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There are so many exciting stories to 
share this month of how Mid-America 
Adventists are reaching out to friends 
and strangers alike and, in a kind 
and sincere manner, sharing the life-
changing love of Jesus Christ our Savior.

Individuals (p. 11), small groups (p. 8) 
and entire churches (p. 6) are meeting 
people where they are, genuinely caring 
for them, and faithfully discipling them 
as they continue to learn and grow. 

Making friends is indeed the new face 
of evangelism—and yet not new at 
all. But the wonderful beauty of these 
spiritual friendships is that, because of 
Jesus, they will continue through the 
struggles of separation and the pain of 
death and will last throughout eternity 
in the new earth.

BRENDA DICKERSON 
editor

FRIENDS FOREVER BECAUSE OF JESUS

ON THE COVER
Princess Jones says she feels like a big 
weight has been lifted from her since she 
found a church family. 

More on p. 6.
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PERSPECTIVES

W hy would I care about 
Adventist history?” The 

question came from a bright, 
young Scandinavian active in 
youth ministry. It was asked in 
response to a suggestion I made 
during a focus group concerning 
measures that might be taken to 
help retain more of our young 
adults. His question and tone 
of voice were totally dismissive. 
It was clear that he and his age 
mates considered my suggestion 
utterly irrelevant.

I share this episode not 
to impugn him in any way. I 
share it to demonstrate the 
gap between where we are and 
where we need to be concern-
ing Adventist identity. In the 
seminary, evangelism is repeat-
edly described as “meeting felt 
needs.” That’s the dilemma. 
On one hand, I believe young 
adults (and others) in the church 
have a great need for a sense 
of Adventist identity. On the 
other—for various reasons—
many are, by and large, unaware 
of that need.

Three great questions

The question of identity is one 
of the “three great questions” 
in life. Who am I? Why am I 
here? Where am I going? As a 
shortcut, I refer to these three 
great questions as identity, history 
and destiny. As it turns out, the 
three are interrelated. We cannot 
really know who we are unless 
we understand why we’re here, 
and where we are going.

Let’s examine how this works. 
The following two paradigms are 
not intended to be exhaustive or 

definitive, just examples of how 
the answers to the three great 
questions interact.

In the first case, let’s answer 
the history question (Why am 
I here?) this way: You are the 
product of a series of fortuitous 
random events, beginning with 
single celled organisms, and 
evolving, with the aid of natural 
selection, to your current status.

Now let us answer the destiny 
question (Where am I going?) 
this way: You are going to die. 
Your body will break down 
into its elementary molecules, 
becoming part of the cycle of 
life. Eventually, all the stars will 
burn out and all life will become 
extinct in the uniform frigid 
temperature of the universe.

Based on these answers, how 
would you answer the question 
of identity? 

In our second example, 
we will answer the questions 
differently. For the question of 
history, we will say: You are here 
because God created the world, 
including all life, and specifically 
including you. We answer the 
question of destiny this way: 
God eventually will create a new 
heaven and the new earth. You 
can choose to trust in God, and 
inherit that new heaven and new 
earth—or not.

Once again, I leave the formu-
lation of identity to you. It doesn’t 
matter whether you agree with 
the two examples or if you 
would suggest other alternatives. 
The point I’m making is simply 
that the answer to the question 
of identity depends upon, and is 
interrelated with, the answers to 

Don’t Know Much About History
the other questions. Identity in 
the first case is radically different 
from identity in the second case. 
That’s why we need to know our 
history.

Finding our focus

In my experience, talking 
to Adventists of all ages, I find 
again and again that distortion 
of our identity—and indeed 
much of the current polarization 
of the church—derives from 
differences in understanding or 
misinformation concerning our 
history, both as Christians and as 
Adventists.

I find it the height of irony 
that we, whose answers to the 
questions of history and destiny 
are part of our name, should 
have such difficulty with the 
question of identity. “Seventh-
day,” clearly points back (history) 
to the seven-day creation 
narrative in Genesis. “Adventist” 
just as obviously points to the 
second advent (destiny). Using 
the model that our identity is 
linked both to the creation and 
to the second coming of Christ, 
we plainly find ourselves as 
children created by God and 
awaiting His return.

Of course, identity is more 
complex than that. But then, so 
are history and destiny. In fact, it 
is in discovering and exploring 
the details of both these entities 
that our identity comes unmis-
takably into focus.

ED DICKERSON
is a lay pastor, church 
planter, writer and 
speaker. He enjoys 
photography, golf, 
music, watching 
football and exegetical 
Bible study. His passion 
is to do everything 
in his power to see 
that, if the Lord 
tarries, there will be 
an Adventist church 
that his children and 
grandchildren want to 
belong to. 

Ed has been blogging 
for OUTLOOK since 
2009.

Read the full article:
bit.ly/adventisthistory
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PERSPECTIVES

I got to know Edna Pohlman 
while I was growing up in the 

Sharon Road Adventist Church 
in Charlotte, North Carolina. 
When I was a young teenager 
she seemed so old to me. Her 
husband had passed away, and 
as a retired missionary she 
loved her church and was very 
involved in it.

Mrs. Pohlman greeted every 
young person at church and 
knew us all by name. She also 
played the organ (very slowly, 
I might add) and was always 
our top Ingathering solicitor. I 
didn’t know much more about 
her then, except that she drove 
an old VW Bug. It didn’t run 
too well and I remember the 
deacons, on more than one 
occasion, pushing it around the 
parking lot to get it started.

Many years later as I was 
talking to a pastor who had 
served at that church, I asked if 
he remembered Mrs. Pohlman. 
He said, “Of course; she was the 
best parishioner I ever had!”

 I told about the stories I 
knew of her, and he began to 
tell me the “rest of the story.” 
He said she constantly visited 

her neighbors and helped them 
however she could. As a result, 
he said she never had less than 
10 individuals she brought to 
the church each year to be bap-
tized. In addition, she also spon-
sored up to five children a year 
to attend our church school.

Suddenly I understood why 
she drove a beat-up Bug—hav-
ing those kids in school was 
a much higher priority to her 
than a new car. I could tell you 
more stories about this incredi-
ble lady, but just know this: She 
was making a huge difference 
in people’s lives in her corner of 
the world.

Heaven in our hearts

 The focus of this month’s 
OUTLOOK is outreach and 
friendship evangelism. While 
this is not a new topic for us as 
a church to focus on, it is, per-
haps, one of the more important 
ones to constantly keep before 
us. In this crazy world in which 
we live, it is our human nature 
to revert back to a myopic view 
of life and see only our own 
needs. Now, there is nothing 
wrong with taking good care of 

ourselves. It is, in fact, job num-
ber one. If we are not taking 
care of ourselves, we have no 
hope of helping others.

Here is where Christ’s own 
example can bless us. My wife, 
Diane, recently shared two 
sentences that have really stuck 
with me. Ellen White wrote, 
“When we love the world as He 
[Jesus] has loved it, then for us 
His mission is accomplished. 
We are fitted for heaven: for we 
have heaven in our hearts” (The 
Desire of Ages, p. 641).

This incredible quote exhorts 
us to “love the world as He has 
loved it.” Just how did Jesus love 
the world? As Phil. 2 points out, 
He “humbled himself ” to the 
“point of death” even “death on 
a cross.” Christ was in heaven, 
saw our helpless state, and made 
the journey to Earth “becoming 
in the form of man,” knowing 
full well His journey would lead 

Loving the World as Jesus Did

GARY THURBER
is president of the 
Mid-America Union.

to Calvary. I heard one preacher 
say, “He entered the very battle 
for our salvation.”

 This is what friendship 
evangelism is all about—enter-
ing the battle for the salvation 
of others. Just know, however, 
this is a costly proposition. To 
really do this, it could change 
your schedule, your plans, your 
financial priorities…even the 
car you drive. Just look at what 
it cost Jesus. But in doing so, 
we will be loving “the world 
as Jesus loved it.” We will have 
“heaven in our hearts.” 

Suddenly I 
understood why 
she drove a 
beat-up Bug
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I
n 2011 Seventh-day 
Adventist pastors of 
the St. Louis metropol-

itan area began meeting 
together on a regular 
basis and soon formed a 
cross-conference ministe-
rial association to collabo-
rate in evangelizing the St. 
Louis Metro area, with a 
population of 2.8 million.

This grass-roots move-
ment became knows as 
AMPS, the association 
of Adventist Ministers 
and Pastors of St. Louis 
(ministers being local lay 
people and pastors those 
who were employed by 
the various conferences). 
Their desire was to bring 
the 14 churches in St. Louis 
together to win the city for 
Christ. 

Collaborative 
relationships

One of the results of 
this collaboration was the 
formation of a special team 
of lay people called the St. 
Louis SDA Lay Ministries 
Committee (SLSLM). The 
goals of SLSLM are based on 
relationship building that 
results in church growth. 
Our mission statement is 
“To emulate Christ’s example 
of spreading the everlasting 
gospel as shown in God’s 
Word, while providing aid, 
education, and assurance to 
the St. Louis Community.” 

This group, which consists 
of lay representatives from 
area churches, has been 
tasked with finding and 
creating mission projects in 
the St. Louis area where all 

Bringing Hope and Healing to Ferguson
The Jericho Project breaks down walls

the Adventists churches can 
work together. We want the 
people of St. Louis to see 
Adventists, of different races 
and ethnicities, working side 
by side to make the commu-
nity a better place.    

Pathway to peace
In August 2014, St. Louis 

found itself thrust into the 
spotlight of racial and cul-
tural tension. The increase 
in violence and lawless-
ness warranted a sense of 
urgency on behalf of the 
church to spread light in a 
community experiencing 
increasing darkness. The 
effort we launched, termed 
The Jericho Project, posed 
a straightforward attack on 
the walls being erected in 
people’s hearts. 

Photos: Courtesy Danise Taylor

Coming Aug. 26-28 
St. Louis Area Discipleship 
Evangelism Summit

Plans for this special event 
include a challenge for the 
approximately 1,000 local 
Seventh-day Adventist 
members to choose at 
least one person and 
invest in their lives through 
friendship and prayer.

There will also be an 
opportunity for each 
member to invite those 
they’ve been working with 
and praying for to attend 
a time of evangelistic 
preaching and calling 
people to make decisions 
for Christ.

Imagine people from 
all across the St. Louis 
Metro joining together 
in one evangelistic 
effort—members working 
individually, yet together, 
to introduce Jesus to the 
people of this city!

The St. Louis SDA Lay Ministries Committee mailed over 3,000 copies 
of Path to Peace to area homes, then spent six weeks visiting their 
neighbors door-to-door.
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Princess, what were 
your first feelings about 
the decision to join the 
church?

I was tired… tired of life and 
didn’t see a way out. I had a 
lot of responsibility, but when 
the church came along it felt 
like a big weight was lifted 
from me. The guilt was lifted 
and I got a sense of family. It’s 
hard to explain, but I felt relief.

What was the biggest 
difference that was required 
in your life?

I had to end a lot of my 
usual behavior. I wasn’t 
used to going to church on 
Sabbath and it took much 
discipline. I’m still working 
on it. However, the more I do 
it the easier it’s becoming. I 
now use Thursday and Friday 
as my preparation day. It’s a 
conscious decision to priori-
tize things. It’s a new feeling.

Describe your new walk 
with the Lord. What bless-
ings and challenges have you 
experienced?

The blessings have been 
remarkable! I have so many 

things that I didn’t have 
before. I am excited about 
my new job. The bonus 
is that my employer is a 
church member. I work 
for Professional Affordable 
Cleaning Services owned by 
Ms. Pamela Simmons of the 
Northside Adventist Church. 
She has been more than a 
blessing.

It seems since I have 
accepted the Sabbath, the 
devil is sidetracking me 
through people and circum-
stances in my life. I recently 
experienced a heartbreaking 
situation surrounding custody 
of my children. However, I am 
confident the situation will 
be remedied soon. Even so, I 
am now able to see positives 
come out of the negative. 
Many people are praying for 
me and with me for the best 
outcome.

If you could do it all over 
again, would you?

Absolutely yes! In my life 
I have gone every way, but I 
know this is the right way. I 
wish I would have done it a 
long time ago.

We began by completing 
a mass mailing of the book 
Path to Peace to over 3,000 
homes. This was accom-
plished through the Project 
Steps to Christ organiza-
tion. Then dedicated and 
caring volunteers from the 
Central States Conference 
(Berean, Agape, Lighthouse 
and Northside churches), 
and members of the Iowa-
Missouri Conference 
(Southside, Central, and 
Korean churches), went out 
over a six-week period to 
visit those homes.

We knocked on doors, 
introduced ourselves and 
inquired if they had received 
the booklet. Then we asked 
if we could pray with them 
and leave a packet filled with 
helpful resources, including 
flyers for 3ABN and a local 
church school in that area. 
Also included were the tract 
Your Friends the Adventists, 
a list of 12 promises of God, 
and a health assessment that, 
if returned, offered a free 
book on healthy living. We 
also obtained contact infor-
mation from those interested 
in future events.

Blessings of witnessing
We gained many wonder-

ful testimonies during this 
time, and not only were the 
residents blessed, but our 
faith was strengthened by 
their comments. Door-to-
door witnessing brought 
us close to the needs of the 
people, and we came to 
understand the blessings 

Q & A with Princess Jones

Princess Jones and two of her children are 
among the 85 people baptized after attending 
a Breath of Life seminar in St. Louis.

inherent in witnessing. Many 
were thirsting and we knew 
only Jesus could quench that 
thirst. How else could some-
thing good come out of so 
much discord? We asked, as 
is recorded in Gen. 18:14, “Is 
anything too hard for God?” 
We have proof that it’s not! 

We were delighted that 
God’s timing reinforced 
our efforts with a two-week 
Breath of Life seminar that 
began the weekend following 
our last visits. Among the 
85 baptisms following the 
seminar, we were blessed to 
see Princess Jones and two 
of her children take their 
stand. Ms. Jones was one of 
the last people we visited and 
she came straightway to the 
meetings. Truly one plants, 
another waters, but it is God 
who gives the increase. We 
continue to receive response 
cards from the booklets 
that went out, with requests 
for Bible studies and other 
literature. These are being 
fulfilled and covered with 
much prayer. 

Future plans for Ferguson 
include an outreach event 
this spring that will high-
light a holistic approach to 
family health. We solicit 
your prayers that God will be 
glorified and that more souls 
will be harvested in this part 
of the vineyard.

Danise Taylor is chair of the 
SLSLM team.

—by Danise Taylor
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D
ustin Hall, senior pastor 
at Southview Church 
in Minneapolis, views 

a connected church as 
Christ’s tool for reaching the 
community.

Shortly after arriving at 
Southview nearly two years 
ago, Pastor Hall turned his 
church board meetings into 
strategic councils. He has 
been able to create a steward-
ship culture in each depart-
ment of the church, allowing 
all leaders to see themselves 
as part of the team.

During 2015, the 
Southview Church celebrated 
the baptisms of 30 new mem-
bers, and weekly attendance 
has grown to the point that 
they are looking for a new 
space in which to meet. Their 
growth has been fueled by 
what Pastor Hall calls Life 

Groups. These groups are, in 
principle, friendship evange-
lism groups that bring people 
together as they mingle 
outside church. Every day the 
gospel of Christ is lived and 
shared in non-threatening 
ways. Life Groups become 
the platform upon which 
men and women—in a loving 
relationship with Christ—
seek God in their own way 
and share with their peers 
the power of the gospel.

Pastor Hall explains the 
church’s philosophy this way: 
“We believe that connections 
are the building blocks of our 
ministry. We want to connect 
with the community socially, 
mingling and showing 
sympathy. We think that the 
church is healthy enough 
now, and our connections in 
the community are leading to 

kingdom-building activities.”

Kind, real-life friends
Pastor Hall shares how 

these connections have 
translated into baptisms. 
“Rebecca, a 10-year-old 
student at Southview 
Christian School, started a 
Bible experience study group 
with her friends. Today, five 
of these friends are baptized 
Seventh-day Adventists! We 
can now see the results of 
these connections.” 

Pastor Hall adds that 
“by freeing our members 
to use their influence and 
their connections, we have 
empowered them to be 
better disciple makers. We 
believe our church will 
continue to be a center of 
influence for the kingdom of 
God.”

Connecting Through Life Groups
Strengthening a sense of community fosters growth

Building healthy 
churches

Southview isn’t the only 
church in Minnesota that’s 
growing. Nearly every con-
gregation in the conference 
baptized at least one person 
last year, making 2015 the 
highest recorded annual 
membership growth with 507 
baptisms and professions of 
faith.

Conference president 
Justin Lyons says that healthy 
churches have been created 
through emphasis on training 
(with NADEI and Bible 
workers’ training with Karen 
Lewis), coordinated evange-
lism (with over 40 churches 
working together across 
boundaries during the Voice 
of Prophecy meetings), and 
the conference’s increased 
funding for local church 
evangelism.

The Minnesota 
Conference’s rallying stra-
tegic acronym pulls this all 
together: Keep your EYES on 
Eternity (Evangelism, Youth, 
Education, Spirituality/
Stewardship/Service). “We 
believe that only a healthy 
church will have meaning-
ful outreach,” Elder Lyons 
concludes. “We encourage 
each pastor, each department 
head, each teacher and each 
member to pursue spiritual 
growth—only then will stew-
ardship and service to the 
community be seen as acts of 
Christian grace.”

Brian Mungandi is 
communication director for the 
Minnesota Conference.

Pastor Dustin Hall of the Southview Church in Minneapolis introduces five 
baptismal candidates who chose to publicly affirm their decision to follow Jesus 
Christ because of the Bible experience group started by their friend and fellow 
student, Rebecca.
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A Night Back in Korea
Showing Adventist love and care to international students

The Minneapolis Korean Church is offering food and friendship to Korean 
international students studying at the University of Minnesota. 

A
fter graduating from 
college Min Lee, a young 
Korean American, 

wanted to go to Korea to help 
kids learn English for a year. 
This was an adventure, since 
he had never been away from 
home. Min Lee says, “I had a 
difficult but amazing time in 
Korea. It was a growing expe-
rience for me.”

Min Lee was often home-
sick, despite being within his 
own ethnic group. He felt 
lost in a different world. “I 
was very fortunate, though, 
because I met many loving 
people who shared their time, 
resources and love to make 
sure I was happy,” he adds.

This one-year experience 
led Min Lee to begin inviting 
Korean international students 
to his parents’ house every 
major holiday. He fed them 
Korean food within a Korean 
atmosphere to help them 
feel at home. After awhile he 
began to see this as a ministry, 

so he decided to involve his 
home church, the Minneapolis 
Korean Church.

A wider opportunity
In 2014 the church formed 

a committee to prepare for A 
Night Back in Korea, an event 
geared to minister to Korean 
international students at the 
University of Minnesota. The 
university is located near the 
church and has more than 
500 Korean international 
students. Min Lee created a 
Facebook event page inviting 
people to come. Even though 
it snowed on the day of the 
event, 29 students showed up! 
The church family was able to 
maintain a relationship with 
only one of the students who 
attended, and that student has 
since graduated and gone back 
to Korea.

However, the 2014 event 
helped members realize the 
ministry opportunities. And 
something else happened; 

there was a bonding in the 
church community that 
allowed for teamwork.

Full to overflowing
In 2015 a new committee 

was formed to plan another 
event. Min Lee again made 
a Facebook event page. 
However, one week prior to 
the event date, the Facebook 
page had to be closed because 
more than 50 people had 
confirmed their plans to 
attend and every day more 
showed the desire to join. The 
organizing committee soon 
realized the church building 
might be too small to hold all 
who wanted to attend.

As church members worked 
together to prepare for the 
event, they gained the friend-
ship of four non-member vol-
unteers who dedicated their 
time and energy as well. Two 
of these volunteers came from 
the Korean community and 
the others were international 

Korean students. There was a 
way for everyone to help, from 
providing rides for students to 
donating money for supplies.

On Nov. 14, exactly 40 
non-member students 
gathered in the church and 
enjoyed A Night Back in 
Korea. Jungmin Na, a stu-
dent from the University of 
Minnesota who participated, 
says, “These few hours went by 
so fast. I was totally amazed by 
the nice atmosphere here.”

This ministry to the stu-
dents has opened opportuni-
ties for church collaboration 
with the Korean community 
in Minneapolis. Young Kim, 
who pastors the Korean 
Church, says, “We think it 
was successful; we saw what 
good teamwork can do for 
the church of God and for the 
community we live in.”

This time the church was 
better prepared to follow up 
and build relationships with 
the students who attended. 
Three weeks later the church 
hosted another dinner and 
nine people with no connec-
tion to the church showed up. 
“We think we formed an even 
deeper relationship with those 
who came to the small dinner,” 
adds Pastor Kim.

The church is continuously 
praying for the students and 
developing authentic rela-
tionships. “We are showing 
genuine friendship and deeper 
care. We are trying to follow 
the Jesus method as stated in 
Ministry of Healing, p. 143,” 
concludes Pastor Kim.

Brian Mungandi is communication 
director for the Minnesota 
Conference. Pastor Young Kim 
assisted with this article.
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I 
was on my way back from a 
prayer meeting in the Pagosa 
Springs Church in Colorado. 

It was night, and a few min-
utes into the trip my vehicle 
suddenly had a problem and 
I had to pull over. In that 
mountainous region there was 
no cellphone signal; therefore 
I was unable to communicate 
with anyone.

So I prayed and asked God 
to send someone to help me. 
God allowed the engine to 
work for a few more miles, but 
the problem came back just 
as I found an ample rest area 
for parking next to the road. 
There were two trailer trucks 
stationed there already, but 
I didn’t ask the drivers for a 
hand because I figured they 
would be sleeping.

Soon another trailer truck 
came and parked very close 
to my vehicle. I told the driver 
I needed help and he kindly 
solved the problem. Before 
continuing on, I handed him 
a Christian magazine called El 
Centinela.

Road Trouble Brings Great Blessings
Testimony of Alberto de Santiago

Rubén Balaguer (left) gives Bible studies to Alberto de 
Santiago by cellphone after a “chance” encounter on 
a deserted mountain road.

He asked me if I was a 
Christian. When I told him 
that I am a pastor he got very 
happy and told me he was 
coming from far away, begging 
God to send him someone to 
help him solve a conflict he 
had with his conscience that 
had been tormenting him for 
quite some time.

The curious thing was that 
I was also praying and asking 
God to send someone, but for a 
different problem. In the midst 
of that solitary and obscure 
location between the moun-
tains, I counseled the man 
and prayed that God would 
give him peace and allow him 
to continue his trip without 
torment. He was very grate-
ful and, thanks to God, was 
already feeling much better. We 
exchanged names and cell-
phone numbers before parting.

Contact continues
Several days later we started 

to communicate and I offered 
to study the Bible with Alberto. 
He gladly accepted and over 

a period of time I taught 
him about the prophecies of 
Revelation, of which he already 
had a basic understanding 
due to his membership with 
another church.

As he traveled throughout 
different states, he received 
Bible studies via cellphone that 
started opening his eyes to the 
great truths that he had previ-
ously ignored. When Alberto 
heard of the Sabbath doctrine, 
he did not hesitate in speaking 
with his boss about allow-
ing him to stop every Friday 
evening and continue after the 
Sabbath was over. It was a great 
blessing that his boss granted 
this request.

In every city or town where 
he stopped, Alberto would 
search for an Adventist church 
to attend on Sabbath. In that 
way he was able to meet many 
brothers and sisters in Christ 
who would learn of his testi-
mony. They gave him many 
publications and invited him to 
eat in their homes. Alberto also 
began to share the Adventist 
message with coworkers, as 
well as his testimony.

Every two weeks he would 
go back to rest in his home 
city of Ciudad Juarez, Mexico, 
where he lives with his family. 
He shared everything he was 
learning from the Word of 
God with them. Eventually, he 
began attending a Seventh-day 
Adventist church in El Paso, 
Texas, which is very near his 
city. His mother lives there, 
and his desire was to get her 
out of her erroneous religious 
tradition and unite her with 
our church—for which he had 
to struggle a lot. The Adventist 

pastor had asked him on 
various occasions if he wanted 
to be baptized, but Alberto told 
him that he wanted to come to 
Colorado to be baptized by me.

Victory!
In June of 2015 we held an 

evangelistic campaign in the 
church of Bloomfield, New 
Mexico. I encouraged Alberto 
to get permission from his boss 
to travel and be baptized at the 
end of the campaign. Alberto 
made the arrangements and 
almost three years after our 
encounter on the road, I had 
the privilege to baptize him. 
Before the baptism, Alberto 
announced that on that same 
Sabbath and almost that same 
hour, his mother was also 
being baptized in the Seventh-
day Adventist church in El 
Paso. 

The next day Alberto 
joyfully returned to his work 
with the firm determination to 
continue sharing the gospel so 
that others may also enjoy the 
truth that set him free.

And all this was made pos-
sible through a cellphone after 
an encounter prepared by God. 
He allowed a mechanical prob-
lem so that Alberto de Santiago 
could get to know the divine 
message that has transformed 
his heart. Praise God for His 
mysterious ways!

At the time of this writing Rubén 
Balaguer was the district pastor 
for Durango, Colorado.

Read the Spanish version 
of this article online: 
bit.ly/cuandounproblema



    OUTLOOKMAG.ORG    MARCH 2016    11

FEATURE

Go Ahead—Make Some Noise!
Making the presence of Jesus Christ felt in this world

O
ne of the most fascinating 
aspects of any spectator 
sport is its fans. They play 

a vital role in the success of 
every team. During cham-
pionship and most valuable 
player award ceremonies, 
players usually dedicate their 
trophies to their fans who have 
shown unconditional support 
throughout a season. 

Fans are responsible of mak-
ing a loud noise to intimidate 
their opponents and to inspire 
their team, even when the 
players seem out of practice. 
But above all, fans make noise 
to let their presence be felt in 
the stadium, and even in the 
world, as the media covers 
their story.

As Adventists, we need to 
make some spiritual noise. 
More than ever, we need to 
actively join the heavenly team 
making a huge noise for Jesus 
Christ. His second coming 
must become a trending topic 
on Twitter. What He’s doing in 
your life should be the most 
shared post on Facebook. 
Let His written promises 

be the most liked image on 
Instagram, and may His 
wonders and miracles become 
the most watched videos on 
YouTube.

It’s time for the enemy to 
fear and be intimidated by the 
loud noise of the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church rooting 
unanimously for Jesus. More 
importantly, it’s time to make 
the presence of Jesus Christ 
felt in this world. Let us make 
a loud noise that will awaken 
and inspire anyone from our 
team who is facing spiritual 
discouragement. 

Acts of the Apostles is one of 
the loudest books in the Bible. 
Just imagine the apostles’ 
excitement when 3,000 were 
added at Pentecost in one day 
(Acts 2:41). But as the apostles 
continued making a loud noise 
for Christ, people believed 
their message and the number 
grew to 5,000 (Acts 4:4). 

Even though they had 
no access to social media, 
no powerful satellites and 
definitely no organizational 
structure as we have today, the 

result of their effort is pretty 
outstanding: “and believers 
were the more added to the 
Lord, multitudes of both 
men and women” (Acts 5:14, 
emphasis added).

The most powerful tool
Let’s go back to the faith, 

passion and loud noise of the 
apostles. While we do have 
enhanced resources at our 
disposal to spread the message, 
we can still enjoy the most 
powerful tool granted for our 
commission—His Holy Spirit. 

The same vigorous spirit 
that enabled Joshua and the 
Israelites to shout so loudly 
that they brought down the 
impenetrable walls of Jericho, 
the same mighty spirit that was 
with Jesus as He ministered 
to thousands, and the same 
powerful spirit that filled the 
apostles empowering them to 
do greater things than their 
master as He had promised—
that same spirit is anxiously 
awaiting to fill our life, our 
families and our church to 
make the loudest noise ever 

heard in our days for the sake 
of the second coming of Jesus.

“When God’s people under-
stand what Bible religion is, 
there will be coming into the 
ranks of believers more new 
converts than are seen today. 
We are to awake and do our 
duty toward the unwarned 
inhabitants of the cities and of 
many out-of-the-way places, 
and then we shall see of the 
salvation of God” (Sermons 
and Talks Vol. II, p. 328).

When victory over sin is 
declared through the establish-
ment of the New Jerusalem, 
what a joy will it be hearing 
the words of the Captain of 
our team saying, Well done 
good and faithful servant 
(Matt. 25:23), commending us 
for unconditionally supporting 
His kingdom on earth as we 
eagerly shouted, “Blessed is He 
who comes in the name of the 
Lord; Hosanna in the highest!” 
(Matt. 21:9). 

Johann De Dier is a writer and 
editor of a youth magazine for 
the Panama Union.
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P astor Jamond Jimmerson 

was born and raised in St. 
Louis, Missouri. Although his 
mother, Barbarita Jimmerson, 
and his father, Demour Welch, 
played an integral part in 
his development, his grand-
mother, Rita Jimmerson, was 
like a second mother to him 
who poured into him valu-
able insight.

Jamond received the call 
to ministry at the tender age 
of 19 and was determined to 
follow Christ for the rest of 
his life. After attending Forest 
Park St. Louis Community 
College for a short time, 
Jimmerson transferred to 
Oakwood University where 
he received his Bachelor of 
Science in Church Leadership 
in 2012.

After obtaining his degree, 
Jimmerson served as an 
assistant pastor at the St. 
Louis Berean Church for 
several months under Pastor 

Joseph T. Ikner. In August 
2013, Jimmerson enrolled 
in the Theological Seminary 
at Andrews University. He 
successfully completed the 
Master of Divinity program 
in December 2015 and 
accepted a call to work in the 
Central States Conference. 
“I am so excited and appre-
ciative to work for Christ 
through the Central States 
Conference,” said Jimmerson. 

The Jimmersons will serve 
a two church district in 
Colorado: New Community 
in Denver and Boston Street 
in Aurora. “I truly believe 
that God has called my wife 
and I to the Denver area 
for such a time as this. We 
eagerly look forward to the 
hand of God moving in a 

powerful way in Colorado,” 
Jimmerson added.

Pastor Jimmerson has been 
married for five years to the 
love of his life, Twainika. They 
are anticipating the arrival of 
their first child on April 8. “As 
my wife and I embark upon 
this new journey, we pray 
that our lives will continually 
be godly examples for others 
to follow,” he said.

Pastor Jimmerson enjoys 
reading, teaching and playing 
basketball. He is passionate 
about people and desires to 
see them grow in the amazing 
grace of God. His favorite 
scripture which brings him 
joy and keeps him grounded 
is 2 Cor. 5:21: “For He made 
Him who knew no sin to 
be sin for us, that we might 
become the righteousness of 
God in Him.”

Brittany Winkfield is 
communication director for the 
Central States Conference.

Meet the Newest Central 
States Conference Pastor

The states of Kansas and 
Missouri share the city 

of Kansas City, which can be 
confusing when you are try-
ing to get around. Six Central 
States Conference churches 
coexist in this shared city: 
Beacon Light, Bethel, 
Linwood Temple, KC Central 
Spanish, New Missionary 
and the “baby” of the family, 
Linwood International 
Company.

Instead of only minister-
ing to those within their 
individual congregations or 
in their respective neighbor-
hoods, these six churches 
come together as CAMPKC 
(Central Adventist 
Ministries and Pastors) and 
work in unity to fulfill the 
mission of Matt. 28:19-20: 
“Go ye therefore, and teach 
all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost: Teaching them 
to observe all things what-
soever I have commanded 
you: and, lo, I am with you 
always, even unto the end of 
the world.”

Every fourth Wednesday 
the pastors, along with some 
members from each of the 
six churches, come together 
for a joint prayer meeting. 

On New Year’s Eve, which 
in 2015 happened to be a 
Thursday, a special commu-
nion and prayer service was 
held at the New Missionary 
Church. What better way to 
end an old year and start a 
new one than being in the 
presence of the Lord together 
in church giving honor and 
glory to God and asking Him 
to cleanse us anew.

Unfortunately, in the 
inner city, being out on New 
Year’s Eve can be a bit risky. 
However, that was not the 
case in this situation. Those 
in attendance shared testi-
monies, sang songs of praise 
and thanksgiving, washed the 
feet of fellow members and 
guests, and prayed for each 
other in small groups and as 
a corporate body.

The service was led by 
pastors Cryston Josiah 
(Beacon Light); Dr. Ronald 

Williams (Bethel); Roosevelt 

Williams (New Missionary) 
and Fred Mainda (Linwood 
International). The presence 
of the Lord was truly felt on 
the eve of the New Year.

Tonya L. Brown-Anderson is 
vice president for finance for 
the Central States Conference.

Two States, One City, 
Shared Mission

Pastor Jamond Jimmerson 
and his wife, Twainika, 
are serving a two church 
district in Colorado: New 
Community in Denver and 
Boston Street in Aurora.
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On Dec. 29, 2015, we rush 
our sweet little Lucy to 

the ER with second-degree 
burns covering 46 percent 
of her body. Upon arrival a 
fellow church member, who 
is also an ER nurse, greets 
my husband immediately. 
This is where God’s series of 
perfectly orchestrated events 
start to unfold. 

And my God will meet all 
your needs according to 
the riches of his glory in 
Christ Jesus (Phil. 4:19).

From the second I can get 
it together enough to stop 
running around in circles try-
ing to pack a bag, to the first 
step in the Life Flight plane, I 
pray. And pray. And pray! 

Before they call, I will 
answer; and while they are 
yet speaking, I will hear 
(Isa. 65:24).

Terrified, my daughter and 
I are flown from Rapid City, 
South Dakota to Denver, 
Colorado, then transported 
to the Children’s Hospital in 
Aurora. Upon arrival in the 
ER at 2:30 am, she is whisked 
away by a team of medi-
cal staff including nurses, 
doctors, surgeons, dietitians 
and anesthesiologists. After 
heavy sedation and a heart 
wrenching three hours 
of assessing her wounds, 
cleaning and bandaging her 
entire body, I am briefed on 
the likelihood of skin grafts, 
possible blood transfusions, a 

four-to six-week hospital stay, 
and the need of compression 
garments for two years after 
that. Shortly thereafter, Lucy 
is brought to the Pediatric 
Intensive Care Unit. 

The first 24 hours are 
rough. No sleep, extremely 
high amounts of cortisol 
running through my body, 
and waiting patiently for 

her dad and little brother’s 
safe arrival leaves me feeling 
almost completely defeated. 
The only thing I have to hang 
on to at this moment to give 
me strength and a sense of 
security is my faith. 

But you, keep your head 
in all situations, endure 
hardship, do the work of 
an evangelist and dis-
charge all the duties of 
your ministry 
(2 Tim. 4:5).

Jason finally arrives safely, 
with our youngest son, 
Tucker, whom I am nursing, 
and we are greeted by a case 
worker who shares necessary 
information to help us be as 
comfortable as possible so far 
from home, friends and fam-
ily. Soon the team of surgical 
nurses arrives to examine 
Lucy’s wounds. After their 
evaluation, we are informed 
that Lucy’s wounds have 
drastically gone down in sur-
face coverage since her initial 

examination upon arrival 
in the ER. At this point her 
little body is 30 percent 
wounded—16 percent less 
than the initial evaluation. 

Only three days later, since 
Lucy’s wounds are healing 
so well, she is moved from 
PICU to a regular room on 
the surgical floor. This means 
that she will be able to spend 

New Year’s Eve with her 
mother, father, baby brother 
and Grandma Janet, who 
has just arrived. While Lucy 
is resting, we are informed 
that by some fluke, since it 
is New Year’s Eve, and there 
is a mess up in the schedule, 
we are able to get a room at 
the Ronald McDonald house 
right away. This is a miracle 
in itself, considering there is a 
five-page-long waiting list to 
get into the house. This also 
means we will be in a com-
fortable, safe and affordable 
environment as we juggle the 
stress of what is happening 
with Lucy so far from home. 

Peace I leave with you; my 
peace I give you. I do not 
give to you as the world 
gives. Do not let your 
hearts be troubled and do 
not be afraid (John 14:27).

By day four Lucy is 
healing exceptionally well, 
although her pain meds are 
giving her little tummy a 

Love in Action A testimony of prayer
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The only thing I have to 
hang on to at this moment 
to give me strength and a 
sense of security is my faith. 

Bathed in the prayers of family, friends and 
strangers, Lucy Guldaman is miraculously 
recovering from the burns that covered 
nearly half of her body.
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lot of trouble. She spikes a 
fever of 104 degrees and has 
an adverse reaction to the 
Ativan they had to give her 
after her IV came out. They 
cannot give the normal dose 
of Morphine while doing 
dressing changes because 
there is no IV. She is in a lot 
of pain and is not eating or 
sleeping. She is so swollen 
and it is extremely hard 
to find a vein that has not 
already been blown out. We 
pleadingly call upon family, 
friends and strangers to lift 
Lucy up in prayer for com-
fort and a fast recovery. 

By the next afternoon, my 
mother has arrived, Lucy’s 
fever is gone and we are able 
to find a pain med regimen 
that she can tolerate. We are 
also able to get an anesthe-
siologist to bring an ultra-
sound machine to her room 
to find a vein and get an 
IV started for some much-
needed fluids. 

Whatever you ask in My 
name, that I will do, that 
the Father may be glori-
fied in the Son. If you ask 
anything in My name, I 
will do it (John 14:13-14).

Going on day five, and 
the burn team’s staff has to 
take a step back and ask my 
husband not once, but twice, 
how long ago her injuries 
took place. The doctor 
evaluating her wounds is 
also in disbelief at how 
fast her burns are healing. 
Now it seems we are more 
concerned with whether 
she is getting enough 
nourishment. 

Therefore I say to you, 
whatever things you ask 
when you pray, believe 
that you receive them, and 
you will have them (Mark 
11:24).

By day seven, Lucy’s feed-
ing tube, IV, catheter and one 
fourth of her bandages are 
gone. She is eating and only 
taking Ibuprofen and Motrin 
for pain. Her skin is perfectly 
pink, healthy and healing 
miraculously fast. There is 
no need for skin grafts or 
compression garments and 
doctors are almost positive 
there will be no scarring. 

On Sunday, Jan.10, we 
are discharged and head 
for home. We will return to 
Aurora for outpatient treat-
ments weekly for at least the 
next two or three weeks.

We would like to sincerely 
thank everyone who came 
together to pray, encour-
age and support our family 
financially, emotionally and 
spiritually during this time 
of need. What started out as 
a tragic accident has turned 
into a beautiful testimony 
of God’s love in action, and 
for that we will be truly and 
forever blessed.

With love and gratitude,
The Guldamans

He said to her, Daughter, 
your faith has healed you. 
Go in peace and be freed 
from your suffering (Mark 
5:34).

Sarah Guldaman is a member of 
the Rapid City Church in Rapid 
City, South Dakota.

Facing God, Facing the World
21st Annual Men’s Retreat

March 11-13
Held in beautiful and historic 
Medora, North Dakota

Dr. Thomas Shepherd, presenter

To register go to dakotaadventist.org



IOWA-MISSOURI
CONFERENCE

16    OUTLOOKMAG.ORG    MARCH 2016

For most of Lula Masters’ 
life, she has been helping 

to ease the pain of others 
through lovingly made 
handicrafts. When I met Lula 
27 years ago at Black Hills 
Missionary College in South 
Dakota, she was the cook, in 
addition to being everyone’s 
friend. During that time, Lula 
and her mother were making 
quilts and sending them to 
people around the world in 
need of comfort. She gave 
me one of her special quilts 
because she knew I was going 
through a tough time and 
needed to personally know 
a God who truly loved and 
cared about me. I still have 
that quilt on my bed today.

Lula is now 86 years old 
and lives in Hartsburg, 

Missouri. Her current 
comfort project is “The 
Burden Bear.” Lula purchases 
a small stuffed bear, wraps 
it in a crocheted or quilted 
blanket that one of her 
friends makes, then, with the 
help of her granddaughter 
attaches a poem. She sends 
a bear to those in need of 
encouragement. 

Lula’s work is not only a 
blessing; it’s a miracle. Lula 
has given out over 150 bears 
in less than a year. She has 
done all this while living with 
macular degeneration, arthri-
tis, breathing difficulties and 
pain in her legs.

Lula says that almost every 
time she picks up the phone 
she hears about someone who 
is sick, or has had a stroke, 
or is discouraged, or has just 
been released from prison. “It’s 
worth it all,” she says, “because 
it’s God’s time and energy 
and money, and if I can make 
someone happy, that’s what 
I want to do.” She goes on to 
say, “If anyone is touched it’s 
because of Jesus, not me. He’s 
the one who gives me strength 
to do the work.”

Matt. 25:36 says, “I was 
naked and you clothed me; I 
was sick and you visited me; 
I was in prison and you came 
to me.” Or in Lula’s case it 
would read, “I was cold and 
you warmed me with a quilt; I 
was discouraged and you sent 
me poems to help me keep 
my faith in God; I was just 
released from prison, and you 
sent me a burden bear to let 
me know that someone was 
praying for me.”

Worldwide Comforting Ministry 
Spans Decades

Lula Masters, 86, shares 
“burden bears” with 
people she hears about 
who need comfort. 
She recently gave away 
over 150 bears in less 
than one year.
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Last fall the Sedalia Elementary School in 
Missouri held an open house that was attended 
by approximately 200 church and community 
members. Tours of the school, gym and playground 
were given and copies of the DVD highlighting 
Adventist education, The BLUEPRINT, were handed 
out to families with school-aged children. 

This was a wonderful opportunity to show our 
church and community family what our students 
are learning and to explain the unique benefits of 
Adventist education. We currently have eight great 
students at our school, and we would love to see 
that number grow.

Christine Armantrout is co-director of the Sedalia Pathfinder Club.

Elementary School 
Hosts Open House
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Jesus sums it up when 
He says, “In as much as you 
have done it unto one of the 
least of these my brethren, 
you have done it unto me” 
(Matt. 25:40).

Tina Bankhead is a speech and 
language pathology assistant 
from Berthoud, Colorado.

If you would like to help 
Lula with her Burden 
Bear ministry, contact 
Michelle Hansen at 
the Iowa-Missouri 
Conference: 
mhansen@imsda.org
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The St. Louis Central 
Church has embraced 

the growing population of 
Nepalese refugees and last fall 
helped them organize into 
the Three Angels Nepalese 
Seventh-day Adventist 
Group. Elder Dean Coridan, 
Iowa-Missouri Conference 
president, has stated that he 
believes working with refugees 
is vital in order for the gospel 
message to reach the whole 
world. As refugees learn and 
understand biblical truths, 
they will then share them with 
their friends and family back 
in their home countries.

The groundwork for forming 
connections with the Nepali 
people in St. Louis began 
some time ago. This effort 
was expanded as the Iowa-
Missouri Conference invited 
two Bible workers to St. Louis 
to continue the work through 
the summer of 2015 in order 

to foster more interest and fur-
ther ongoing relations with the 
Nepalese community. A Nepali 
team from North Carolina, 
where a Nepalese church is 
already established, also came 
to present a two-week evange-
listic series in St. Louis.

The interesting dynamic 
about the Nepali people is 
that, unlike Americans who 
are quite individualistic, they 
are an organized, group-ori-
ented community, complete 
with elders and leaders who 
make decisions for the group, 
as is the case for various other 
cultures. Often, the group will 
submit to whatever decisions 
are made by the leaders, even 
if some disagree with the 
decision. 

This elder-driven society 
sometimes presents real hur-
dles to overcome in order to 
proclaim God’s true message 
to these people. As one person 

said, “It’s important to reach the 
elders first in order to reach the 
rest of the people.” However, 
if the elders are not satisfied 
or convinced, they will in turn 
decide for the people of the 
entire group not to follow.

This was the reality during 
the evangelistic meetings that 
took place last August—starting 
with strong numbers, but dras-
tically declining at the onset 
of the second week due to the 
above reason, with only one or 
two faithful persons who con-
tinued to come. For the team 
and others who came to give 
support, it was a disheartening 
turn of events and was met 
with much sincere and earnest 
prayer for God’s intervention.

And He answered! No, it 
was not a change of heart of 
the elders, though that prayer 
and hope remains. However, 
(Praise be to God!) as one door 
effectively closes, He will open 

other doors. Thus He brought 
forth a family of believers 
who, though only having 
attended the last few nights of 
the meetings, embraced the 
message with open arms. It was 
truly amazing to see how God 
worked in this way.

With these faithful few, the 
team and supporters met in 
their home for evening worship 
through the week. Beautiful 
and joyous songs of praise fol-
lowed by prayer, devotion and 
fellowship were found there 
each night. Worship truly does 
begin in the home, even—and 
especially—for the beginning 
of a church.

When the weekend came, 
for the first time in St. Louis, a 
Nepalese fellowship officially 
met in the “Upper Room” for 
Sabbath service and worship at 
Central Church. We are happy 
to announce that this Nepalese 
church, now called Three 
Angels Nepalese Seventh-day 
Adventist Group, is meeting 
at the St. Louis Southside 
Adventist Church, as it is more 
centrally located for the mem-
bership base.

Please pray that as this new 
church develops and grows 
God will pour His Spirit out 
upon each of its members 
and also to the surrounding 
Nepalese community. May it 
be a beacon of light and hope 
to the Nepali people here in St. 
Louis.

Jaimasi! (Nepalese Christian 
greeting meaning “Christ has 
the victory!”)

Fred Schlichter is a member of 
the St. Louis Central Church.

Nepalese Refugee Ministry 
Births a Church

The Three Angels Nepalese Seventh-day Adventist Group and friends 
are meeting in the St. Louis Southside Adventist Church, a central 
location for their membership base.
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NEWS 
HIGHLIGHTS

The Chadron Church in 
the Nebraska Panhandle 
hosted a Moroccan meal 
for their members and 
the community featuring 
healthy plant based foods, 
reports member Leroy 
Wyatt. One tradition 
in Morocco is to dine 
without utensils. Each 
guest was given a gown 
and a hand towel placed 
over their left shoulder. 
There was Moroccan 
entertainment following 
the meal.

Great Bend members in 
Kansas are emphasizing a 
special focus on missions. 
According to Regan 
Scherencel, pastor, a five 
gallon water jug has been 
placed in the lobby with a 
funnel on top and a sign 
reading, “Every Last Dime 
for Missions.” Members are 
encouraged to save their 
dimes for mission projects.

March 2-13 
Conference Mission Trip, 
Honduras

March 20 
Conference Executive 
Committee, Topeka, KS

March 25-27 
ASI Mid-America Union 
Chapter Conference, 
Kansas City, KS

April 1-3 
Hispanic Women’s Retreat, 
Manhattan, KS

T his fall the six students 
attending the Valley 

View School in Scottsbluff, 
Nebraska, decided to take 
on a special project for 
Adventist Development and 
Relief Agency. We started 
with a Penny War. Each class 
had a jar to fill with pennies 
and other change. Adults 
in the church got involved 
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ADRA Projects and 
the Penny War

Six students from Valley View Adventist School 
in Scottsbluff raised $725 for ADRA projects.

At the bank: Olivia O’Nele, Jessie Rollins, Sandra 
Arlt, the bank teller, Reagan Paben, Jeannie 
Costopoulos, Johanna Rivera, Milka Mendoza

when someone put pennies 
in the 4th graders’ jar, and 
another became the Penny 
Fairy, leaving pennies scat-
tered around the school.

Then the students decided 
to host a spaghetti din-
ner benefit. More than 60 
church members and friends 
enjoyed the meal. The 
students prepared the food, 

provided entertainment and 
cleaned up afterward. The 
dinner netted $360.

When we took our penny 
jars to the bank, we were 
thrilled to find the cash from 
the Penny War totaled $319. 
With two more donations 
later in the week, our grand 
total came to $725. 

The students’ goal was to 
provide a cow for a blind 
person, with a second goal 
of a pair of goats. Since we 
exceeded both goals, each 
student was able to select 
a smaller project. These 
projects included a share in a 
well, nourishment for a baby, 
two gifts of winter clothing 
for refugee children, and two 
cook stoves for an impover-
ished family.

We never dreamed our 
ADRA project would be 
so blessed. As we send the 
funds to ADRA, the students 
are already asking to keep 
the penny jars so they may 
be filled again. What a joy 
it is as a Christian teacher 
to see my students excited 
to make a difference in the 
world!

I am grateful our small 
church continues to make 
Christian education a prior-
ity. We will never know this 
side of heaven how far our 
investment has reached, nor 
the hearts that have been 
won for eternity.

 
Jeannie Costopoulos teaches 
at Valley View Adventist School 
in Scottsbluff, Nebraska.
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T im Floyd, who most 
recently served as youth 

pastor for the New Haven 
Church in Overland Park, 
Kansas, is the new Youth 
and Young Adult Ministries 
director for the Kansas-
Nebraska Conference. He 
replaces Travis Sager, who 
accepted a call to pastor in 
the Illinois Conference.

A Union College gradu-
ate with a bachelor’s degree 
in religion education and 
a minor in history, Floyd 
served at several Adventist 
academies, including 
Sunnydale (Missouri), Milo 
(Oregon), Mount Pisgah 
(North Carolina) and Forest 
Lake (Florida) prior to 

coming to the New Haven 
Church. He also furthered 
his ministry as a global 
evangelist in Uganda, Africa.

“In addition to working 
with Broken Arrow Ranch, 
the Pathfinder club minis-
tries and my other duties, I 
am especially excited to get 
started working with young 
adults throughout Kansas 
and Nebraska,” Floyd said. “I 
am eager to get to know not 
only the students at Union 
College, but also in public 
universities and graduates 
up to age 35. What I am 
most interested in hearing 
are their stories, as well as 
finding out how the church 
can better serve them.”

President Ron Carlson 
said, “Through Tim’s early 
ministry career, he has 
already shown himself 
an effective youth pastor, 
Bible teacher and chaplain. 
I’m confident that what he 
will bring to our confer-
ence Youth/Young Adult 
Department will make a 
difference for good. Tim has 
a passion to help this age 
group connect with Jesus 
and His church.”

John Treolo is communication 
director for the Kansas-
Nebraska Conference.

Tim Floyd to 
Lead Youth and 
Young Adult
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McCormicks Retire from 
Conference Ministries

In December, Pastor 

Sherman and Mrs. Connie 

McCormick said farewell to 
friends and coworkers after 
working tirelessly for the 
last four years with passion 
and enthusiasm to enhance 
pastoral care and Adventist 
education in the Minnesota 
Conference.

In her education work, 
Connie developed the 
following acronym–AWAKE 
(Ambassadors for Christ, 
Walking in His Steps, 
Anticipating His Return, 
Keeping His Commands, 
Experiencing Great Joy). She 
encouraged teachers and 
students alike to be ambas-
sadors for Christ, walking 
each day in His steps as they 
anticipate the soon return of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. She 
also encouraged teachers, 
students and the school 
constituency to faithfully 
keep God’s commandments 
and experience great joy. 
Her desire to awaken people 
so they can really experi-
ence great joy in Jesus has 
been one of her boundless 
passions.

Connie also brought 
Outdoor School to 
Minnesota and engaged chil-
dren in the study of nature. 
Each year she attempted to 
highlight Bible characters or 
concepts, with emphasis on 
showing the loving God of 
creation.

Pastor Sherman is a pray-
ing man, and as he visited 

and prayed with pastors 
across the conference he also 
shared thoughts from many 
of the books he was reading. 
As Minnesota’s ministerial 
director, Pastor Sherman 
was always encouraging our 
pastors to read and equip 
themselves for 21st century 
ministry. Pastor Sherman’s 
direct ministry to pastors, 
and his desire to see them 
press forward and succeed in 
meaningful ministry wher-
ever they are assigned, will 
be greatly missed.

This couple leave behind 
the legacy of having a pas-
sionate desire to introduce 
men and women, boys and 
girls to the Jesus they love. 
The Minnesota Conference 
owes a great deal of gratitude 
to Sherman and Connie for 
their selfless commitment to 
the church and the educa-
tional goals of the Seventh-
day Adventist church. In 
addition to their length of 
service (a combined service 
record of 64.5 years), we 
will always remember them 
for their joy and happiness. 
They inspired all of us to be 
AWAKE and cheerful. We 
pray their legacy will live on, 
not only in this conference, 
but in the lives of the many 
students and church mem-
bers they served.

Articles by Brian Mungandi, 
communication director for 
the Minnesota Conference.

Sherman and Connie McCormick are retiring 
after 64.5 years (combined service record) of 
denominational ministry, leaving behind the 
legacy of a passionate desire to introduce 
men and women, boys and girls, to the Jesus 
they love and serve.
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T he Minnesota 
Conference is happy to 

introduce Jose Torres as the 
new Youth Ministry direc-
tor. Pastor Torres comes 
to us from Lake Region 
Conference where he has 
been serving as a full-time 
pastor in two African- 
American churches in Fort 
Wayne and Marion, Indiana. 
He was also the Pathfinder 
executive coordinator for the 
conference. 

Since graduating from the 

seminary, Torres has been 
involved in mission trips and 
several evangelistic meetings 
in the United States and other 
countries, including Lima, 
Peru, and the Dominican 
Republic. Pastor Torres is an 
ordained minister who holds 
a Master of Divinity degree 
from Andrews University and 
a B.S. in business manage-
ment from the University of 
Phoenix, and as well as four 
units of Clinical Pastoral 
Education.
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Conference Welcomes 
New Youth Director

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given 
that the 2nd Quadrennial 
Session of the Minnesota 
Conference Association of 
Seventh-day Adventists, 
a non-profit corporation 
under the laws of the 
State of Minnesota, be 
held at Olson Middle 
School, 4551 W 102nd 
Street, Bloomington, 
Minnesota, on Sunday, 
May 15, 2016, at 10 o’clock 
a.m. The purpose of the 
meeting is to elect the 
officers and members 
for the Board of Trustees 
for said Association, 
as well as transact any 
other business that may 
properly come before the 
delegates. Delegates from 
the churches comprising 
the Minnesota Conference 
are on the following basis:

One (1) delegate for the 
organization and one (1) 
additional delegate for 
each twenty-five (25) 
members or fractional 
majority thereof.

The first meeting will 
be called to order at 10 
o’clock a.m. on said date 
at which time all duly 
elected delegates shall be 
seated.

Justin C. Lyons, 
president

Brian K. Mungandi, 
vice president for 
administration

Reggie Leach, 
vice president for 
finance

Jose Torres is the new Youth Ministry director 
for the Minnesota Conference. He and his 
wife, Zoey, and their children Javan (age 9) 
and Adrialyz (age 2) are coming from the Lake 
Region Conference, where Torres served in 
youth and Pathfinder ministries.

Torres, who is fluent in 
both English and Spanish, 
served as a youth pastor and 
chaplain in Fort Wayne. His 
experience includes leading 
out in key ministries such 
as pastoral, evangelism, 
Pathfinder, young adult, 
and chaplaincy. We strongly 
believe the Lord will use 
Pastor Torres and his wife, 
Zoey, to impact the lives of 
thousands of young people in 
our conference. 

“I see youth ministry as 
an important ministry,” said 
Torres. “Part of youth min-
istry is discipleship and soul 
winning, so we will endeavor 
to point our young people to 
Christ and build relationships 
with them.” Torres says his 
first tasks will be forming 
relationships with the youth 
leaders in the conference, and 
working with parents to make 
sure that our youth program 
is continuing as smoothly as 
possible.

Torres and his wife are the 
proud parents of two beauti-
ful children, a boy, Javan (age 
9) and a girl, Adrialyz (age 2). 
Torres said they are “excited 
to come to Minnesota, 
because as a family we love 
youth work.”

Pastor Torres says he loves 
reading, electronics, playing 
basketball, camping, biking, 
traveling, photography and 
videography, and just having 
fun. May God bless this 
family as they begin their 
ministry in Minnesota.
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E very doctrine of the 
church is relevant to a 

society looking for meaning 
in life,” said evangelist Mark 

Finley as he presented ways 
to evaluate church growth to 
the 60 RMC ministers asked 
to rate their growth programs 
through a local church assess-
ment tool. 

“Are we intentional about 
church growth and consis-
tently equipping our mem-
bers to use their spiritual 
gifts?” was one of several 
questions Finley asked as part 
of the evaluation. The presen-
tation included consideration 
of 10 areas that would assist 
ministers and their congrega-
tions in knowing their church 
growth potential, as well as 
enabling them to maximize 
their strengths and strengthen 
areas of weakness.

Finley also spoke about 
two equally important ways 

of impacting any community 
and evaluating their needs: 
programs, and developing 
relationships. Combining 
these two approaches will 
make churches centers of 
warm, loving fellowship—
places to which people are 
drawn and want to return, 
Finley said.

This three-day event, held 
in January at Glacier View 
Ranch, included a presen-
tation and “unpacking” of 
the ministerial core values 
recently adopted in the Rocky 
Mountain Conference. Six 
different groups of partici-
pants were led by Craig Carr, 
ministerial director, in dis-
cussing what constitutes the 
values of F.A.I.T.H. (friend-
ship, adaptability, integrity, 
teamwork and humility).

During the conference Carr 
said he hoped pastors were 
encouraged and affirmed 

by reviewing these core 
values. He also mentioned 
the need to be challenged 
to broaden the circle repre-
senting engagement with the 
community.

“We must not grow con-
tent and be stuck with the 
same methodologies, but 
have willingness to try [new 
approaches] and perhaps fail, 
though we will never know 
unless we try first,” he added.

Following the presentations 
Wayne Morrison, pastor of 
the Brighton congregation, 
commented on the timeliness 
of the conference and its mes-
sages. It coincided with an 
elders meeting at his church 
the previous week, he said, 
where the elders asked: Who 
are we? What are we about? 
How do we evaluate what we 
are doing?

“Everything Mark Finley 
presented was perfect. I am 

According to RMC president Ed Barnett, 
(left) plans are still being developed to 
hold a week-long series of public outreach 
events with Mark Finley in Denver in 2017, 
as announced last year. No date has yet 
been set for this event.

RMC Ministers Are Energized at 
Pastors’ Conference

going home to a board meet-
ing tonight and we are going 
to use the evaluation and start 
to implement exactly what we 
received here,” Morrison said.

“I am taking from this con-
ference a renewed interest for 
planning for church growth 
in my churches,” added Don 

Barnt, pastor of Cheyenne, 
Laramie and Torrington 
churches in Wyoming. “I am 
going to meet with my church 
boards and talk about what 
we are going to do to help our 
church grow this year. We will 
spend more time planning,” 
he concluded.

The meeting ended with 
recognition of new pastors 
employed in RMC during the 
past year and a dedication 
prayer for them.

 
Rajmund Dabrowski is 
communication director for the 
Rocky Mountain Conference.
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Baptisms in 
Rocky Mountain 
Conference 
Show Church 
Commitment

 
With the continued emphasis 
on outreach and evange-
lism in the Rocky Mountain 
Conference, we are seeing 
an illustration in our baptism 
numbers of the commitment 
our congregations and pas-
tors have toward reaching 
their communities for Christ.
 
From January 2014 to 
December 2015, our mem-
bership grew by 467.
Baptisms in 2015 were up by 
140 over 2014, and mem-
bership totaled 17,929 by the 
end of the year.
 
“We look forward to a 
celebration when we reach 
18,000 members,” said Ed 
Barnett, president of the 
Rocky Mountain Conference. 
“Thank you to our con-
gregations and our pastors 
for reaching out to our 
communities.”
 

2014
Beginning Membership
17,462
Ending Membership 
17,569
Total Gain
107
Baptisms
293
 

2015
Beginning Membership 
17,569
Ending Membership
17,929
Total Gain
360
Baptisms
433

A s makerspaces become 
more popular in commu-

nities trying to support entre-
preneurs, Campion Academy 
boasts its own space where 
students can use software 
and machinery to create their 
personalized designs—the 
wood shop.

Dan Philpott began teach-
ing Campion’s woodworking 
classes nine years ago and 
how his students are turning 
out more impressive work 
than ever. The 23 students 
enrolled in last semester’s 
class completed lathe work, 
glued projects and comput-
er-aided engraving. 

In a consumer-oriented 
society, Philpott realizes 
that enabling students to 
work with their hands and 
their imaginations is more 

important than ever. Most 
students complete at least five 
or six projects and incorpo-
rate any number of wood-
working techniques, such as 
finger-jointed corners which 
sophomore Tommy Eickmann 
used to create a small chest. 
Sophomores Emanuel Espino 
and David Marroquin each 
completed about a dozen 
projects, from wooden pens 
to checker boards. Their 
enthusiasm hinged on their 
creative license. 

This freedom to choose their 
own projects is what Cesar 

Lowrance likes the best. “We 
can be as creative as we want 
and can make whatever we 
want,” he said.

When Philpott began teach-
ing the class in 2006, the shop 
contained a band saw and a 

drill press. With his continued 
management, the shop now 
boasts more than $20,000 
worth of machines, including 
various lathes, sanders, saws 
and finishing materials.

The latest addition to the 
wood shop’s array of machines 
is a computerized numeric 
control (CNC) engraving 
machine, which allows stu-
dents to manipulate an image 
or text using the machine’s 
software, and then set parame-
ters that guide a drill bit to cut 
or engrave the image in wood.

Sophomore Hannah Phelps 
said, “Using your imagination, 
you can really make about any-
thing in this class.” Her class-
mate Devaney Bright agreed. 
As they both watched the 
CNC machine cut shapes of 
the continents out of a piece of 
cherry wood, Bright described 
projects she has made for her 
mom and her current inlaid 
map project. “I like learn-
ing how to use tools that I 
wouldn’t have gotten a chance 
to otherwise,” she added. Both 
she and Phelps are also looking 
forward to taking a welding 
class from Mr. Philpott.

“I want the students to 
feel comfortable in a shop 
setting, use different machines, 
and work with their hands,” 
Philpott said. He added that he 
hopes students will walk away 
with the skills and confidence 
to tackle future projects and 
household fixes themselves.

Jenny Sigler teaches English at 
Campion Academy.

Campion’s Own 
Makerspace Allows 
Hands-On Creative Work

Campion Academy students receive hands-
on education that provides them with 
skills they can use now and in the future. 
Emanuel Espino, a sophomore from Great 
Bend, Kansas completed this checker board 
as one of his projects.
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I can’t tell you why I chose 
Union College. When I 

made the decision in summer 
2011, I shocked myself and 
my family. Looking back, I 
see no logical reason why 
I chose Union. I was not 
a Seventh-day Adventist. 
None of my friends had ever 
heard of Union College, and 
I wasn’t even sure what I 
wanted to study.

But I decided to stay. I 

stayed even though I had not 
gone to an Adventist acad-
emy and did not know any-
one in my freshman class. I 
stayed even though I was not 
a vegetarian. I stayed despite 
my lack of knowledge about 
Sabbath, Ellen White and the 
General Conference. 

I stayed because the faculty 
and staff helped me and 
made me feel welcome. They 
invited me to their homes, 

gave me their email addresses 
and phone numbers and 
told me to call if I needed 
anything.

Here I am about to gradu-
ate with a Bachelor of Science 
in religion, an Associate of 
Science in pre-allied health, 
a minor in psychology and a 
minor in leadership—and I’m 
now a Seventh-day Adventist. 
I think I got a pretty good 
deal.

The faculty at Union 
College helped me realize 
that I can impact where I 
work, live and learn—I can 
make them better places. 
They provided the resources 
and support. All I had to do 
was take advantage of it. 

It started with the guidance 
of my leadership teacher, 
Dr. Linda Becker. With her 
encouragement, I was able 
to implement a recycling 
program at Union College 
which doesn’t cost the school 
a penny and saves up to 45 
tons of trash a year.*

Union College—and 
specifically the leadership 
program—helped me grow, 
better myself, and discover 
the calling God has for 
me. I’ve been able to have 
lunch with historic football 
coaches, go backpacking in 
the Minnesota lake country 
and be the president of the 
Math and Science Club. I’ve 
volunteered with my fellow 
students each year during 
Project Impact to help our 
community and I was a part 
of a team that helped set up 
the new Krueger Center.

When I first started college, 
I struggled with what to study 

and changed majors several 
times. But Union has also 
helped me find my passion 
and calling in helping peo-
ple—specifically as a chap-
lain. The faculty and staff at 
Union were always support-
ive and always willing to help 
me out. With their guidance, 
I discovered God’s calling 
through things like volun-
teering at a hospice center 
and shadowing a chaplain.

When I look at how much 
I’ve spent to attend Union 
College, I feel guilty. I know 
the friendships I’ve made, 
the lessons I’ve learned and 
my experience here are 
worth significantly more 
than the money I’ve paid. 

I didn’t know why I chose 
Union as a freshman and 
I still don’t know. But I 
wouldn’t go back and change 
a single thing.

When I march down the 
aisle in gown and mortar-
board in May, Union will be 
giving me much more than a 
diploma. I will have a family 
all over the globe. I’ll have 
memories and lessons I will 
cherish and use throughout 
the rest of my life. And most 
importantly, I’ll be confident 
in the calling and purpose 
God has for my life.

In the end, I’d say I got a 
great deal.

Joe Hofmann will graduate 
from Union College in May and 
plans to become a chaplain.

I Got a Great Deal on an Education

Joe Hofmann came to Union not knowing 
anything about Adventism or what he wanted to 
do with his life. All that changed.
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*Read more online:
ucollege.edu/hofmann-
recycle
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Read the full story online:
ucollege.edu/tomsgift

Feet, especially home-
less feet, can be scary or 

intimidating for many. But as 
Kailen Bricker cared for one 
pair after another, she felt her 
perceptions change and she 
became far more interested 
in the people to whom they 
were attached. “They are just 
like us,” she said of the 30 or 
so homeless clients who come 
to Matt Talbot Community 
Kitchen and Outreach each 
month for Union College’s 
foot clinic.

“One client told me he has 
a job, how he loves comput-
ers, and that his daughter is 
in college,” said the first -year 
nursing student. “They are like 
us; they just don’t have access 
to the same kind of care.”

Each month since 1993 a 
group of Union College nurs-
ing students have spent several 
hours cleaning, healing and 
pampering the feet of Lincoln’s 
homeless and near homeless. 
After the foot care is complete, 
each client receives two pairs 
of socks, and a new pair of 
shoes every six months.

And for students like 
Bricker, the foot clinic not 
only makes a significant 
impact on Lincoln’s homeless, 
but on her educational expe-
rience as well. “I love people,” 
said the western Nebraska 
native who also works as a 
CNA in the memory unit of 
an assisted living center. “I 
learn about patient education. 
They know we are there to 
help them, so they listen and 
are genuinely appreciative. 
That’s what I love about it.”

Initially, the nursing pro-
gram ran foot clinics every 
three weeks, and in 1999, they 
joined forces with the new 
physician assistant studies 
program to share access to this 
learning and service oppor-
tunity. Now both nursing and 
physician assistant students 

are required to participate in 
the foot clinic at least once as 
part of their clinical academic 
requirements, but many 
choose to volunteer through-
out their college career.

Funding the project
Always funded by grants 

and contributions, the 
program recently received a 
significant boost in the form 
of a $20,000 grant from Tom’s 
of Maine as part of their 50 
States for Good community 
giving program. This year 
the company received nearly 
10,000 submissions, and 
selected one entrant from each 
state and Washington D.C. to 
receive funding.

According to Cliff Korf, the 
Union College PA professor 
who manages the foot clinic 
finances and equipment, they 
need between $6,500 and 
$9,000 per year to fund the 
purchases of shoes and other 
supplies. “The foot clinic is 
mostly funded through grants 
from various organizations 
and contributions from 
individuals,” he said. “Union 
College employees have gifted 

socks for the last several years 
using a Christmas Sock Tree at 
the annual holiday party.”

Besides the support from 
Matt Talbot Community 
Kitchen and Outreach, 
Payless ShoeSource signifi-
cantly discounts shoes for the 
program. According to Nicole 

Orian, chair of the Division of 
Nursing, the foot clinic serves 
an average of 260 adults each 
year and an additional 100 
children during the Children’s 
Foot Clinic before the begin-
ning of each school year.

The Tom’s of Maine award 
will be a significant boost to 
the foot clinic and the services 
offered. “Maurine Shambarger 
started the foot clinic at 
Union, and her son first told 
me about the Tom’s of Maine 
50 States for Good program,” 
said Orian. “She passed away 
some time ago, but her legacy 
lives on through the foot clinic 
and lives that it touches. Now, 
thanks to her son’s suggestion 
and to Tom’s of Maine, we’ll be 
able to do even more for the 
Lincoln community.”

Ryan Teller is public relations 
director for Union College.

Foot Clinic Receives $20,000 from 
Tom’s of Maine

Laura Karges, one of the 
founders of the Union 
College foot clinic, often 
supports nursing students 
as they provide foot care 
for Lincoln’s homeless at a 
local soup kitchen.

Kailen Bricker, a first-
year nursing student, 
experienced providing 
foot care for Lincoln’s 
homeless for the first 
time in November at 
one of Union College’s 
monthly foot clinics at 
Matt Talbot Community 
Kitchen and Outreach.
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In the heart of Kansas City, 
Missouri exists a wonderful 

place where underprivileged 
men, women and children 
can find food, shelter, support 
and the love of Jesus Christ. 
This place is City Union 
Mission—an evangelical 
Christian ministry commit-
ted to sharing the gospel and 
meeting the spiritual, physical 
and emotional needs of the 
poor and homeless.

City Union Mission’s church 
relations specialist, Dennis 

Ellis, witnesses first-hand 
the miraculous transforma-
tions of lives of individuals 
and families participating in 
the organization’s long-term 
recovery programs.

“There are many reasons 
why people come to City 
Union Mission,” said Ellis. 
“For example, men often come 
to us seeking help for drug or 
alcohol addiction. It’s amazing 

to see the end results of lives 
changed through the love of 
Jesus Christ.”

Since 1924, the purpose of 
City Union Mission has been 
to help people restore hope, 
direction and health. Shawnee 
Mission Health is helping 
them achieve this goal by vol-
unteering time to prepare and 
serve meals to approximately 
60 men in the Long-Term 
Men’s Group.

SMH’s administrative 
coordinator for Behavioral 
Health, Linda Batsch, leads 
the effort for SMH by recruit-
ing departments to give their 
time to provide meals every 
third Sunday.

“I never tire of watching 
the men enjoy the meals,” 
said Batsch. “They know the 
meals come from the hearts 
of the volunteers who prepare 
and serve, and they are 
always so appreciative.”

Many SMH departments 
participate in the pro-
gram, but associates from 
Behavioral Health, Spiritual 
Wellness, Radiology, Pre-
Surgery Clinic and the Lab 
volunteer on a regular basis. 
According to Batsch, asso-
ciates find the experience to 
be very rewarding. They not 
only prepare and serve the 
meals, but many associates eat 
and share fellowship with the 
program participants.

“It’s a great feeling to give 
back in this way,” said Batsch. 
“You get to see very tangible 
results.”

The partnership is a win-
win for everyone involved, not 
just the volunteers. Assistance 
from organizations such as 
SMH help City Union Mission 
offset expenses and show the 
men involved in the program 
that people care about their 
well-being.

Shawnee Mission Health Lifts 
Spirits with Food and Fellowship

“Shawnee Mission Health 
associates come here with 
big smiles and encouraging 
words,” said Ellis. “These men 
will remember the thought-
fulness of the volunteers for 
many years after graduating 
from the program.”

Together, City Union 
Mission and SMH are making 
a difference in the lives of 
many. SMH served its first 
meal at City Union Mission 
in May 2013 and has plans to 
continue its commitment far 
into the future. 

Jackie Woods writes for Shawnee 
Mission Health.

SMH associates from various departments volunteer to prepare and serve meals every third 
Sunday at the City Union Mission in Kansas City, Missouri. Pictured are associates from the 
Mother/Baby Unit (left) and the Behavioral Health Department.
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To learn more about 
City Union Mission, visit 
cityunionmission.org. 
For more information 
about Shawnee 
Mission Health, visit 
ShawneeMission.org.
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Employees from Porter 
and Littleton Adventist 

Hospitals joined forces with 
200 students from Mile High 
Academy and members from 
the Denver South, LifeSource 
and Littleton Adventist 
Churches for the first Love 
Matters Most day of service 
on Sept. 2, 2015 in the Denver 
area.

The day-long commu-
nity service event, spon-
sored by CREATION 
Health teams from the two 
Centura hospitals, included 
a 30-minute concert by Mile 
High Academy’s middle 
school orchestra. Adventist 
Community Services and 
Meals on Wheels fed hundreds 
of people from the local com-
munity, and five houses were 
painted. The home owners 

received gift baskets assem-
bled by Mile High Academy 
elementary students full of 
goodies, household supplies, 
and gift certificates. 

Planning for Love Matters 
Most began six months prior 
to the event. A team of leaders 
from the Adventist hospital 
system included Jim Feldbush, 
Casey Len, Eric Shadle, and 
Stephen King with additional 
support from South Metro 
Health Alliance and Brother’s 
Redevelopment, a nonprofit 
housing restoration company 
that serves the area’s elderly 
and disabled populations. 
More than 300 people, many 
of them under 18, volunteered 
for the event, which focused 
on improving the environment 
and building interpersonal 
relationships with community 

members. According to Jim 
Feldbush, director of Mission 
and Ministry at Porter 
Adventist Hospital, “The 
expansive effort highlighted 
the fact that Christ’s healing 
ministry ultimately was about 
loving service to those in 
need.”

Homeowners Brian and Alys 
expressed their deep gratitude 
to the Centura team of volun-
teers who painted their house: 
“We were overwhelmed with 
gratitude for all the wonderful 
things the team did for us—
painting the exterior of our 
home (it looks so clean and 
colorful), doing extra chores 
like weeding and washing 
windows, and the thoughtful 
conversations many of you 
had with us, making us feel 
very special. Listening to our 

stories was an extraordinary 
gift. Please pass on our thanks 
to each and every volunteer 
who made it such a memora-
ble day.”

Plans are already underway 
for the 2016 Love Matters 
Most service day, which will 
be an even bigger effort. 
Additional hospitals, churches 
and community organizations 
have already signed on with 
the goal of painting more 
houses and touching more 
people in the Denver commu-
nity with God’s love.

This article was submitted 
by Stephen King, senior vice 
president for Rocky Mountain 
Adventist Health/Centura 
Health, where he serves the five 
Adventist hospital campuses 
in Colorado. It was written by 
Mark Bond.

“Love Matters Most” Day of Service

Students, local church members and 
hosptial employees volunteered to 
paint five homes of elderly and disabled 
community members in the Denver area.

Volunteers wore T-shirts featuring the 
logos of the many organizations that 
helped to make the day of service possible.
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To submit an obituary visit 
outlookmag.org/contact or 
email Raschelle Hines at
raschelle@outlookmag.org. 
Questions? 402.484.3012.

Asher (Wall), Verlene D., b. 
Apr. 22, 1928 between Wolcott 
and Minturn, CO. d. Aug. 26, 
2015 in Littleton, CO. Survivors 
include husband Bill; sons Mike, 
Joe, Randy and Jeff; 2 siblings; 6 
grandchildren.

Clark, David, b. Feb. 7, 1924 
in Madison County, IA. d. 
Dec. 20, 2015 in Winterset, IA. 
Member of Winterset Church. 
Preceded in death by 5 siblings. 
Survivors include wife Lucy; 
daughter Elaine Rosencrants; 
son Edward; 2 grandchildren; 2 
great-grandchildren.

Clark, Mural, b. Nov. 17, 1921 
in Supply, AR. d. Jan. 5, 2016 
in Lebanon, MO. Member of 
Lebanon Church. Preceded in 
death by husband R.A. Clark; 
9 brothers; 1 granddaughter. 
Survivors include daughter 
Margaret; son James; 4 siblings.

Cox, Dale, b. Oct. 2, 1947. 
d. May 22, 2015 in Kansas 
City, MO. Member of Oak 
Grove Church. Survivors 
include daughter Carolyn 
Webster; sons Dale and 
Sammy, and Alan Donovan; 2 
brothers; 11 grandchildren; 2 
great-grandchildren.

Culbertson, Richard H., b. Nov. 
30, 1933 in Los Angeles, CA. d. 
Oct. 20, 2014 in Arcadia, KS. 
Member of Ft. Scott Church. 
Preceded in death by wife 
Glenmar Seiver; 1 brother. 
Survivors include wife Shirley; 
children Jim, Karen, Steve, 
Kent and Kathy; stepchildren 
Dennis Totman and Kelli 
Hansen; 9 grandchildren; 
9 step-grandchildren; 10 
great-grandchildren; 13 
step-great-grandchildren.

Davis, Leota, b. Apr. 1, 1914 
in Geneva, IA. d. Aug. 4, 2015 
in Bolivar, MO. Member of 
Bolivar Church. Preceded in 
death by husbands Herman 
Roehers, Elmer Krause and 

Frank Davis. Survivors include 
daughter Joyce; 1 grandchild; 1 
great-grandchild.

Deitsch, Lloyd Jr., b. Feb. 
10, 1939 in St. Marys, OH. d. 
Jan. 16, 2016 in Wichita, KS. 
Member of Great Bend Church. 
Preceded in death by wife 
Bonnie Lou. Survivors include 
daughter Elea Durr; sons 
Bryan and Brent; 3 brothers; 2 
granddaughters. Served in the 
United States Army.

Ennis, Alfred R., b. Oct 2, 1935 
in Cleveland, TX. d. Jan. 11, 
2016 in Denver, CO. Member of 
Denver South Church. Survivors 
include wife Patsy; daughters 
Christina and Donna; son Ray.

Hansen, Billie J., b. Dec. 12, 
1931 in Gregory, SD. d. Nov. 
30, 2015 in Custer, SD. Member 
of Custer Church. Preceded in 
death by 9 siblings. Survivors 
include husband Wes; daughter 
Jennifer; sons Jeffrey and James; 
3 sisters; 13 grandchildren; 
27 great-grandchildren; 4 
great-great-grandchildren.

Jackson, Beverly, b. Feb. 6, 1934 
in Garden Grove, IA. d. Dec. 20, 
2015 in IA. Member of Osceola 
Church. Preceded in death by 
husband George; 2 siblings; 
1 granddaughter. Survivors 
include son Jon; 3 siblings; 2 
grandchildren.

Laird, Janet, b. Dec. 14, 1947 
in Chickamauga, GA. d. Jan. 3, 
2016 in Dickinson, ND. Member 
of Dickinson Church. Preceded 
in death by husband Benjamin.

Larsen, Homer P., b. Aug. 19, 
1922 in Viborg, SD. d. Nov. 13, 
2015 in Viborg, SD. Member 
of Hurley Church. Preceded 
in death by 3 sisters. Survivors 
include wife Ethel; sons Jimmie 
and Lee; 3 grandchildren.

McAdoo, Daniel, b. Dec. 21, 
1944 in Des Moines, IA. d. Dec. 

15, 2015 in Rockwell City, IA. 
Member of Boone Church. 
Preceded in death by parents. 
Survivors include twin brother.

Nazarenus, Alexander, b. 
May 19, 1921 in Elbert, KS. d. 
Oct. 20, 2015 in Buffalo, MO. 
Member of Branch Memorial 
Church. Preceded in death 
by wife Althea; 2 siblings. 
Survivors include daughter 
Ardis Baker; son Wayne; 1 
sister; 4 grandchildren; 4 
great-grandchildren.

O’ Nelson, George, b. Apr. 10, 
1945 in Chamberlain, SD. d. 
Dec. 31, 2015 in Brookings, 
SD. Member of Huron Church. 
Preceded in death by father; 3 
brothers. Survivors include wife 
Kathleen; mother; 3 siblings.

Passa, Blanche M., b. Jan. 31, 
1926 in Bowesmont, ND. d. Nov. 
19, 2015 in East Grand Forks, 
MN. Member of Grand Forks 
Church. Preceded in death by 
husband Jacob; daughter Phyllis 
Jerome; 5 siblings. Survivors 
include children Annette 
Pederson, Jay Passa and Corinne 
Passa; 8 grandchildren; several 
great-grandchildren.

Petersen, Norma, b. Sept. 8, 
1921. d. Dec. 17, 2015 in Tipton, 
MO. Member of Sedalia Church. 
Preceded in death by husband 
Arthur; 1 sister. Survivors 
include daughter Sandra Juhl; 
son Dale; 3 grandchildren; 
2 step-grandchildren; 5 
great-grandchildren; 5 
step-great-grandchildren.

Richert, Verna, b. June 2, 1917 
in Dexter, MO. d. Sept. 13, 2015 
in Clinton, MO. Member of 
Golden Valley Church. Preceded 
in death by husbands Francis 
Kee and Herman Richert; 4 
siblings. Survivors include son 
Scott Kee; 3 grandchildren; 2 
great-grandchildren.
Roberts, Blosson “Bobbie,” b. 
Feb. 18, 1926 in Norfolk, VA. d. 

Jan. 15, 2016 in Winterset, IA. 
Member of Winterset Church. 
Preceded in death by 2 siblings. 
Survivors include daughters 
Candie Ostrander, Connie 
Simmons and Delene Delsaver; 
son Pete; 4 grandchildren; 
2 great-grandchildren; 1 
great-great-grandchild.

Shawver, J. Russell Jr., b. Sept. 
15, 1927 in Treece, KS. d. July 
8, 2015 in Bartlesville, OK. 
Survivors include wife Lila; 
daughters Debra Wold and 
Robin Enders; son James; 1 
sister; 6 grandchildren; 4 great-
grandchildren. Worked 40 years 
for Adventist Health System.

Slavik, Olga, b. June 11, 1949 in 
Ijesti, Ukraine. d. Dec. 20, 2015 
in Dora, MO. Member of Next 
Step Church. Preceded in death 
by 3 siblings. Survivors include 
daughters Minodora Perchik, 
Martha Moritz, Mariya Marton 
and Yelena Montalvo; son Radu; 
3 sisters; 13 grandchildren.

Unterseher, Gertrude “Gertie,” 
b. Nov. 27, 1927 in Engelsburg, 
Poland. d. July 9, 2014. Member 
of Piedmont Park (NE) Church. 
Preceded in death by husband 
Alfred. Survivors include 
daughters Ingrid Unterseher 
and Doris Raines; son Allen; 4 
grandchildren.

Westbrook, Thomas R., b. 
Feb. 28, 1964. d. Dec. 14, 2015. 
Member of Wichita (KS) South 
Church. Preceded in death 
by father. Survivors include 
mother; 3 siblings.
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SERVICES
Adventist Coin Dealer. I 
travel throughout the mid-
west purchasing estates and 
collections. Please give me a call at 
402.488.2646 or email lee@athena.
csdco.com. —Dr. Lawrence J. Lee, 
World Coins and Medals.

AdventistSingles.org Free 14-day 
Trial! Join thousands of Adventist 
singles online. Free chat, search, 
profiles, match notifications! 
Adventist owners since 1993. 
Visit www.elliotdylan.com for the 
Undercover Angels series of novels 
for Christian teens that build on 
Biblical principles and reinforce 
integrity. Great for Sabbath 
reading, church and home schools, 
and gifts!

Authors of cookbooks, health 
books, children’s chapter and 
picture books, call 800.367.1844 
for your FREE evaluation. 
We publish all book formats 
and distribute to over 39,000 
bookstores in 220 countries. 
Find our NEW titles at your local 
ABC or www.TEACHServices.
com—USED SDA books at www.
LNFBooks.com.

Download free sermons from 
AudioVerse.org! Access thousands 
of free Adventist sermons, 
audio Bibles, Spirit of Prophecy 
audiobooks, and messages from 
your favorite annual conferences 
(ASI, GYC, etc.). Available in 
other languages: Spanish, German, 
French, and Chinese. Download 
the iOS or Android app today and 
listen to AudioVerse anywhere 
you’d like!

Enjoy worry-free retirement 
at Fletcher Park Inn on the 
Fletcher Academy campus near 
Hendersonville, NC. Spacious 
villa homes and limited rental 
apartments available now. Enjoy 
a complimentary lunch at our 
vegetarian buffet on the day of your 
no-obligation tour. Call Loretta for 
details at 1.800.249.2882 or visit 
www.fletcherparkinn.com.

Free Adventist TV on high quality 
StarGenesis satellite system, with 
many other free channels available. 
Complete system with self-install kit 
only $99 ($9 will be donated to IA/
MO refuge relief fund). Shipping extra 
or can be picked up at Sunnydale. 
Discounted shipping/delivery with 
multiple system purchase. Call Micky 
Burkett: 1.877.687.2203.

Gospel music recording artist 
LoLo Harris is currently accepting 
ministry requests for concerts, 
evangelism, AYS, retreats, 
conventions and more for 2016 and 
2017. For more information, CDs 
and more visit www.LoLoHarris.
com, call 937.545.8227 or write to 
PO BOX 492124, Atlanta, GA 30349.

Move with an award-winning 
agency. Apex Moving & Storage 
partners with the General 
Conference to provide quality moves 
at a discounted rate. Call us for all 
your relocations needs! Adventist 
beliefs uncompromised. Contact 
Marcy Danté at 800.766.1902 for 
a free estimate. Visit us at www.
apexmoving.com/Adventist.

Southern Adventist University 
offers master’s degrees in business, 
computer science, counseling, 
education, global community 
development, nursing, religion and 
social work. Flexibility is provided 
through some online and many on-
campus programs. Financial aid may 
be available. For more information, 
call 423.236.2585 or visit www.
southern.edu/graduatestudies.

Summit Ridge Retirement Village 
is an Adventist community in a 
rural Oklahoma setting but close 
to Oklahoma City medical facilities 
and shopping. Made up of mostly 
individual homes, the village has 
a fellowship you’ll enjoy. On-site 
church, independent living, nursing 
home and transportation as needed. 
Call Bill Norman 405.208.1289.

The Clergy Move Center at Stevens 
Worldwide Van Lines is the way 
to move from one state to another! 
With special pricing for all Adventist 
families, and recommended by 
the General Conference for over 
15 years, quality is inherent. 
Contact a Move Counselor for 
an estimate: 800.248.8313, sda@
stevensworldwide.com, www.
stevensworldwide.com/sda.

The Wildwood Lifestyle Center can 
help you naturally treat and reverse 
diseases such as diabetes, heart disease, 
hypertension, obesity, arthritis, 
osteoporosis, fibromyalgia, lupus, 
multiple sclerosis, chronic fatigue, 
cancer, substance abuse, stress, anxiety, 
depression and many more. Invest in 
your health and call 1.800.634.9355 
for more information or visit www.
wildwoodhealth.org/lifestyle.

Wellness Secrets’ five-day health 
retreat could be the most affordable, 
beneficial and spiritual vacation 
you ever experienced! Get help 
for hypertension, high cholesterol, 
arthritis, cancer, obesity, depression, 
stress, smoking, and other ailments 
in beautiful NW Arkansas. Visit us 
at WellnessSecrets4u.com or call 
479.752.8555.

EMPLOYMENT
Adventist owned and operated rural 
health clinic in southern Missouri 
seeks collaborating family practice 
physician. OB experience preferred. 
Also seeking dentist. Call Northside 
Health Clinic at 417.935.4050.

Southwestern Adventist University 
seeks Development Director. 
Responsibilities include fundraising, 
special events and donor recognition. 
Exceptional communication skills 
are essential. Bachelor’s degree and 
previous fundraising experience 
required. Submit cover letter and 
CV/resume to Human Resources at 
denise.rivera@swau.edu.

Union College Plant Service is 
seeking a highly motivated person to 
fill the Assistant Plant Service Director 
position. We are looking for someone 
who is a team-player, who enjoys 
working with peers and students and 
is dedicated to Union College. This 
position is full-time, exempt (salary) 
with a pay range of $3,601 to $4,527 
per month. Email resumes to Paul 
Jenks, Director of Plant Service at 
pajenks@ucollege.edu.

Union College seeks Vice President 
for Student Services beginning in July 
2016. The VPSS leads out in the vision, 
strategy, and execution of the college’s 
student services goals. Qualified SDA 
candidate will be student-centered 
and an experienced leader in higher 
education. See www.ucollege.edu/staff-
openings. Send resume to Dr. Vinita 
Sauder, visauder@ucollege.edu.

TRAVEL/RENTALS
Steamboat Springs, CO: Exhilarating 
year-round vacation spot. World-
class skiing, summer fishing, hiking, 
mountain biking, backpacking, 
rafting. Kids under 12 ski free. Large 
condo, sleeps 9-11. Two bedroom loft/
two bath. Fully furnished, fireplace, 
hot tubs, pool. Call 612.760.7161. 
Email: rdleach@aol.com. 

EVENTS
6-day Natural Remedies & 
Hydrotherapy Workshop, July 31–
Aug. 5 at Andrews University. For 
details visit andrews.edu/go/nrhw, 
email janinec@andrews.edu or call 
269.471.3541.

Broadview Academy Alumni 
Weekend, Apr. 29–30. All alumni 
encouraged to attend. Honor classes: 
‘46, ‘56, ‘66, ‘76, ‘86, ‘91, ‘96 and ‘06. 
N. Aurora SDA Church, N. Aurora, 
IL. Friday vespers, Sabbath school 
and church. We need email addresses. 
Send to Ed Gutierrez: edjulie1@att.
net; or call: 630.232.9034.

If you sang in a Walla Walla 
College/University select (touring) 
choir, you are invited to the 50-year 
Choral Reunion during WWC/
WWU Homecoming, Apr. 21–24. 
Details/registration: wallawalla.
edu/touringchoir, facebook.com/
WallaWallaUniversityMusic, music@
wallawalla.edu or 509.527.2561.

La Sierra Academy Alumni Weekend, 
Apr. 22–23 on LSA campus. Honor 
Classes: ‘56, ‘66, ‘76, ‘86, ‘91, ‘96, ‘06 
and pre-50 year classes. Visit www.
lsak12.com/alumni.htm for more info.

National Family Retreat, Mar. 30–
Apr. 3 at Wewoka Adventist Center 
near Oklahoma City, OK. Practical 
messages, breakouts, family recreation, 
exhibits. Topics: parenting, family, 
marriage, youth, young adult, and 
media. Speakers: Tom and Alane 
Waters, Rayne and Nebblett families, 
Scott Ritsema. More info: restoration-
international.org/nfr, 918.827.7012.

“Ye Olde” Cedar Lake Academy 
Reunion, June 3–5. For alumni and 
classmates of Great Lakes Adventist 
Academy in Cedar Lake, Michigan. 
Honor classes: 1936, 1946, 1956, 
1966. Further details coming by mail. 
For more information visit www.
glaa.net or call 989.427.5181. 

WANT TO ADVERTISE? 
Visit outlookmag.org/advertise to 
submit your ad and pay online. 
Please contact Randy Harmdierks 
with questions: 402.484.3028
randy@outlookmag.org 
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Happening every day on Hope Channel
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2016 ASI Convention

www.ASIMidAmerica.org

Doug Batchelor
Vicki Griffin

April 21-24, 2016 • Ramada Plaza North
Denver, Colorado

SAVE THE DATE

Presentations by:

Register at:

Colorado Mar 4 Mar 11 Mar 18 Mar 25 Apr 1

Denver 5:56 6:03 7:11 7:18 7:25
Grand Junction 6:11 6:18 7:25 7:32 7:38
Pueblo 5:55 6:02 7:09 7:16 7:22
Iowa

Davenport 5:57 6:05 7:13 7:21 7:28
Des Moines 6:09 6:17 7:25 7:33 7:40
Sioux City 6:20 6:28 7:36 7:44 7:52
Kansas

Dodge City 6:37 6:44 7:51 7:57 8:03
Goodland 5:43 5:50 6:57 7:04 7:11
Topeka 6:19 6:26 7:33 7:40 7:47
Minnesota

Duluth 5:59 6:09 7:19 7:29 7:38
International Falls 6:03 6:14 7:24 7:35 7:45
Minneapolis 6:05 6:15 7:24 7:33 7:42
Missouri

Columbia 6:05 6:12 7:19 7:26 7:33
Kansas City 6:15 6:22 7:29 7:36 7:42
St  Louis 5:58 6:05 7:12 7:18 7:25
Nebraska

Lincoln 6:22 6:30 7:37 7:45 7:52
North Platte 6:38 6:46 7:54 8:01 8:09
Scottsbluff 5:49 5:57 7:05 7:13 7:21
North Dakota

Bismarck 6:34 6:44 7:54 8:03 8:13
Fargo 6:18 6:28 7:38 7:48 7:57
Williston 6:44 6:55 8:05 8:15 8:26
South Dakota

Pierre 6:34 6:43 7:52 8:01 8:09
Rapid City 5:46 5:55 7:04 7:12 7:21
Sioux Falls 6:20 6:29 7:37 7:46 7:54
Wyoming

Casper 5:59 6:08 7:16 7:24 7:32
Cheyenne 5:54 6:02 7:10 7:17 7:25
Sheridan 6:00 6:09 7:19 7:27 7:36S
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VeganBurger

VeganBurger

VeganBurger

from the makers o 

Order at www.30DayFoodSupply.com  
or call Toll Free 800-700-2184

$99 PER BOX • GLUTEN FREE $109 PER BOX
 + $10 SHIPS YOUR ENTIRE ORDER

INCLUDES 15 SERVINGS EACH OF:
Strawberry Banana Oatmeal
Tropical Trio Oatmeal
Seasoned Green Pea Soup
Black Bean Soup
Pinto Bean Porridge
Black Bean Chipotle Porridge

30-DAY EMERGENCY 
FOOD SUPPLY
30-DAY EMERGENCY 
FOOD SUPPLY

VEGETARIAN

• 90 servings
• Cholesterol free
• Low in sodium and fat
• High in fiber
• Abundant in nutrients
• Solid source of protein
• 10+ years shelf life
• Packed in mylar with 

O2 absorbers to 
preserve freshness

GleanerQ42015_30-Day.indd   1 10/19/2015   4:13:55 PM
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It’s worship time!
Where is your child?

Join Adventist churches across North America in 

conducting a safety drill designed to keep you and 

your church family safe during an emergency. Learn 

about your church’s safety plans. Volunteer to join the 

emergency response team. Become a safety officer. 

Get ready for Safety Sabbath. 

Learn more at www.SafetySabbath.com

S p o n s o r e d  b y :  A d v e n t i s t  R i s k  M a n a g e m e n t ,  I n c .
O u r  m i n i s t r y  i s  t o  p r o t e c t  y o u r  m i n i s t r y.

F I R E

The fire alarm sounds. 
Do you know where the 
nearest exit is located?

Gunfire erupts during 
Sabbath School. 

Do you know what to do? A C T I V E  S H O O T E R

M I S S I N G  C H I L D

M A R C H  2 0 1 6

GET READYS A F E T Y  S A B B A T H
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CY
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K

ARM_SS_Poster_Color_FP_ad_020316.pdf   1   2/3/16   1:43 PM
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