside My 
Shoes, a non-profit educational and professional 
development organization committed to 
inspiring and equipping people to enter the 
world of "the other."

Buy the film As 
We Forgive at 
asweforgivemovie.
com/buy-dvd/

To learn more about 
Carl's work visit 
worldoutsidemyshoes.org.
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Choosing
Steps to forgiveness 
and healing

It is easy to feel deeply 
wounded when we have 
been betrayed by a friend. 
Below are some practical 
steps that allow forgiveness, 
grace and healing to occur.

1Acknowledge everyone 
makes mistakes. Indeed, 

even you have most likely 
hurt someone at one 
time or another. Is there 
someone with whom you 
need to make amends?

2Spend time in prayer 
asking God to search 

your heart and cleanse you.

3Accept God’s forgiveness 
and experience His peace 

and joy. This will allow you 
to have compassion and 
extend grace to those who 
have harmed you.

4Understand that 
reconciliation is not a 

requirement for extending 
forgiveness. You can forgive 
and still keep safe and 
healthy boundaries.

5Give yourself time to 
grieve, if necessary, the 

hurt, the loss or whatever/
whoever it was that caused 
you pain. Forgiveness and 
reconciliation do not always 
happen quickly.

6Speak to a trusted friend, 
pastor or counselor 

to help you process the 
pain and learn how to 
let go of it. You may also 
find this website helpful: 
peacemaker.net/get-help-
with-a-conflict.

7Most importantly, pray 
for God to fill you with 

His grace and peace that 
you may extend the same to 
others.

Forgiveness restores a broken friendship

Grace

Rita Martin (left) and Jackie McKeown Bishop were best friends 
through high school and beyond until a painful grudge dissolved 
their relationship. After not speaking for years, last summer the two 
extended mutual forgiveness and restored their friendship.
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to unforgiveness. Indeed, 
one can tell by Rita’s 
pleasant demeanor and 
joy-filled attitude that she 
has chosen to let bitterness 
and unforgiveness go, and 
to allow the Peacemaker to 
fill her heart with His love, 
joy and peace.

“Making peace with 
people came from me 
being able to completely let 
go of the pain and anger,” 
said Rita. “I had to keep 
reminding myself that, ‘but 
for the grace of God, there 
go I.’” Rita was diligent 
about striving to see 
things from other people’s 
perspectives, which helped 
her let go and move 
forward in life, instead of 
allowing the baggage of the 
past to hold her captive.

Since she recognizes 
that no one is perfect and 
everyone makes mistakes, 
she sees forgiveness as 
extending the same grace 
to others that Christ has 
extended to her. Matt. 
6:12, 14-15 (KJV) gives us 
the instruction that Rita 
has chosen to follow: And 
forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors. …
For if ye forgive men their 
trespasses, your heavenly 
Father will also forgive you: 
But if ye forgive not men 
their trespasses, neither will 
your Father forgive your 
trespasses.

“It is a privilege and a 
duty to extend grace to 
those around us,” Rita 
adds. “Forgiving feels like 
being let out of prison and 
restored.”

Samantha Nelson is CEO of The 
Hope of Survivors, a ministry for 
victims of clergy sexual abuse. 
She and her pastor husband 
currently serve in the Rocky 
Mountain Conference.

set healthy boundaries to 
protect oneself. She also 
learned that forgiveness 
does not always mean 
there will, or even should, 
be reconciliation. How 
grateful Rita was to “come 
out of the dark,” as she 
stated, and “no longer 
stand in shame!” 

When Rita’s testimony 
was shared online, her 
extended family members 
learned the truth about 
what she had endured. 
Wondering how they could 
not have seen the abuse 
at the time, they rallied 
around her.

While the support of 
family helped immensely, 
Rita still struggled to 
forgive Jackie for what she 
felt was a deep betrayal. 
A few months later, the 
two former best friends 
attended the same church 
function. As they saw one 
another, Rita said, “I love 
you and I want nothing 
between us.” 

Jackie responded in 
similar fashion and forgave 
Rita for her coldness over 
the years. They did not 
spend time re-hashing 
old wounds, but extended 
mutual forgiveness and 
shared a deep desire to 
come together again as 
friends. “Relationships 
are more important than 
whatever divides us!” Rita 
declared.

God makes it 
possible

When asked how she 
was able to forgive her 
friend, as well as her 
family members and the 
man who abused her, 
Rita was quick to point 
out that we only hurt 
ourselves when we hold on 

Developing active 
listening skills

Whether seeking 
reconciliation with 
someone or just being a 
good communicator, you 
can practice these steps 
to more effective listening 
and connecting.

1Remember that listening 
involves observing body 

language, posture and 
eye movements as well as 
verbal communication.

2Pay attention to the 
person speaking. Make 

eye contact.

3Remove or minimize 
all distractions. Don’t 

be on your cell phone 
or watching TV when 
someone is trying to speak 
to you.

4Show respect. You will 
want to be able to reply 

without interruption, so be 
courteous and do the same 
for others.

5Remain open minded 
and wait to form 

conclusions. Many 
arguments arise from 
simple misunderstandings 
of what was said versus 
what you thought was said.

6Before you respond, 
try reflecting back 

what you heard. “What I 
heard you say was… Is that 
right?” Give the person an 
opportunity to say Yes or to 
correct you.

7Consider whether 
a lengthy reply is 

necessary. Sometimes 
people just want to know 
that someone will listen 
and empathize with them. 
Perhaps a hug or saying, 
“I’m so sorry you’re going 
through this” is what’s 
really needed.

R ita Martin has 
plenty of reasons 
today to trust in 

the sufficiency of Christ’s 
grace. She also had many 
reasons in the past to 
be angry, bitter and 
unforgiving. As a child 
she was abused by a family 
member who was also a 
spiritual leader, and no 
one protected her. Even 
worse, she was continually 
forced to spend time with 
her abuser during family 
gatherings, which created a 
great distrust of authority 
and religious figures.

Like many victims of 
childhood abuse, Rita grew 
up and married into a 
physically and emotionally 
abusive situation with an 
unfaithful husband. When 
the marriage finally ended 
after 13 years, Rita found 
herself without much 
support—not even from 
her closest friend, Jackie. 

In fact, Jackie actually 
sided with Rita’s husband 
during the divorce, causing 
Rita to feel extremely hurt 
and resentful. Throughout 
high school and for 
many years afterward 
the two friends had been 
inseparable. But the grudge 
Rita held in her heart soon 
led to dissolution of the 
friendship and they no 
longer communicated.

Sparks of hope

In July 2016, after 
attending a Hope of 
Survivors seminar at 
campmeeting, Rita was 
able to share her story 
of childhood abuse. She 
gained an understanding 
of the difference between 
forgiving and forgetting—
that one can forgive, but 
still remember and still 
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was I was mad about, and I 
don’t care. Whatever it was 
that you did, I forgive you.” 
Hurt inevitably occurs in 
close relationships, but so 
does forgiveness.

Remember that the best 
example of a true friend 
is Christ. He will always 
forgive and lead you closer 
to Himself ! 

Brittany Winkfield is 
communication director for the 
Central States Conference. 
 
*http://www.sciencealert.com/the-
latest-data-suggests-you-can-only-
keep-five-close-friends

to listen to what He wants 
us to know and then use 
the information to bring 
others into friendship with 
Him.

A true friend doesn’t 
care if you’re broke, upset, 
what you weigh, if your 
house is a mess or if 
your family is filled with 
crazy people. They love 
you for who you are. But 
sometimes relationships 
become strained. A line 
from Beaches, a 1980s 
film about friendship and 
reconciliation, is “I don’t 
even remember what it 

"Our Lord Jesus Christ has 

made us friends of God" 

(Rom. 5:11 NLT).

I n a world dominated by 
“likes” and “follows,” 
true friendship is a gift. 

So much in our world 
works against forming 
deep friendships–busy 
schedules, geographical 
distances and the replace-
ment of face-to-face 
encounters with online 
interaction. According to 
a new report by renowned 
British anthropologist 
Robin Dunbar, despite 
our extremely connected 
lives, we’re fortunate if we 
are able to maintain five 
close friendships.* Yet our 
Christian journey is meant 
to be traveled with others. 
We are created to pursue 
God in the company of 
other people. Eccl. 4:9-
10 (NIV) says, “Two are 
better than one because 
they have a good return 
for their labor: If either of 
them falls down, one can 
help the other up.”

When examining our 
friendships, Christ should 
be our example. Jesus 
purposefully surrounded 
Himself with 12 disciples 
who—while not per-
fect—were committed to 
learning the will of God. 

He Calls Me Friend
He ate with His friends 
(Matt. 9:10, Mark 2:13-
17), prayed for His friends 
(John 17:6-26) and asked 
for their support during 
His greatest trial (Matt. 
26:36-46). When Jesus 
talked about friendship, He 
said, “Greater love has no 
one than this, to lay down 
one’s life for one’s friends” 
(John 15:13 NIV).

Does Jesus confide 
in you?

Jesus called His disciples 
friends rather than ser-
vants because He entrusted 
them with everything He 
was told by His father. He 
trusted the disciples to 
use this information for 
the good of His Father’s 
kingdom. We often refer to 
Jesus as our friend because 
we confide in Him and 
trust Him. But have you 
ever considered that Jesus 
confides in you and trusts 
you to use the information 
for the good of His Father’s 
kingdom?

We take it for granted 
that Jesus is our friend, 
but do we listen to Him? 
Do we want to know what 
is on His heart? Or do we 
only want to tell Him what 
is on our hearts? To be a 
friend of Jesus, we need 
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So who are your 
friends?

Do your friends lead 
you closer to the Lord, 
or do they lead you 
away from Him? What 
kind of friend are you 
to others? Here are six 
scriptures from the NIV 
that encourage better 
friendships.

1As iron sharpens 
iron, so one person 

sharpens another. Prov. 
27:17.

2Do not follow the 
crowd in doing wrong. 

When you give testimony 
in a lawsuit, do not 
pervert justice by siding 
with the crowd. Ex. 23:2.

3A friend loves at all 
times, and a brother 

is born for a time of 
adversity. Prov. 17:17.

4Be kind and 
compassionate to one 

another, forgiving each 
other, just as in Christ 
God forgave you. Eph. 
4:32.

5The righteous choose 
their friends carefully,

    but the way of the 
wicked leads them 
astray. Prov. 12:26.

6Better is open rebuke 
than hidden love. 

Wounds from a friend 
can be trusted, but an 
enemy multiplies kisses. 
Prov. 27:5-6.

Peacemaking Resources

What if conflicts at home, conflicts at work and 
conflicts in the world stem from the same 

root cause? And what if individually and collec-
tively we systematically misunderstand that cause, 
and unwittingly perpetuate the very problems we 
think we are trying to solve? These are among the 
important questions explored in The Anatomy of 
Peace.

by Ken Sande

Experience the healing power of biblical 
peacemaking as you learn to apply scriptural 

principles to conflict. The Peacemaker shares 
practical guidance for resolving all types of con-
flict and hope for relationships you thought were 
unsalvageable.

The Anatomy of Peace: 

resolving the heart of conflict

The Peacemaker: A Biblical 

Guide to Resolving Personal 

Conflict

arbinger.com/anatomyofpeace

bit.ly/2mmJFsX

Resolving Everyday Conflict is an eight-lesson study 
that unpacks the amazing things the Bible has to say 

about conflict and relationships. As you go through this 
study, you’ll find the powerful and practical answers you 
are looking for to forever change how conflict looks in 
your life. Watch Session One (35 minutes) for free!

Resolving Everyday Conflict Kit

peacemaker.net/project/resolving-
everyday-conflict-session-one-video/
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CENTRAL STATES
CONFERENCE

The message to the crowd 
at Park Hill Church was 

clear: unite in the face of 
mounting adversity.

A group of interfaith 
pastors and politicians spoke 
to a crowd of about 400 to 
commemorate the legacy of 
Martin Luther King, Jr., who 
was born Jan. 15, 1929.

At the time of this event, 
the upcoming inaugura-
tion of President Donald 
Trump weighed heavily on 
the clergymen and women 
and representatives who 
addressed the room. Trump’s 
campaign and election 
magnified a tense time for 
race issues, such as police 

People of Different Faiths, Cultures 
Unite on MLK Weekend

brutality, sentencing for drug 
crimes and immigration. 
With the holiday falling just 
five days before the inaugura-
tion, the speakers examined 
King’s legacy in the context 
of the upcoming presidential 
transition.

Mayor Michael Hancock 
spoke briefly of a “spirit of 
pain” in the community. “If 
there ever was a time to come 
together, now is that time,” 
he said. “We don’t focus on 
Donald Trump; we focus on 
each other.”

Speakers such as Bishop 
Acen Phillips and former 
Denver mayor Wellington 
Webb spoke of the civil rights 

Young Verron Robinson, 
5, joins members of the 
MLK Community Choir 
as they sing during an 
interfaith service at 
Park Hill Seventh-day 
Adventist Church on 
Jan. 15, 2017 in Denver, 
Colorado. 

movement in Denver and 
the importance of the city’s 
churches in that struggle.

Phillips recalled how 
he would meet with other 
activists—from a variety of 
denominations—in churches 
to plan nonviolent protest 
actions. Slowly, they made 
their way through the city, 
protesting at businesses from 
which African-Americans 
were barred.

State Sen. Angela 
Williams had recently taken 
a trip to a clinic on the border 
of Israel and Syria where they 
were treating wounded civil-
ians and soldiers. The doctors 
there held a strict edict to 

treat anyone who entered 
the clinic without question, 
regardless of citizenship or 
political affiliation. In this 
spirit, she said, Americans 
must band together for a 
brighter, more sustainable 
future. “We have to learn to 
live as brothers, or perish as 
fools.”

The Greater Metro Denver 
Ministerial Alliance has 
been the leading clergy 
Civil Rights organization in 
Colorado for over 75 years. 
“Our main purpose is to 
speak on behalf of the com-
munity and our local con-
gregations to address their 
needs and concerns. We work 
with legislators, community 
organizations and other faith-
based entities to promote the 
social and moral welfare and 
justice for the greater Denver 
area,” explains Pastor Robert 
Davis, who serves as the vice 
president for Social Justice 
for the Greater Metro Denver 
Ministerial Alliance.

Brittany Winkfield is 
communication director for the 
Central States Conference.

Photos Courtesy Central States Conference
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CENTRAL STATES
CONFERENCE

Urban Mission TripApril 14-16

April 20-23

April 22

June 7-11

June 7-10

June 23-25

Central States Conference Calendar
April-June 2017
See more info at central-states.org

Spring Federations 
& Federation-Level 
Temperance Run-Offs 

Ministerial Spouse 
Appreciation Day 

Campmeeting

Mini Youth Congress

Women's Ministry Teen 
Retreat

Training Provided for Latino 
Small Group Leaders

Latino/Hispanic Ministries 
guides the church in 

developing disciples of Christ 
within Spanish-speaking com-
munities. This year, we began 
in Omaha, Nebraska, with a 
training for new leaders of our 
Hispanic churches. The vision 
is to encourage spiritual lead-
ers and personal ministries 
directors to work through 
small groups each week in the 
homes. This will ultimately 
lead more souls to Christ.

We extend a special 
thank you to Sister Estrella 
Dominguez, chaplain of 
Shawnee Mission Hospital, 
for her great seminars for our 
women spiritual leaders. Also, 
thank you to Pastor Tomas 
DeGyves, Hispanic coordi-
nator of the Central States 

WirQit is a group fitness 
class unlike any 

you’ve experienced before! 
We combine professionally 
led workouts with biblical 
life principles. “He gives 
strength to the weary and 
increases the power of the 
weak” (Isa. 40:29 NIV).

WirQit is a workout for 
both body and spirit. Why? 
Because the physical body is 
nothing without the spirit. 
As we seek to improve our 
bodies, it is important to see 
the parallels God has laid 
out in His Word that will 
help us be the best versions 
of ourselves He’s called us to 
be. “For physical training is 
of some value, but godli-
ness has value for all things, 
holding promise for both 

WirQit Blends Fitness and 
Worship

Conference and Pastor Pedro 
Vargas, pastor of Central, 
Columbus, Gethsemane and 
South Omaha churches. More 
trainings will occur through-
out the conference this year.

Brittany Winkfield is 
communication director for the 
Central States Conference.

the present life and the life to 
come.” (1 Tim. 4:8 NIV).

A community of faith and 
fitness, WirQit is using both 
media and local training to 
showcase workouts, spiritual 
life tips and personal testi-
monies. Classes are offered 
online at wirqit.com and 
locally in your community.

“It’s a good opportunity 
to raise my awareness of the 
Holy Spirit in relation to my 
body and everyday life!” says 
Jonathan, a WirQit member.

Timothy Olaore is the founder 
of WirQit and a member of the 
Boston Street Church in Aurora, 
Colorado.

April 22 Is Ministerial 
Spouse Appreciation Day

My Dearest Sisters in 
heart, in spirit and in 

Christ,

I am so happy to have 
the opportunity to publicly 
express my love and deep 
appreciation for all you do. 
Thank you for the support 
you provide to your church 
families (in whatever form 
that may take) all while you 
care for your own family. I 
feel so fortunate to have you 
all to walk this road with. I 
pray God will continue to 
pour His blessings out upon 
you. May you continue to 
grow in grace as you grow 
closer to Him.  

Much Love, 
Ivona Bernard

Notes from our conference 

president and first lady

Dear Ministerial Spouses,

I want you to know how 
much I appreciate you. You 
are truly the neck that allows 
our collective head to turn. 
May the Lord bless you and 
keep you as you navigate this 
often-hectic life. You are the 
best!

Sincerely, 
Roger Bernard
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Forgiveness Eases Difficult Friendship

Sally* was a friend from 
my home church. We had 

lost touch over the years, 
but when my mother died, 
we started corresponding 
again after she sent me an 
encouraging sympathy 
card. Through the years our 
friendship grew. We occa-
sionally visited each other’s 
homes, as we lived states 
apart.

When my father became 
feeble, the siblings—none 
of whom were now living in 
our home town—decided 
he should be moved into an 
assisted living facility near 
where he had grown up. 
Sally lived nearby. She would 
sporadically check in on Dad 
and we would chat.

Since she drove past the 
assisted living facility on her 
way to work, I occasionally—
probably twice a year—would 
pay for and ask her to pick 
up something for Dad. They 
knew each other from church 
and I thought a visit from a 
familiar face would be good 
for his courage. She always 
said, “Sure, not a problem.” I 
thanked her and asked about 
the visits. She lifted his spirits 
and he hers, she would say.

Life gets messy

However, not long ago, 
things took a nosedive when 
I received a confusing email 
from her. I couldn’t figure 
out what it was about. I 

Dakota Conference Campmeeting 
June 6 - 10, 2017 
Lars Justinenen/Licensed from GoodSalt.com

e  Penned  FreedomH

had to re-read it three or 
four times. Then I realized 
it wasn’t meant for me. She 
had intended to send it to 
someone else. In the email, 
she said what a twit I was. 
“All these years I have helped 
out and delivered things to 
her dad, she has never paid 
me for my time and now she 
wants me to pick up some-
thing again.”

At first I was confused, 
then I became angry and 
finally I realized I was really 
hurt she would call me a 
“twit.” It took some time 
but later I replied, “Was this 
email meant for me? Are we 
still friends?”

I decided I needed to 
compensate her for her 
efforts, explaining how sorry 
I was for the times I asked for 
her help: “Please accept this 
gift card as a thank you for 
the visits you have made to 
Dad. I will be making other 
arrangements from now on.”

She returned the card to 
me writing, “I don’t need 

to be reimbursed; that’s 
what friends are for.” I 
debated—friends? 

Forgiveness is a gift

Through prayer and the 
counsel of friends I decided 
to continue my friendship 
with Sally. I prayed for God 
to heal this situation and He 
mostly has. We still corre-
spond but things are not the 
same.

Our paths have crossed as 
I have flown home to visit 
my father but we have never 
mentioned the unfortunate 
incident. I believe I expected 
too much from our friend-
ship. I am just so grateful for 
forgiveness and the attitude 
of forgiveness. Both are gifts 
from God.

*not her real name

As told to Jacquie Biloff, 
communication director for the 
Dakota Conference.
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In the fall of 2015, Willie 
Hale, a member of the 

Dickinson Church in 
Dickinson, North Dakota, 
saw a picture of an igloo 
someone built out of blocks 
of ice. An idea formed in his 
mind of involving the church 
family in a similar project. It 
turned out to be a fun day for 
the church family, and The 
Dickinson Press featured the 
colorful igloo in the paper.

In the spring of 2016, Hale 
began thinking about what 
shape this project might take 
in the future. The idea of 
making something out of ice 
that would have more mean-
ing—a replica of the biblical 
sanctuary—caught his imag-
ination. He knew it would 
take a considerably greater 
number of ice chunks to 
accomplish the task, so he put 

Students and Friends Build Ice Sanctuary

the word out with the church 
family that he had bigger 
and better plans in store and 
asked everyone to save their 
half-gallon milk cartons for 
this purpose. It seems the 
almond milk industry has 
a loyal following in western 
North Dakota as Hale col-
lected almost 1,000 cartons, 
most of them almond milk.

When the weather turned 
cold enough, Willie and his 
wife, Briana, along with their 
friends, Jarod and Frankie 
Fields, began filling the 
cartons with water and a few 
drops of food coloring. At the 
end of January, the date was 
set for building the sanctuary. 

It was a cold and windy day 
on Invitation Hill, the site of 
Dickinson’s new school and 
church facility, but Willie, 
Briana and those recruited 

(Above) Willie Hale constructing the ice 
sanctuary out of blocks of ice

(Left) Candlestick, altar of incense and table 
of shewbread

(Above left) Completed sanctuary and 
courtyard with laver and altar of burnt 
offering

to make ice hauled the 
cartons to the building site 
where, with help from the 
students, construction began. 
Teacher Janna Wright and 
students Tandish and Ebnay 
Kuzvuinswa; Fortune and 
Fortunate Majada; Autumn 
Hale; Zack Sarge; and  
Kolter, Boen, Roper and 
Hazy Karges rotated in and 
out of the building warming 
up their fingers and toes.

It’s not an altogether pleas-
ant task to have one hand in a 
slushy mix of water and snow 
(the mortar) and the other 
hand clasping the frozen 
brick while the temperature is 
hovering around 10 degrees 
and the wind is whipping and 
whistling about. Yet a faithful 
few stuck with the project for 
hours until the sanctuary was 
finished—complete with two 

compartments, the ark of the 
covenant, the seven-branched 
candlestick, altar of incense 
and table of showbread, as 
well as the laver and altar of 
burnt offering outside the 
igloo sanctuary. Hale says 
that ultimately it was “a fun 
exercise to do with the kids in 
working together and com-
pleting a project.”

Janna Wright is the head 
teacher at Dickinson Adventist 
Christian Elementary in 
Dickinson, North Dakota. She 
has 10 students in grades 1-7.
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The Iowa-Missouri 
Conference is home to 

several large urban centers, 
with nearly 3 million people 
living in the St. Louis area, 
more than 2 million in the 
Kansas City area, nearly 
1 million in the Omaha/
Council Bluffs area and over 
600,000 in the Des Moines 

Iowa-Missouri Focuses on 
Large City Evangelism

During a rally celebrating the launch of 
Reach KC, It Is Written speaker/director John 
Bradshaw challenges members to commit 
to prayer during the next year and to get 
involved.

area. Recognizing the vast-
ness of these mission fields 
right in their own territory, 
the conference has deter-
mined to make large city 
evangelism a major focus 
during the next five years.

Last fall, the conference 
conducted a conference-wide 
evangelistic campaign in 

partnership with Voice of 
Prophecy that resulted in 
over 100 new memberships 
by the end of the series, 
with approximately 120 
more attendees involved in 
follow-up studies. There are 
plans to conduct similar cam-
paigns annually or semi- 
annually on an ongoing basis.

The conference also spon-
sors a Magabook program 
each summer, in which 
elementary and high school 
students raise money for their 
tuition while reaching their 
cities as literature evangelists.

However, one of the 
ways the Iowa-Missouri 
Conference hopes to be most 

NADEI associate director Tom Evans prays with 
Antoine, a member of the Urumuri group who 
wants to be a pastor and is seeking sponsors 
so he can attend a two-year training program 
to work with refugees.

Photos: Randy Harmdierks
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successful in reaching their 
large cities is by partnering 
with other conferences whose 
territories align or overlap.

In St. Louis, for example, 
there are four local confer-
ences, in two unions—the 
Central States and Iowa-
Missouri conferences in the 
Mid-America Union, and 
the Illinois and Lake Region 
conferences in the Lake 
Union. For several years now, 
all four conferences have 
been collaborating to reach 
their communities through 
establishing church plants.

St. Louis SEEDS

In partnership with the 
North American Division 
Evangelism Institute, yearly 
gatherings called SEEDS 
conferences equip local lay 
leaders with the tools and 
resources they need to begin 
a church plant.

During this year’s SEEDS 
conference held in January 
Ishmael Ikpeama and 
Norman Njihi gave a report 
from the Urumuri group. 
They have 50-75 people regu-
larly attending and have had 
18 baptisms since they started 
two years ago.

One of their members, a 
young man named Antoine, 
came to the United States as a 
refugee when he was 12 and 
shortly thereafter fell into the 
wrong crowd. After losing 
a friend to gang violence, 
Antoine sought out God and 
found Him at the Urumuri 
group. He now wants to be 
a pastor and is looking for 
sponsors to help him attend 
a two-year training program 

for working with refugees.
David Klinedinst, resident 

evangelist to St. Louis for the 
Iowa-Missouri Conference, 
spoke about a home-based 
church plant in Wentzville, 
the fastest growing area 
in the St. Louis metro. A 
couple years ago, Warren 
and Naomi Beem decided to 
invite their children’s friends 
over on Friday nights for fel-
lowship and Bible study. They 
now have approximately 25 
unchurched high school and 
college aged young people 
coming every week.

Another speaker for this 
year’s event was Jose Cortez, 
Jr., associate ministerial 
director of evangelism for 
the NAD. He praised the 
successful collaboration in 
St. Louis between churches 
across conference and union 
boundaries that has resulted 
in five new church plants in 
the metro area since 2012. 
He also challenged attendees 
to strive for more. Speaking 
about Plant1000, an NAD 
initiative to plant 1,000 new 
churches throughout North 
America by 2020, Cortez said 
that for maximum effective-
ness there needs to be an 
Adventist church for every 
25,000 people in a commu-
nity. “We plant churches 
because we want to make 
sure the gospel message is 
accessible to anyone, in every 
corner of every city in North 
America,” he said. “If we 
don’t plant churches, we will 
become a cul-de-sac on the 
Adventist highway.”

In order to accomplish 
such a goal, there would need 
to be 112 Adventist churches 

available to the nearly 3 mil-
lion people living in the St. 
Louis metro area. Including 
existing church plants, there 
are currently 20.

However, Cortez was quick 
to emphasize quality over 
quantity. “We don’t just want 
churches; we want commu-
nity churches,” he said. “We’re 
not planting worship services 
and then going away. We 
want churches that will bless 
the people in their communi-
ties with the love of God and 
the compassion of Jesus, in 
practical ways, on a regular 
basis, and that also happen to 
worship on Sabbath.”

To meet an intermediate 
goal of doubling the num-
ber of churches in St. Louis, 
specific unentered areas of 
the metro have been iden-
tified for potential church 
plants, and area leaders 
are looking for volunteers 
interested in partnering with 
them. For more information, 
contact David Klinedinst at 
402.304.5603.

Reach KC

After seeing how successful 
SEEDS has been in bringing 
local conferences together for 
outreach in St. Louis, Iowa-
Missouri Conference leader-
ship decided to try something 
similar in Kansas City.

The conference reached 
out to It Is Written and the 
other two local conferences 
in the Kansas City area—
Central States and Kansas-
Nebraska—and plans were 
developed for a year-long 
campaign that will culminate 
in a four-week evangelistic 

series in April 2018, with It 
Is Written speaker/director 
John Bradshaw.

In January representatives 
from It Is Written met with 
the area’s approximately 
22 churches—including 10 
congregations from Iowa-
Missouri—to get acquainted, 
explain plans and answer 
questions.

During the next year, Bible 
workers from all three con-
ferences will coordinate with 
It Is Written to train mem-
bers for outreach and giving 
Bible studies. Various meth-
ods will be utilized to engage 
the public in preparation for 
the April 2018 series.

To celebrate the launch of 
Reach KC, approximately 
1,100 church members from 
across Kansas City gathered 
in February for a joint rally 
(see p. 16).

All three conferences are 
encouraging members to get 
involved. Members of the 
Iowa-Missouri Conference 
interested in participating 
in Reach KC should contact 
their local pastor.

Randy Harmdierks is 
communication director for the 
Iowa-Missouri Conference.
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On Feb. 10 and 11 mem-
bers from three confer-

ences came together at the 
Central States Conference 
Office to worship and 
prepare for an evangelistic 
effort in Kansas City. The 
Kansas-Nebraska, Central 
States and Iowa-Missouri 
conferences have partnered 
with It Is Written to begin an 
initiative to unite churches 
in community outreach in 
the greater Kansas City area.  
Approximately 1,100 people 
from the partnering confer-
ences gathered for a weekend 
of worship and inspiration. 
John Bradshaw, speaker/
director of It Is Written, was 
the main presenter.

This weekend marked the 
beginning of an evangelistic 
effort that will take place over 
the next year and culminate 
in April 2018 when John 
Bradshaw will join us again 
for a public evangelistic 
series/reaping meetings. 
Never before have these three 
conferences come together 
for an event like this. In 
preparation for April 2018, It 
Is Written has placed a Bible 
worker, Jack Phillips, in the 
Kansas City area, and soon 
our conference and churches 
in Kansas City will hire an 
additional Bible worker to 
begin spreading the joy and 
love of Jesus through the city.

Bradshaw challenged the 
congregation of believers to 
trust God to complete the 
work ahead. He shared, “We 
live in the midst of drowning 
people. Who is up to the task 
of making the difference? 

Partnering in Evangelism
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We’re looking forward to 
REACH KC in April 2018, 
but it’s what happens now 
that either guarantees success 
or guarantees failure. We 
want to reach KC. Our best 
will not be good enough, but 
God’s best will be better than 
we can imagine. Friends, let’s 
enter into this together will-
ingly grabbing hold of God, 
appealing to God to save the 
drowning. When we look 
back on this one day, we will 
say it was worth it. We will 
wish we had done more. Let’s 
join together across confer-
ence lines and remember that 
we are in this together.”

During the weekend there 
was a call for people to 
volunteer to become lay Bible 
workers. Approximately 75 
volunteers came for the first 
day of training, which was led 
by Jack Phillips at Shawnee 
Mission Medical Center in 
Shawnee Mission, Kansas, on 
Feb. 19-26.

Please pray for Kansas-
Nebraska, Central States and 
Iowa-Missouri conferences 
over the next 12 months as 
our churches in the Kansas 
City area work together to 
reach others and bring them 
closer to a relationship with 
Jesus Christ.

Stephanie Gottfried is 
publications director for the 
Kansas-Nebraska Conference.

John Bradshaw, speaker/director of It Is 
Written, presented at this historic event 
bringing three conferences together for an 
evangelistic effort in the Kansas City area.

BROKEN ARROW RANCH

June 8-11 - Single Moms & Kids
June 11-18 - Adventure Camp 
June 18-25 - Junior Camp I
June 25-July 2 - Junior Camp II
July 2-9 - Earliteen Camp
July 9-16 - Teen Camp
July 18-23 - Family Camp

CAMP ARROWHEAD

June 18-23 - Discovery Camp

SUMMER CAMP DATES
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Winter Is Fun at Winterfest

On Feb. 4, Minnetonka 
Christian Academy 

hosted Winterfest 2017, an 
annual fair intended to raise 
money for various ministry 
groups who host booths 
during the event.

Last year, during a post-
Winterfest discussion, the 
coordinator and Minnetonka 

principal, Andy Carlson, 
thought Winterfest could be 
an excellent opportunity for 
various churches and schools 
to host booths. It’s a great 
way to build community 
as well as raise money for 
ministry.

With that in mind, this 
year the fair hosted a wider 
variety of booths. The Source 
of Life Russian Church sold 
various Russian desserts and 
other food items. Pathways 
Church hosted a whipped 
cream booth that encouraged 

A Maplewood 
Academy student 
enjoys the Pathways 
Church whipped 
cream booth.
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Rebekah Berlin has been 
working as the con-

ference assistant treasurer 

since September 2016. She 
was promoted as part of a 
conference restructure when 
Dwayne Mauk became vice 
president for finance and 
a new position, director of 
human resources/director of 
communication, was created. 
As the assistant treasurer, 
Berlin is doing a fantastic job 
of cleaning up the list of con-
ference properties, including 
vehicles needing insurance 
coverage. She also com-
pletely revamped the staffing 
formula so administration 
could make more informed 
decisions regarding hiring 
and placement. In addition, 

Berlin has spent considerable 
time helping train the local 
church treasurers one-on-one 
in person or over the phone. 
The training sessions and her 
consistent communication 
have made a noticeable dif-
ference in the local monthly 
remittances being submitted 
in a timely manner.

A native Minnesotan, 
Berlin joined the Minnesota 
Conference team in June 
2016. She holds a bachelor’s 
degree in Christian business 
management, and after grad-
uation in 2012, worked as an 
accountant for Ouachita Hills 
College in Arkansas. 
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Assistant Treasurer Makes Big 
Impact in Minnesota

getting messy—they even 
created a video to show how 
awesome Winterfest was! 

Maplewood Academy 
regularly attends the event 
as a fundraiser for each 
class. This year, each class 
sold a food item. As usual, 
the senior class sold pizza. 
The Pathfinder group from 
St. Paul First Church hosted 
several games, including a 
booth that provided prizes to 
children who “went fishing.” 
In addition, MCA hosted 
a slide, bungee run and 
bounce house. There were 
various games all evening, 
and the event was well 
attended.

The Minnetonka 
Mustangs, the local 
Pathfinder group, raised 
the most money of all the 

booths by selling homemade 
Hispanic food. All the 
food was donated, so the 
approximately $700 they 
raised all went directly to the 
Pathfinder group for their 
various needs.

Savannah Carlson is 
communication director for the 
Minnesota Conference.

Berlin has a passion for 
showing Jesus to the world, 
specifically through the 
business and finances of the 
church. She values integ-
rity and organization, and 
strives for excellence in every 
responsibility. Minnesota 
Conference is blessed to work 
with Berlin and we look for-
ward to further outstanding 
accomplishments from her.

Savannah Carlson is 
communication director for the 
Minnesota Conference.

Watch the video at 
bit.ly/MCAWinterfest
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According to the National 
Center for Education 

Statistics website, “The 
National Assessment of 
Educational Progress (NAEP) 
is the largest nationally repre-
sentative assessment of what 
students in the United States 
know and can do in various 
subject areas. It most fre-
quently assesses mathematics 
and reading. Other subjects, 
such as writing, science, U.S. 
history, civics, geography, 
economics and the arts are 
assessed periodically. The 
results are released as The 
Nation’s Report Card.”

Recently the 8th grade 
class at Stone Ridge Christian 
School participated in tests 
covering reading and math. 

Stone Ridge Christian School 
Chosen as NAEP Test Site

Each student took one test. 
The tests were proctored by 
Roy Hamlin, area coordina-
tor for National Assessment 
Education Program. Hamlin 
is a 15-year veteran of proc-
toring tests for NAEP.

Stone Ridge was randomly 
selected by computer from 
all the private schools in 
Minnesota. In the United 
States, 25 percent of schools 
are private schools. The 
results from the tests our 
students took will be used as 
representative of all private 
schools in the state. NAEP 
is integral to developing the 
“National Report Card” for 
all schools, which is then sent 
to Congress in October. The 
information on how schools 

The 8th grade class at Stone Ridge Christian School recently participated in NAEP tests 
covering reading and math. (l-r) Joel Taffe, teacher Rudy Carlson, area coordinator for 
National Assessment Education Program Roy Hamlin and Teigan Bauer.
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are doing is used to deter-
mine how much funding 
will be available for private 
schools in the future.

Individual scores are not 
released, so there is no way 
for us to know how our 
students did individually. The 
testing has been done with 
paper and pencil in the past; 
however, this year NAEP 
provided laptop computers 
for the first time. Hamlin was 
impressed with the students’ 
ability to finish their testing 
in 70 minutes. The normal 
time necessary for finishing 
the test is 90 minutes.

Rudy Carlson, Stone 
Ridge’s head teacher, com-
mented that he felt privileged 
to be asked to be part of such 

an important study. He also 
mentioned to the NAEP 
coordinator that he suspected 
by testing our students at 
Stone Ridge, it would raise 
all the results Nationwide 
because of how smart our 
kids are.

If you’re interested in read-
ing more about the “National 
Report Card” and its statis-
tics, go to nces.ed.gov/nations
reportcard for previous years’ 
results.

Collene Rognlie-Klick is the 
volunteer communication 
director for Stone Ridge 
Christian School. 
 
Information regarding NAEP was 
taken from the website: nces.ed.gov/
nationsreportcard.
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From Colorado to Cambodia, with Love

Daniel and Cara 
Greenfield entered 

the Mondulkiri Province 
of Cambodia in 2006 to 
work with the Pnong peo-
ple, an aboriginal ethnic 
group. Sponsored through 
Adventist Frontier Missions, 
which establishes indige-
nous Seventh-day Adventist 
church-planting movements 
among unreached people 
groups, the Greenfields spent 
eight years in Cambodia, six 
among the Pnong.

As they learned the lan-
guage, they began to see the 
need for a school in the town 
of Sen Monorom. Although 
there were already two 
government schools in the 
town, these were so crowded 
students could not learn.

In the fall of 2014 they 
opened an Adventist School 
in a rented house with 48 stu-
dents in grades K-2. Each year, 
another grade has been added 

so that today they are bursting 
at the seams with 75 students 
and eager to move to a new 
building.

Cara organized a group of 
32 volunteers from all over 
the world who headed to this 
little Pnong village Jan. 22 
through Feb. 6 to work on the 
building project. Constructed 
of rammed earth blocks made 
on the property using a com-
pressed earth block machine, 
the school is likely to be com-
pleted by May. Walt Sparks, 
an Estes Park, Colorado, 
church member who oversaw 
the building crew, said, “It’s 
always neat when people from 
so many areas come together 
to be used by the Holy Spirit. 
We had a cooperative spirit 
between people who had never 
met.”

The concrete columns and 
beams were in place when 
the group arrived, Sparks 
explained, with 80 percent 

of the floor poured, and the 
metal roofing and trusses on 
the classroom addition, but 
not the gymnasium. “Our 
group put in the compacted 
dirt blocks between columns 
to create walls using the pre-
made blocks. We got a system 
started for the local people to 
continue,” he said.

At first the villagers had 
looked at them with suspi-
cion, Cara said, since previous 
foreigners had started schools, 
but disappeared once they 
collected the tuition money. 
“Now that we have land in the 
community and the building is 
going up, they are seeing it as a 
positive thing,” said Cara.

The excitement that shows 
on the students’ faces ema-
nates from hearts that are 
being changed, Cara added. 
“They are constantly singing 
Christian songs. They have 
Jesus in their hearts.” The 
majority of the students are 
Buddhist or Animist, with only 
a handful being Adventist.

Since most of the students 
come from poor families, 
scholarships are provided for 
approximately 80 percent of 
the students. The Greenfields 

raise funds to cover scholar-
ships, do evangelism and cover 
salaries by making presen-
tations at churches, visiting 
people in their homes, making 
phone calls and sending out 
letters.

Because health challenges 
forced the Greenfields to 
return to the United States 
in January 2016, it has been 
difficult to keep up with the 
building progress and the 
school, but Cara has made a 
couple of trips back to check 
on things.

Encouraged by the progress 
of the students—they can 
read and do math—and of the 
building project, Cara shared 
this report of their last trip: 
“We saw the Lord working on 
the hearts of the people and 
miracles happening. One lady 
is really on fire for Jesus and 
wants to be baptized. She is 
sharing the gospel with the 
entire village and with her 
parents who live in another 
village—she’s evangelizing 
everyone!”

Carol Bolden assists in the 
commnication department of the 
Rocky Mountain Conference.

Adventist school children wearing uniforms 
enjoy playing together on swings.

Photos: Walt Sparks

Some of the mission group pose with the 
Cambodian general contractor and his crew.
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ROCKY MOUNTAIN
CONFERENCE

Church Plant Builds Community while 
Preparing for Opening Sabbath

This is the official 
call for the 1st 

quinquennial session, 
following the 11th 
triennial session, of 
the Rocky Mountain 
Conference of Seventh-
day Adventists. 

It will be held Sunday, 
July 23, beginning 
at 10:00 am at the 
Life Source Adventist 
Fellowship Seventh-day 
Adventist Church, 6200 
W. Hampden Avenue, 
Denver, Colorado. 

The purpose of this 
constituency session 
is to elect officers, an 
Executive Committee, 
a K-12 Board of 
Education and a Bylaws 
Committee for the 
ensuing quinquennial 
term, and to transact 
such business as may 
properly come before 
the session.

 
Ed Barnett, President 
 
Eric Nelson, Vice President for 
Administration

A curious neighbor 
couldn’t take the sus-

pense any longer. For weeks 
and now months, he had 
driven past a new construc-
tion site, but never saw any 
structures set up or work 
being done. Frustrated by the 
uncertainty of it all, he ven-
tured past the site’s fencing 
to investigate more closely. 
What did he find? A bustle of 
activity below ground level—
unseen by most—to establish 
a solid foundation.

For the past seven months, 
a core team of families have 
been praying and plan-
ning about God’s vision for 
planting a church in Castle 
Rock, Colorado, where there 
is currently no Seventh-day 
Adventist congregation. In 
that time span, we haven’t 
hosted many programs or 
ministries visible to the 
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Find us on Facebook:
@castlerockadventist 
or visit our website: 
castlerockadventist.
church.

Core team members 
discuss how to bless 
their community 
during a planning 
session for the new 
Castle Rock Adventist 
Church.

NOTICE 
FOR RMC 
CONSTITUENCY 
SESSION

 

casual observer. Instead, our 
priority has been to build a 
sense of community amongst 
the team and to prayerfully 
establish a solid foundation 
and mission-oriented DNA 
for this new church.

As that foundation has 
taken concrete shape, the 
core team has become more 
proactive in building bridges 
with the Castle Rock com-
munity. To bless the commu-
nity, we’ve offered personal 
Bible studies and hosted 
small group gatherings. To 
share the gift of health, we 
set up a booth at the town’s 
annual Starlighting event in 
November, offering heart-
healthy food samples to 
passers-by and invitations to 
a Diabetes Undone semi-
nar, which began just a few 
weeks ago in the Castle Pines 
Library.

We’re also reaching out 
more broadly with other 
Adventists who may sense a 
call to be actively involved 
in developing a redemptive 
Adventist presence in Castle 
Rock. In anticipation of our 
opening Sabbath on April 
8, we have begun hosting a 
monthly VisionVespers at 
the Castle Rock Adventist 
Hospital to give people a 
chance to hear, experience 
and respond to the vision 
God has for this new church 
(more on p. 25).

Godfrey Miranda is a church 
planter in the Rocky Mountain 
Conference.
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Original SM Mentors Generations in Service

Recounting his experience 
as a student missionary 

in Peru, a junior at Union 
College was quoted in the 
Central Union Reaper in 
October 1971 saying, “You 
must win them over with your 
love. You must come with the 
attitude of wanting to learn, 
not feeling that you have 
everything to offer them.” 
A decade later, that student 
returned to Union College 
as an employee, claiming his 
alma mater as his mission 
field. Union alumni of the 

last 35 years will recognize in 
those words the leadership 
style of a man they learned 
to love as a listener, learner, 
counselor and friend.

Officially, he is Dr. Richard 
Carlson, vice president for 
spiritual life and associate 
professor of psychology and 
religion, but it is unlikely even 
he could tell you his full title 
without consulting Union’s 
personnel directory. To gener-
ations of Union students and 
alumni, he is simply “Pastor 
Rich.” And above any title, he 

will tell you his job is mentor-
ship. “I love interacting with 
the kids, journeying with the 
students,” he says. “It’s been a 
joy and an honor.”

A passion for missions

In 1971, Carlson told the 
Central Union Reaper that “A 
thousand years of school can 
never equal the experience of 
mission service.” As chaplain 
at Union, he has encouraged 
thousands of students to 
take their lessons from the 

classroom to communities 
next door and around the 
world as they learn through 
service.

Through his leadership, 
Union has sent 617 student 
missionaries around the 
world, and 85 task force work-
ers to Adventist organizations 
within the United States. His 
continued involvement in 
student missions reaches past 
Union’s Campus Ministries 
and extends to visiting and 
supporting student mission-
aries on behalf of the North 
American Division.

Emily Segura remembers 
the joy of having a familiar 
face visit when she served in 
Guinea. “He came to Africa 
and met my host family, 
followed me around through 
my daily life of shopping in 
the outdoor market, teaching 
in my tiny schoolroom and 
eating rice with me,” Segura 
said. “You should have seen 
his excitement at merely 
presenting the gifts and letters 
from home and watching me 
open them. I appreciate his 
grandfatherly love and the 
empowerment he gives me to 
make my ‘what-ifs’ a reality.”

Carlson also recognizes 
the need for service closer to 
home. Project Impact began 
as Project BRUSH the year 
before he became Union’s 
chaplain, and under his 
leadership, Union’s annual 
event has become the nation’s 
largest and oldest collegiate 
volunteer event. Based on 
available research, no campus 
has a bigger event by percent-
age and few have as many 

Pastor Rich Carlson has spent a lifetime inspiring and mentoring 
Union College students to serve God.

Steve Nazario
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volunteers despite 10 to 20 
times the enrollment.

“Service isn’t just a one-day 
event,” said Cainan Ming, 
who has been the student 
coordinator of Project Impact 
for the last two years. “I hope 
students get a sense of joy 
from helping others and will 
revisit the sites. I don’t want 
us to just take one day of the 
year; I want these service 
projects to continue.”

Beyond Project Impact, 
Union’s Campus Ministries 
organizes volunteer opportu-
nities for students throughout 
the year, from regularly sched-
uled events to responding to 
last-minute desperate pleas 
from individuals and groups 
around Lincoln.

Mentoring new leaders

When he assumed his role 
of chaplain at Union College 
in 1982, Carlson and one 
student worker managed all 
the programming for Campus 
Ministries. Now the office 
has grown to engage a staff 
of 35 students leading in all 
areas of ministry, including 
vespers, worship, missions 
and outreach activities. “This 
gives them leadership training 
and keeps what we do current 
to the needs of students,” says 
Carlson.

He is quick to clarify for 
anyone who asks that he has 
only two duties—providing 
the environment and the 
opportunities that allow 
students to lead. He seeks 
out students with a passion 
for ministry, then works with 

Experience 
the wisdom 
of Pastor 
Rich
Back in 1999, Pastor 
Rich Carlson began 
writing a daily email 
to the Union College 
campus, most often 
a devotional thought 
based on a scripture 
passage he had been 
reading. Since then, 
he has faithfully 
emailed these 
messages—dubbed 
Good Morning 
Union—every school 
day.

“Almost every day 
I get at least one 
email from someone 
saying how God has 
used the thought for 
that day,” Carlson 
said. “Sharing the 
thoughts God brings 
me each morning 
gives my personal 
experience with God 
a purpose beyond 
just me.”

If you’d like to read 
Good Morning Union 
for yourself, visit 
ucollege.edu/gmu.

them to make sure they have 
the resources they need to 
succeed as they dedicate their 
skills and energy to Christ.

Talking to Union students, 
it’s easy to find stories of how 
Carlson’s leadership style has 
changed their lives for the bet-
ter. Jesse Evert, a junior edu-
cation major, recalls coming 
to Union as a freshman and 
looking for a way to belong 
and get involved in ministry. 
Carlson heard about Evert’s 
interests in scriptwriting and 
acting and asked her to write 
and direct the annual Easter 
Pageant during Homecoming 
weekend, which she did with 
the help of her best friend.

“That experience opened 
the door for me to become 
the Afterglow Coordinator in 
Campus Ministries for a year 
and a half, and to get to be on 
the Union For Christ team 
now,” Evert said. “All because 
Pastor Rich saw something in 
me and thought he could help 
me make a difference.”

As he works with students 
interested in pastoral ministry 
and chaplaincy as a profes-
sion, Carlson encourages 
them to build a team before 
moving forward in ministry. 
According to Abner Campos, 
“Working with Pastor Rich has 
taught me to extinguish the 
corporate idea of delegation—
the concept of demanding 
work from employees. Instead, 
he invites us to empower, 
because it is through empow-
ering that we experience 
the intersection of our gifts, 
passions and calling.”

Gina Creek ‘03 says 

Carlson is the best leadership 
mentor she’s ever encoun-
tered. Now director of leader-
ship development at Adventist 
Health Systems, Creek said, 
“Before Pastor Rich, I always 
saw myself as another face in 
the crowd. He helped me hear 
the call of God on my heart.”

Carlson also encourages 
other Union College employ-
ees to become spiritual 
mentors through his inno-
vative HeartScan program. 
Interested students meet 
throughout the semester 
with a spiritual mentor who 
helps them develop a spiritual 
growth plan in place of keep-
ing track of regular worship 
program attendance.

“Reading Union’s statement 
of core values, it’s not hard 
to imagine it’s describing 
Rich,” said Vinita Sauder, 
Union College president. “His 
commitment to developing 
students both as disciples 
and leaders has helped create 
the sense of cooperation and 
acceptance that pervades the 
campus atmosphere. This is 
a better place because of his 
dedication, and I truly believe 
the world has been made 
better by the thousands of 
students he has guided over 
the last 35 years.”

Brittany Wren is a freelance 
writer who also works in 
the Records Office at Union 
College.
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Earth Day is April 22 and 
a perfect time to come 

together to celebrate God’s 
creation and reflect on our 
choices about daily living. 
The decisions we make today 
about how we live affect not 
only our own health, but also 
the health and well-being of 
others and future generations. 
Are your choices helping to 
purify your body, mind, spirit 
and the wonderful earth God 
has created for us?

Part of Adventist Health 
System, Shawnee Mission 
Health strives every day to 
live its mission of extend-
ing the healing ministry of 
Christ. We use the principles 
of CREATION Health—
Choice, Rest, Environment, 
Activity, Trust, Interpersonal 
Relationships, Outlook and 
Nutrition—to help us fulfill 
this mission for our patients, 
their families and our 
community.

For example, to help foster 

Earth Day – A Time to Celebrate

a healthy environment and 
good nutrition, we recently 
constructed the Harvest 
Kitchen, a new, full- 
service restaurant at Shawnee 
Mission Medical Center 
offering live-action stations 
with fresh, made-to-order 
items and locally sourced 
foods. Patrons can watch 
while chefs prepare meals so 
they know the exact ingredi-
ents used.

Another way SMH is 
supporting a cleaner envi-
ronment and encouraging 
activity is by sponsoring the 
Streamway Trail System in 
Olathe, Kansas, through a 
partnership with Johnson 
County Parks & Recreation. 
A designated National 
Recreational Trail, the 
Streamway Trail System con-
sists of pedestrian, biking and 
equestrian trails, plus open 
spaces for jogging, picnicking 
and nature hiking.

Hospital associates and 

community members can 
also take advantage of a 
variety of classes at Shawnee 
Mission Health about topics 
like gardening, fermentation 
and landscaping to support 
our environment as well as 
other CREATION Health 
principles like rest, interper-
sonal relationships, nutrition 
and outlook.

This Earth Day, think 
about how you can celebrate 
our world and incorporate 
the CREATION Health 
principles into your daily life. 
Here are some ideas to get 
you started.
• C is for Choice. Exercise 

your power to choose. 
Decide today to change one 
thing in your life to posi-
tively impact your well- 
being or that of others.

• R is for Rest. Taking time 
to relax lowers your stress 
and your blood pressure. 
Find a peaceful place out-
doors to enjoy a good book 
or just take in the beauty of 
nature around you.

• E is for Environment. Our 
external environment and 
our immediate environ-
ment both influence the 
way we feel. Identify ways 
you can foster a clean 
environment inside and 
outside. Recycle, plant a 
garden or participate in 
a community beautifica-
tion project. Also, make 
a commitment to keep a 
clean, clutter-free home—
an effort that will help clear 
your mind and create a 
sense of peace.

• A is for Activity. Keeping 
an active body and mind 
promotes wellness. Think 

about ways you can be 
active to improve physical 
and mental health. Bike on 
a new trail, fly a kite, do a 
crossword puzzle or walk 
the kids to school today.

• T is for Trust. Trust in 
God leads to stronger faith, 
allowing us to live a fuller 
life. Find a quiet, peaceful 
place outdoors for prayer 
and reflection to improve 
your spiritual well-being.

• I is for Interpersonal 
Relationships. Interacting 
with others is important to 
our health. Enjoy time with 
friends, family members 
and neighbors by planning 
a picnic or an outing to a 
local attraction such as the 
zoo or botanical gardens.

• O is for Outlook. A posi-
tive outlook is a great gift 
to give yourself and others. 
Finding ways to practice 
a positive, happy attitude 
will improve health and 
happiness.

• N is for Nutrition. Good 
nutrition is essential for 
our health and starts with 
access to good food. A 
great way to always have 
fresh fruits, vegetables and 
herbs on hand is to plant 
your own or frequent your 
local farmer’s market.

Jackie Woods is a contract 
writer for Shawnee Mission 
Health.

To learn more 
about Shawnee 
Mission Health or 
CREATION Health, visit 
ShawneeMission.org or 
CreationHealth.com.
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Until now, Castle Rock 
Adventist Hospital has 

been the only Adventist 
presence in Castle Rock, 
Colorado. That’s about to 
change on April 8, when the 
Castle Rock Seventh-day 
Adventist Church officially 
holds its grand opening 
celebration.

With more than 55,000 
residents, Castle Rock is a 
growing hub for families and 
young professionals who 
call the vibrant, south-side 
Denver suburb home. In 
2011, leaders of Adventist 
Health System saw the stra-
tegic potential for opening 
a hospital in this burgeon-
ing community, so they 
built Castle Rock Adventist 
Hospital as a part of the fam-
ily of five Adventist hospitals 
serving the greater Denver 
community.

The new church plant is the 
culmination of many prayers 
and dreams. For years, lead-
ers from the Rocky Mountain 
Conference prayed for the 
opportunity to establish a 
church presence in Castle 
Rock. Hospital administra-
tors had a similar vision. 
Church members living in 
the area who currently drive 
varying distances to other 
area churches have longed 
for a beacon of hope closer to 
home.

The Castle Rock Church 
plant is a wonderful exam-
ple of the synergy that can 
happen between individuals 
and groups who experience 
a similar calling on their 
hearts. Hospital leaders are 

New Adventist Church to Celebrate 
Opening in Castle Rock

providing resources and 
meeting space, conference 
officials are supplying a salary 
for the pastor during the 
start-up phase and commu-
nity members are enthusias-
tically supporting the birth of 
this new church family.

For several years, an infor-
mal launch team has met 
periodically to plan, pray and 
dream. Led by people like 
David Martinez, director of 
mission development at the 
hospital, and Clint Watson, 
director of radiologic imag-
ing, the core team has been 
meeting to discuss ways to 
combine their love for Christ 
with a mission to serve the 
community’s needs for heal-
ing and wholeness.

The Rocky Mountain 
Conference invited Godfrey 
Miranda to join the team 
as pastor. Godfrey, his wife 
Debbie and their three 
young children have moved 
to Colorado from Modesto, 
California. They bring a 
young, vibrant energy that 
meshes well with the large 
millennial population in the 

Castle Rock area.
“We are so blessed to be 

working in a community 
where the road has been so 
well paved,” says Miranda. 
“The hospital has a wonder-
ful reputation here, and we 
are building on the shoul-
ders of what they’ve already 
accomplished. When you 
think about a church being 
at a hospital, the metaphor 
of being a place of healing is 
really just perfect!”

Eric Nelson, executive 
secretary for the Rocky 
Mountain Conference, is 
excited about what God 
is already doing in Castle 
Rock. “With our hospital 
presence, we’ve had golden 
opportunities to imprint 
on the community there, 
and with this new phase of 
expanded ministry presence, 
we can’t wait to see how 
God will continue to impact 
Castle Rock,” he says. “Pastor 
Miranda comes to us with the 
highest recommendations, 
and his skill set is uniquely 
qualified for the challenges of 
a church plant like this. We 

David Martinez, director 
of Mission Development 
at Castle Rock Adventist 
Hospital, leads a prayer 
with some of the lay 
leaders committed 
to launching a new 
Adventist church in 
Castle Rock.

are so thankful to have him 
and his family join our Rocky 
Mountain team.”

Todd Folkenberg, CEO 
of Castle Rock Adventist 
Hospital, says, “We are just 
glad to be a part of what God 
is doing in our community. 
This is bigger than any one 
person or group; it’s obvious 
to all involved that God has 
ordained this new congrega-
tion. It’s a perfect extension 
of our stated mission of 
extending the healing ministry 
of Christ.”

All are invited to attend 
the Castle Rock Seventh-day 
Adventist Church’s grand 
opening celebration on 
April 8. Details are available 
on the church website at 
CastleRockAdventist.church.

This article was submitted 
by Stephen King, senior vice 
president for Rocky Mountain 
Adventist Health/Centura 
Health, where he serves the five 
Adventist hospital campuses 
in Colorado. It was written by 
Mark Bond.

Godfrey Miranda
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NON-DISCRIMINATION POLICY
All schools operated by the Seventh-day Adventist Church admit students of any race to all the privileges, 
programs and activities generally accorded or made available to students at its schools, and makes 
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extracurricular programs.*

MID-AMERICA UNION
Union College
3800 South 48th Street, 
Lincoln NE 68506
402-486-2600 I www.ucollege.edu

CENTRAL STATES CONFERENCE
St. Louis Unified School of 
Seventh-day Adventists
9001 Lucas and Hunt Road, 
St. Louis MO 63136
314-869-7800 I stlunified.org

V. Lindsay Seventh-day 
Adventist School
3310 Garfield Avenue, Kansas City 
KS 66104 I 913-342-4435
Vlindsay22.adventistschoolconnect.org

DAKOTA CONFERENCE
Dakota Adventist Academy
15905 Sheyenne Circle, Bismarck 
ND 58503 I 701-258-9000
dakotaadventistacademy.org

Brentwood Adventist Christian 
School
9111 Wentworth Drive, Bismarck 
ND 58503 I 701-258-1579
brentwoodsda@gmail.com

Dickinson Adventist Christian 
Elementary School
22 8th Street E Dickinson ND 
58601 I 701-783-2050
dickinsonadventistelementary22.
adventistschoolconnect.org

Hillcrest Adventist Elementary 
School
116 15th Avenue NE, Jamestown 
ND 58401 I 701-252-5409
hillcrestnd.org

Prairie Voyager Adventist 
School
3610 Cherry Street, 
Grand Forks ND 58201
701-746-9644 I prairievoyager.com

Rapid City Adventist 
Elementary School
305 North 39th Street, Rapid 
City SD 57702 I 605-343-2785 
rapid22adventistschoolconnect.org

Red River Adventist Elementary 
School
3000 Elm Street N, Fargo 
ND 58102 I 701-235-0128 I 
redriveradventistelementary22.
adventistschoolconnect.org

Sioux Falls Adventist 
Elementary School
7100 East 26th Street, Sioux 
Falls SD 57110 I 605-333-0197 
siouxfallsadventistelementary22.
adventistschoolconnect.org

IOWA-MISSOURI CONFERENCE
Sunnydale Adventist Academy
6818 Audrain Road 9139, 
Centralia MO 65240
573-682-2164 I info@sunnydale.org

Aspenwood Christian School
3636 Aspenwood Street, 
Sioux City IA 51104 I 712-224-2575
aspenwoodchristianschool@gmail.com

J.N. Andrews Christian Academy
2773 Edgewood Road, 
Cedar Rapids IA 52411
319-393-1664 I andrewsca.org

College Park Christian Academy
1114 College Park Drive, 
Columbia MO 65203
573-445-6315 I colsda@gmail.com

Des Moines Adventist Jr. 
Academy
2317 Watrous Avenue, Des Moines 
IA 50321 I 515-285-7729
dmadventistschool@gmail.com

Golden Valley SDA School
2000 Community, Clinton MO 
64735-8802 I 660-492-5559 
gvsdaschool.org

Hillcrest Seventh-day Adventist 
School
9777 Grandview Drive, 
Olivette MO  63132-2006
314-993-1807 I hillcrestsdaschool.org

Maranatha Adventist School
1400 East McKinsey, Moberly 
MO 65270 I 660-263-8600 
maranathaadventist@att.net

Nevada Adventist Elementary 
School
224 South 6th Street, Nevada IA 
50201 I 515-215-1092

Sedalia Adventist Elementary 
School
29531 Highway 50, Sedalia 
MO 65301 I 660-826-8951 
sedaliasdachurchschool.org

Springfield Adventist 
Elementary School
704 South Belview, Springfield MO 
65802 I 417-862-0833
springfieldsdaschool.org

Summit View Adventist 
Elementary School
12503 South State Route 7, 
Lee’s Summit MO 64086
816-697-3443 I  SVAS7day@live.com

Sunnydale Adventist 
Elementary School
6979 Audrain Road 9139, Centralia 
MO 65240 I 573-682-2811

Westwood Adventist Junior 
Academy
16800 Baxter Road, Chesterfield 
MO 63005 I 636-519-8222

KANSAS-NEBRASKA CONFERENCE
College View Academy
5240 Calvert Street, Lincoln NE 
68506 I 402-483-1181 I cvak12.org

Midland Adventist Academy
6915 Maurer Road, 
Shawnee KS 66217
913-268-7400 I midlandacademy.org

Enterprise Seventh-day 
Adventist Elementary School
109 West 6th Street, Enterprise KS 
67441 I 785-200-6224
enterprise23.adventistschoolconnect.org

George Stone Adventist School
3800 South 48th Street, 
Lincoln NE 68506 I 402-486-2896
george23.adventistschoolconnect.org

Great Bend Seventh-day 
Adventist School
7 SW 30th Avenue, Great Bend KS 
67530 I 620-793-9247
greatbend22.adentistschoolconect.org

High Plains Christian School
2710 N Flemming Street, Garden 
City KS 67846 I 620-275-9356
high23.adventistschoolconnect.org

Maranatha Christian School
1410 Toulon Road, 
Hays KS 67601 I 785-625-3975
maranatha-christian-school.org

Omaha Memorial Adventist 
School
840 North 72nd Street, Omaha NE 
68114 I 402-397-4642
omahamemorialadventistschool.org

Platte Valley Elementary 
Seventh-day Adventist School
636 South Shady Bend Road, 
Grand Island NE 68801
308-384-1480 I pvelementary.com

Prairie View Adventist School
5802 Highway 20, 
Chadron NE 69337 I 308-432-4228
prairieviewadventistschool.org

Three Angels Seventh-day 
Adventist School
4558 North Hydraulic, 
Wichita KS  67219
316-832-1010 I threeangelsschool.org

Topeka Adventist Christian 
School
2431 SW Wanamaker Road, 
Topeka KS 66614 I 785-272-9474
topeka22.adventistschoolconnect.org

Valley View Adventist School
415 West 31st Street, Scottsbluff 
NE 69361-4319 I 308-632-8804
valleyview25.adventistschoolconnect.org

Wichita Adventist Christian 
Academy
2725 South Osage Street, 
Wichita KS 67217 I 316-267-9472

angf96.adventistschoolconnect.org

MINNESOTA CONFERENCE
Maplewood Academy
700 Main Street North, Hutchinson 
MN 55350-1245 I 320-587-2830 
maplewoodacademy.org
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Anoka Adventist Christian 
School
1035 Lincoln Street, 
Anoka MN 5530-1805
763-421-6710 I anokaacs@yahoo.com

Blackberry SDA School
25321 Dove Lane, Grand Rapids 
MN 55744-6200 I 218-326-2263

Capital City Adventist Christian 
School
1220 South McKnight Road, 
St. Paul MN 55119-5923
651-739-7484

Detroit Lakes Adventist 
Christian School
404 Richwood Road, 
Detroit Lakes MN 56501-2123
218-846-9764 I dlacs@tekstar.com

Maranatha Adventist Christian 
School
414 3rd Avenue SW, Dodge Center 
MN 55927-9172 I 507-374-6353
angi65.adventistschoolconnect.org

Minnetonka Christian Academy
3520 Williston Road, Minnetonka 
MN 55345-1516 I 952-935-4497 
info@minnetonkachristian.com

Northwoods Elementary 
School
95 Academy Lane NW, Hutchinson 
MN 55350-1103 I 320-234-5994
nwschool@hutchtel.net

Oak Street Christian School
2910 Oak Street, Brainerd MN 
56401-3803 I 218-828-9660 
oakstreetchristian@live.com

Southview Christian School
15304 County Road 5, Burnsville 
MN 55306-5322 I 952-898-2727
southviewoffice@gmail.com

Stone Ridge Christian School
115 East Orange Street, Duluth MN 
55811-5507 I 218-722-7535 
stoneridgesda@gmail.com

ROCKY MOUNTAIN CONFERENCE
Campion Academy
300 SW 42nd Street, 
Loveland CO 80537
970-667-5592 I info@campion.net

Mile High Adventist Academy
1733 Dad Clark Drive, Highlands 
Ranch CO 80126 I 303-744-1069
info@milehighacademy.org

Adventist Christian School
612 23rd Avenue, 
Greeley CO 80634 I 970-353-2770

Brighton Adventist Academy
820 South 5th Avenue, 
Brighton CO 80601
303-659-1223 I info@baaconnect.org

Columbine Christian School
1775 Florida Road, Durango CO 
81301 I 970-259-1189 
columbinechristian.com

Columbine Christian School
2314 Blake Avenue, Glenwood 
Springs CO 81601 I 970-945-763

Cortez Seventh-day Adventist 
School
540 West 4th Street, 
Cortez CO 83121 I 970-565-8257
cortezadventistschool@hotmail.com

Daystar Christian School
3912 O’Neal Avenue, 
Pueblo CO 81005 I 719-561-9120

Delta Seventh-day Adventist 
School
762 Meeker Street, 
Delta CO 81416 I 970-874-9482

Discover Christian School
5509 Sagebrush Drive, Farmington 
NM 87402 I 505-325-5875
discoverchristianschool@gmail.com

Four-Mile Adventist School
3180 East Main Street, Canon City 
CO 81212 I 719-275-6111

H.M.S. Richards Seventh-day 
Adventist School
342 SW 42nd Street, Loveland CO 
80537 I 970-667-2427
hmsrichardselementary@gmail.com

Intermountain Adventist 
Academy
1704 North 8th Street, 
Grand Junction CO 81501
970-242-5116 I iaagj.com

Lighthouse SDA Christian 
School
700 Meeker Street, Fort Morgan 
CO 80701 I 970-867-8840

Mason Christian Academy
723 Storey Blvd., Cheyenne WY 
82009 I 307-638-2457
learning@cheyenneadventistschool.org

Mile High Elementary School
1733 Dad Clark Drive, Highlands 
Ranch CO 80126 I 303-744-1069
info@milehighacademy.org

Mountain Road Christian 
Academy
2657 Casper Mountain Road, 
Casper WY 82601 I 307-235-2859

N.L. Beebe Seventh-day 
Adventist School
502 E. Pitkin Street, Fort Collins 
CO 80524 I 970-482-4409

Springs Adventist Academy
5410 East Palmer Park Blvd., 
Colorado Springs CO 80915
719-597-0155 I saak8.org

Sunshine Elementary School
313 Craft Street, Alamosa CO 
81101 I 719-589-2557
sunshinechristianschool@gmail.com

Vista Ridge Academy
3100 Ridge View Drive, Erie CO 
80516 I 303-828-4944 
vraoffice@vrak12.org

Worland Seventh-day Adventist 
School
660 South 17th Street, 
Worland WY 82401
307-347-2026 I wacs1@live.com

*Published annually in 
compliance with NAD policy

COLOR KEY
Information gathered from the 
2016-2017 Education Directory.

For preschool and kindergarten 
options please contact the school.

GRADES 1-8

GRADES 9-12
GRADES 1-12
GRADES 1-10
GRADES 1-9
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Bandelin, Sandy, b. Aug. 
13, 1951. d. May 24, 2016 in 
Englewood, CO. Member 
of Denver South Church. 
Survived by husband of 47 
years; daughter Caribess; 
sons Charles Jr. and 
Chadwick; 9 grandchildren; 1 
great-grandchild.

Boerschig, Nelson L. 
(Shorty) Sr., b. Feb. 21, 
1932 in Buffalo, NY. d. 
Jan. 11, 2017 in Alliance, 
NE. Member of Alliance 
Church. Preceded in death 
by wife Madeline. Survivors 
include children Lavell, 
Andy, Nelson, Leo, Junior, 
Frank, Mike, Janice, John, 
Theresa, Lydia and Lori; 19 
grandchildren; numerous 
great-grandchildren. Veteran 
of Korean War. 

Bousa, Danial W., b. Dec. 
29, 1952 in Deadwood, SD. 
d. Jan. 31, 2017 in Rapid 
City, SD. Member of Buffalo 
Church. Survivors include 
sister Connie; brothers 
Delbert, Darrell and Charles.

Bousa, Doris Jean Bestel, 
b. Dec. 21, 1928. d. April 
11, 2016 in Spearfish, 
SD. Preceded in death by 
husbands Henry Bousa and 
Danny Bestel; twin sister 
Janet Porter; 2 grandchildren. 
Survived by daughter Connie; 
sons Delbert, Darrell, Danial 
(now deceased) and Charles; 
sisters June Duvall and Janice 
Myers; 7 grandchildren; 
8 great-grandchildren; 4 
great-great-grandchildren.

Cunningham, Esther H., b. 
Dec. 16, 1926 in St. Louis, 
MO. d. Nov. 15, 2016 in 
Lincoln, NE. Member of 
College View Church and 
previous member of St. 
Louis Central Church for 50 
years. Preceded in death by 
husband E. Reece. Survivors 
include daughters Denise 
White, Nancy Hein and 
Jamie Krein; granddaughter 
Amanda Krein.

Flemmer, Raymond, b. Nov. 
25, 1925 in Lehr, ND. d. 
Dec. 2, 2016 in Loma Linda, 
CA. Member of Azure Hills 
Church. Preceded in death 
by wife Viola; son Stephen; 
sisters Lillian Hauck and 
Ruby Gruszie. Survived by 
brother Leo; sisters Erna 
Hauck, Ida Lehman, Mabel 
Werner and Alta Krause; 
daughter Lynette Rivinius; 
son Douglas; 2 grandsons; 3 
great-grandchildren.

Flemmer, Viola (Kungel), 
b. Dec. 14, 1928 in Kulm, 
ND. d. Oct. 6, 2015 in Loma 
Linda, CA. Member of Azure 
Hills Church. Preceded 
in death by son Stephen; 
siblings Adam, Richard, 
Edwin, Elsie, Emma, Ida and 
Molly. Survived by husband 
of 67 years Raymond (now 
deceased); sister Lualla 
Wolfe; daughter Lynette 
Rivinius; son Douglas 
Flemmer; 2 grandsons; 3 
great-grandchildren.

Harleman, Dorothy E., b. 
Oct. 12, 1923 in Florence, 
MO. d. Jan. 28, 2017 in 
Sedalia, MO. Member of 
Sedalia Church. Preceded in 
death by husband Arthur; 5 
siblings. Survivors include 
daughters Peggi Sargent and 
Holly Martin; son Roy; 4 
siblings; 7 grandchildren; 18 
great-grandchildren.

Hernandez-Brito, Eleuterio, 
b. Feb. 20, 1933. d. Oct. 29, 
2016. Member of St. Louis 
Korean Church. Survivors 
include son Elijah.

Herrera, Antonio S. 
(Tony), b. April 26, 1927 in 
Robstown, TX. d. Jan. 29, 
2017 in Lincoln, NE. Member 
of Capitol View Church. 
Preceded in death by wife 
Vera Guzman; daughter 
Rosemary Carmel; brothers 
Francisco and John Herrera; 
sister Loretta Hernandez. 
Survived by children Alfred, 
Antonio, Frank, Manuel, 
James, Edward, Charles, 

Richard and Josie Escamilla; 
siblings Ruth Guerra, 
Josephine, Ramona Requejo, 
Abriesto, Pedro, Augustine, 
Miregildo, Joe, Monica, 
Esther Sturdivant and 
Arverilio; 21 grandchildren; 
38 great-grandchildren; 4 
great-great-grandchildren.

Johnson, Bonnie J., b. March 
17, 1930 in Manhattan, KS. 
d. Jan. 1, 2017 in Edina, MN. 
Member of Minnetonka 
Church. Preceded in death 
by husband Glenn. Survivors 
include daughters Sherri 
Chaffee and Beverley 
Johnson Wong; son 
Gerry; 6 grandchildren; 2 
great-grandchildren.

Johnson, Carol, b. Feb. 16, 
1938 in Sioux Rapids, IA. d. 
Jan. 27, 2017 in Sioux Falls, 
SD. Member of Spencer 
Church. Preceded in death 
by son Brent; 4 siblings. 
Survivors include husband 
Valoris; daughter Julie 
Humphrey; son Norvin; 1 
brother; 2 grandchildren; 4 
step-grandchildren.

Konrad, Ken, b. March 
2, 1931. d. Sept. 16, 2016. 
Member of Campion 
Church. Preceded in death 
by sister Ila Lee Swanburg. 
Survivors include wife 
Barbara; daughters Shelley 
Walter and Sherry Lundy; 3 
grandchildren.

Lawler, Margaret 
(Bradbury), b. Jan. 18, 1923 
in Nottingham, England. 
d. Jan. 15, 2017 in Boise, 
ID. Member of Mandan 
Church. Preceded in death 
by husband Murray; brother 
Douglas; sister Doris. 
Survivors include children 
Jerome, Ralph, Kay Jean 
Yochim, Frank, Frances 
Rogien, James, Alan, Helen 
Timothy and William; 
24 grandchildren; many 
great-grandchildren; some 
great-great-grandchildren.

Martin, Rosilee, b. May 
26, 1929. d. Jan. 28, 2017. 
Member of Three Angels 
Church in St. Joseph, MO.

Moranville, Frances P., b. 
June 18, 1919 on a farm near 
Lamar, NE. d. Nov. 25, 2016 
in Imperial, NE. Member of 
Rocky Mountain Conference 
Church. Preceded in death 
by daughter Roselee Banks; 
husband Charles; sisters 
Loueva Makinster, Fern 
Matthews and Dortha Lyons; 
brothers Joe and Benny 
Martin. Survived by brother 
Ernest Martin Jr.; daughter 
Karen Teply; 3 grandchildren; 
7 great-grandchildren.

Oliver, Dorothy, b. July 
28, 1928. d. Sept. 6, 2016. 
Member of Lee’s Summit 
Church. Survivors include 
sons Terry and Kenneth; 
5 grandchildren; 11 
great-grandchildren.

Olson, Harold G., b. June 23, 
1930 in Wyacnonda, MO. d. 
Dec. 30, 2016 in Loveland, 
CO. Member of Campion 
Church.

Pulliam, Peggy L., b. Nov. 
13, 1929 in Cushing, OK. 
d. Jan. 9, 2017 in Grant, 
NE. Member of Ogallala 
Church. Preceded in death by 
daughter Marklyn; husbands 
James, Charles and Cletus; 
siblings Carmaleta, Floyd, 
Kenneth, Douglas and 
Maxiel. Survivors include 
children Gregory and 
Brenda; sister Roseztta; 7 
grandchildren.

Correction: Shepard, L. 
Calvin, b. Oct. 23, 1923. 
d. Dec. 20, 2016. Member 
of Lincoln Piedmont Park 
Church. Preceded in death by 
wife Betty; daughter Karen 
McCabe; granddaughter 
Dau’n McCabe. Survived 
by children Diane Shepard-
Salazar, Lori Shepard-Macke, 
and Steven; 6 grandchildren; 
9 great-grandchildren.
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To submit an obituary 
visit outlookmag.
org/contact or email 
Brennan Hallock at
brennan@outlookmag.
org. Questions? 
402.484.3028.

For the Lord himself shall 
descend from heaven with 
a shout, with the voice of 
the archangel, and with the 
trump of God: and the dead 
in Christ shall rise first.
1 Thessalonians 4:16

Sutton, Harry E., b. July 13, 
1945 in Alliance, NE. d. Sept. 
30, 2016 in Oshkosh, NE. 
Member of Alliance Church. 
Survivors include wife 
Bonnie; children Cory Stitt, 
Hollie Benelman, Casey and 
Carrie; 2 sisters.

Thorne, Michael L., b. Feb. 
20, 1967 in Indiana. d. Sept. 
2, 2016 in Poplar Bluff, MO. 
Member of Poplar Bluff 
Church.

Tucker, Christina, b. Dec. 
17, 1968. d. Jan. 15, 2017. 
Member of Sullivan Church. 
Survivors include husband 
Daniel; daughter Anne-
Marie; son Jacob; 2 siblings.

Trujillo, George, b. Feb 
22, 1923. passed away Dec. 
15, 2015 in Lincoln, NE. 
Member of Lincoln Hispanic 
Church. Preceded in death 
by daughter Sylvia. Survived 
by wife Trinnie; sons Rick 
and Jake; daughter Lucy 
Cisneros; 4 grandchildren; 2 
great-grandchildren.

Trujillo, Trinnie, b. Aug. 
10, 1932. d. Feb. 25, 2016. 
Preceded in death by 
daughter Sylvia; husband 
George. Member of 
Lincoln Hispanic Church.  
Survived by sons Rick 
and Jake; daughter Lucy 
Cisneros; 4 grandchildren; 2 
great-grandchildren.

Vigil, Rose M., b. Dec. 
22, 1941. d. Jan. 18, 2017. 
Member of Pueblo First 
Church (CO).

Weber, Leland K., b. Feb. 
23, 1943 in Nevada, MO. 
d. Apr. 12, 2015 in Nevada, 
MO. Member of Nevada 
Church. Preceded in death by 
6 siblings. Survivors include 
wife Sherry; daughter Sierra 
Bishop; son Noah; 2 siblings; 
3 grandchildren. Served in 
Missouri National Guard.

Wells, Paula D., b. June 
7, 1942. d. Jan. 24, 2017. 
Member of Great Bend 
Church (KS).

Wheeler, Glenn H., b. July 
24, 1931 in Crawford, NE. d. 
Oct. 19, 2016 in Crawford, 
NE. Preceded in death by 
first wife Beverly Thompson; 
second wife Virginia; 
brothers Keith and Gaylord. 
Survived by brother Karl; 
sisters Merilyn Rainbolt 
and Mary Alice Goree; 
son Gregory; daughters 
Debra Chadbourne, Desiree 
Wheeler-Hissong, Rochelle 
Lain and Marcella Myers; 
10 grandchildren; 3 great-
grandchildren. Served in 
Germany during Korean War. 

Winkelman, Barbara L., 
b. Aug. 4, 1943 in St. Louis, 
MO. d. Dec. 24, 2016 in 
Fredericktown, MO. Member 
of Fredericktown Church. 
Survivors include husband 
John; son Jeff ByWater; 
stepsons Johnny, Daniel, 
Robert and Christopher; 5 
siblings; 3 grandchildren; 
1 great-grandchild; 5 
step-grandchildren; 1 
step-great-grandchild.

Yurth, C. Glenn, b. May 24, 
1935 in Fort Madison, IA. 
d. Nov. 21, 2016 in Lincoln, 
NE. Survived by wife Shirley; 
daughter Glenda Pogue; son 
Byron; 5 grandchildren; 3 
great-grandchildren. Member 
of College View Church.

COLORADO Apr 7 Apr 14 Apr 21 Apr 28  
Denver 7:30 7:37 7:44 7:51 
Grand Junction 7:44 7:51 7:58 8:05 
Pueblo 7:28 7:34 7:41 7:47 

IOWA     
Davenport 7:35 7:42 7:50 7:57 
Des Moines 7:47 7:54 8:02 8:10 
Sioux City 7:59 8:07 8:15 8:22 

KANSAS     
Dodge City 8:09 8:15 8:22 8:28 
Goodland 7:17 7:24 7:31 7:38 
Topeka 7:53 7:59 8:06 8:13 

MINNESOTA     
Duluth 7:46 7:56 8:05 8:15 
International Falls 7:54 8:04 8:14 8:25 
Minneapolis 7:49 7:58 8:06 8:15 

MISSOURI     
Columbia 7:39 7:45 7:52 7:59 
Kansas City 7:48 7:55 8:02 8:08 
St. Louis 7:30 7:37 7:44 7:50 

NEBRASKA     
Lincoln 7:58 8:05 8:13 8:20 
North Platte 8:15 8:22 8:30 8:37 
Scottsbluff 7:27 7:35 7:43 7:50 

NORTH DAKOTA     
Bismarck 8:21 8:31 8:40 8:50 
Fargo 8:05 8:15 8:24 8:34 
Williston 8:34 8:44 8:54 9:04 

SOUTH DAKOTA     
Pierre 8:16 8:25 8:34 8:42 
Rapid City 7:28 7:36 7:45 7:53 
Sioux Falls 7:01 7:09 7:18 7:26 

WYOMING     
Casper 7:39 7:47 7:55 8:03 
Cheyenne 7:31 7:38 7:46 7:53 
Sheridan 7:43 7:52 8:01 8:10 
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SERVICES
Move with an award-
winning agency. Apex 
Moving & Storage partners 
with the General Conference 
to provide quality moves 
at a discounted rate. Call 
us for all your relocations 
needs! Adventist beliefs 
uncompromised. Contact 
Marcy Danté at 800.766.1902 
for a free estimate. Visit us 
at www.apexmoving.com/
Adventist.

WEB DESIGN! Skyrocket 
your business with an 
exceptional & beautiful 
modern website. Our 
Adventist Oregon-based 
agency specializes in giving 
you instant credibility 
using our strong internet 
marketing background, 
conversion-friendly and 
branding-thoughtful design 
skills. View our work at 
DiscoverPeppermint.com. 
Serving clients worldwide. 
Call Kama directly at: 
541.903.1180 (Pacific time).

Remnant Publications has 
the perfect Study Bible 
which will enhance personal 
devotions for both adults 
and children. We can also 
provide you with sharing 
books, pocketbooks and 
DVDs to help you reach your 
community with the gospel. 
Visit your ABC or www.
remnantpublications.com or 
call 1.800.423.1319 for a free 
catalog.

The Clergy Move Center 
at Stevens Worldwide Van 
Lines is the way to move 
from one state to another! 
With special pricing for 
all Adventist families, and 
recommended by the General 
Conference for over 15 years, 
quality is inherent. Contact 
a Move Counselor for an 

estimate: 800.248.8313, sda@
stevensworldwide.com, www.
stevensworldwide.com/sda.

Summit Ridge Retirement 
Village is an Adventist 
community in a rural 
Oklahoma setting but 
close to Oklahoma City 
medical facilities and 
shopping. Made up of 
mostly individual homes, 
the village has a fellowship 
you’ll enjoy. On-site church, 
independent living, nursing 
home and transportation as 
needed. Call Bill Norman 
405.208.1289.

ADVENTIST BOOKS 
Whether you’re looking for 
new titles or reprints from 
our pioneers, visit www.
TEACHServices.com or ask 
your ABC for our titles.
For USED Adventist books 
visit www.LNFBooks.com.
AUTHORS: Interested in 
having your book published? 
Call 800-367-1844 for free 
evaluations.

Wellness Secrets’ five-day 
health retreat could be the 
most affordable, beneficial 
and spiritual vacation you've 
ever experienced! Get help 
for hypertension, high 
cholesterol, arthritis, cancer, 
obesity, depression, stress, 
smoking, and other ailments 
in beautiful NW Arkansas. 
Visit us at WellnessSecrets4u.
com or call 479.752.8555.

The Wildwood Lifestyle 
Center can help you naturally 
treat and reverse diseases such 
as diabetes, heart disease, 
hypertension, obesity, arthritis, 
osteoporosis, fibromyalgia, 
lupus, multiple sclerosis, 
chronic fatigue, cancer, 
substance abuse, stress, anxiety, 
depression and many more. 
Invest in your health and 
call 1.800.634.9355 for more 
information or visit www.
wildwoodhealth.org/lifestyle.

Want to reach others for 
Christ? Consider attending 
Black Hills School of Massage 
to become a licensed therapist 
in less than six months. Touch 
lives with a career that can 
support your ministry for 

Christ and others. MBLEX 
eligible program starts May 
29, 2017. Call 605.255.4101 
for more details.

Black Hills Lifestyle 
Medicine Center invites you 
to experience health recovery 
and rest surrounded by the 
quiet, serene beauty of the 
Black Hills of South Dakota. 
Call 605.255.4101 to get 
started and visit www.bhlmc.
org for further information.

EMPLOYMENT

Southwestern Adventist 
University seeks a director 
of academic support and 
advising. Master’s degree 
in higher education, 
developmental learning 
or related field required; 
doctoral degree preferred.  
Must have higher education 
experience.  Send CV and 
cover letter to Dr. Amy 
Rosenthal (arosenthal@swau.
edu).

Camp Yavapines is seeking 
a Food Service Manager for 
their year-round facility in 
beautiful Prescott, Arizona. 
The ideal candidate will have 
culinary skills, be organized, be 
highly motivated, be a proven 
leader, have customer service 
skills and be able to provide 
a pleasing vegetarian dining 
experience.
This is a full time hourly 
position with benefits 
and housing, and is open 
immediately. For more 
information, please contact 
Pastor Wendy Eberhardt, 
Camp Director.  Phone: 
480.996.6777 ext. 149 email: 
weberhardt@azconference.org.

Weimar Institute is seeking 
master’s prepared nurses for 
the 2017-2018 school year 
to teach psychiatric/mental 
health nursing, mother and 
infant nursing, pediatric 
nursing, community nursing, 
and medical-surgical nursing. 
Also need BS prepared nurses 
in adjunct positions to teach 
clinicals in all of these areas. 
Resumes to winursing@
weimar.edu.

Southern Adventist 
University seeks part-time 
professor of history and 
political studies to teach 
American history and courses 
in Atlantic history, African 
history; and African-American 
or Latin American pop culture; 
expertise in one cultural area 
is a must.  PhD in History 
preferred.  Submit letter, 
curriculum vitae, teaching 
philosophy, & references: Kris 
Erskine, kerskine@southern.
edu.

Union College seeks an 
Art and Graphic Design 
professor, beginning June 
2017. Master’s degree in art or 
graphic design required; MFA 
preferred. Responsibilities 
include teaching art and 
graphic design courses, 
academic advising, recruiting, 
and program development. 
Further information, www.
ucollege.edu/faculty-openings. 
Submit C.V. to Bruce Forbes, 
Fine Arts Division Chair, at 
b2forbes@ucollege.edu.

Union College seeks 
committed Adventist to 
direct its NCATE (CAEP) 
accredited Education program 
and Chair the Division of 
Human Development, effective 
June 2017. Doctorate and 
experience in K-12 church 
schools essential. Further 
information, www.ucollege.
edu/faculty-openings. Apply 
and submit C.V. to Dr. Frankie 
Rose, Academic Dean, at 
frankie.rose@ucollege.edu.

Walla Walla University 
is hiring! To see the list of 
available positions, go to jobs.
wallawalla.edu.

The General Conference 
of SDAs Office of General 
Counsel is seeking a law 
student for an 8-10 week 
summer clerkship.  This 
position is not a full-time, 
hire-track position and is 
best suited for 1Ls. Duties 
include legal research and 
other projects. Emphasis is 
on religious liberty and First 
Amendment work. Must 
be SDA church member.  
Interview and/or relocation 

To submit an advertisement, 
visit outlookmag.
org/contact or email 
advertising@outlookmag.
org. Questions? Call 
Brennan Hallock at 
402.484.3028.
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Amharic  .  .  .  . (712) 432-9970

Arabic  .  .  .  .  .  . (712) 432-9979

Hindi  .  .  .  .  .  .  . (712) 432-9976

French  .  .  .  .  . (712) 432-9978

Korean  .  .  .  .  . (712) 432-9974

Mandarin .  .  . (605) 475-1798

Maasai  .  .  .  .  . (712) 432-9971

Punjabi  .  .  .  .  .  .(712) 432-7731

Spanish  .  .  .  . (712) 432-9977

Swahili  .  .  .  .  . (712) 432-9972

Tagalog  .  .  .  . (712) 432-9975

Vietnamese . (712) 432-9973

US/Canada

CallTOListen
Access our most popular 

languages by phone.

See more countries & numbers at 
awr.org/call-to-listen

Listen online to 100+ languages at 
awr.org/listen

expenses will be applicant’s 
responsibility. Send resume, 
writing sample, and 
transcript to Jennifer Woods 
at WoodsJ@gc.adventist.org.

EVENTS
Maranatha Mission in the 
U.S. Get involved with a 
Maranatha mission project in 
Grand Junction, CO and stay
to experience outdoor 
adventures on the western 
slope of the Rockies. Help
is needed to build a new 
church, an elementary school 
(K-8) and a childcare
center (6 weeks-Pre-K) in 
Grand Junction. The first 
of three separate two-week 
building sessions will begin 
April 30. Sign-up for this
opportunity to do mission 
work without leaving the 
U.S. at maranatha.org/volunteer-
opportunities/.

SHINE – Igniting the 
Fire of Evangelism in 
Our Children! SHINE is 
a family campmeeting and 
youth-presented evangelistic 

series combined in one life-
changing week. Activities 
include parenting seminars, 
creative family worship 
workshops, recreation, and 
evangelism training. June 25-
July 1 at Fletcher Academy, 
Fletcher, NC. Learn more, 
register at www.ShineKids.
net.

TRAVEL/RENTALS
Steamboat Springs, CO: 
Exhilarating year-round 
vacation spot. World-class 
skiing, summer fishing, 
hiking, mountain biking, 
backpacking, rafting. Kids 
under 12 ski free. Large 
condo, sleeps 9-11. Two 
bedroom loft/two bath. Fully 
furnished, fireplace, hot tubs, 
pool. Call 612.760.7161. 
Email: rdleach@aol.com.

NOTICES
Mission Opportunity! Visit 
www.acichild.com or contact 
Charlene at rdbinder42@gmail.
com.
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Lincoln, NE
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Degrees Offered

Distinctively Seventh-day Adventist   
                Higher Education Experience

Become a
     Registered Nurse

Limited Spaces - Apply Today

Coming Fall 2017
 • Psychology, BA*
   •  Bachelor of Business
        Administration (BBA)*

• Pre-Med, Pre-Physical Therapy, Pre-Dentistry
    • Religion, BA
        • Natural Sciences, BS 
           • Education, BA
              • Nursing, AS
                 • General Studies, BA/BS
                    • HEALTH Certification
     • Medical Assistant Program

✓ RN Associate Degree Program
✓ State of California Approved
✓ Nursing School integrated with
    Medical Missionary Work

Call Us Today (530) 422-7923
or e-mail admissions@weimar.eduwww.weimar.edu

Top higher education college in solving
real world complex problems. (NSSE)
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